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• To inform the public as well as local, state, and federal agencies 
about the Proposed Action

• To receive comments regarding the elements to be included in the 
EIE

• To comply with the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA)

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
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• Please remain muted during the presentation and hold comments until the end

• If you would like to speak during the public comment period tonight:
• Please add your name in the CHAT box and use the RAISE HAND feature (Under Reactions 

Tab)
• When called upon, please unmute yourself (you may see a request popup to unmute)
• Please provide your name and address before your comments
• Please limit your comments to 3 minutes (Note: you can also provide comments via email 

or in writing – info will be provided at the end)

• The public comment time tonight and the comment period is your time to be heard  

• If you are having audio issues, you can call into the meeting on a phone with the 
Scoping Notice information  (Audio call: 646‐876‐9923 and enter Meeting 
ID/Participant Code 927 2412 2339 and password 958744 if prompted) – please 
remain muted

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN TONIGHT’S MEETING
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• Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (“CEPA”)

• Conn. Gen. Statutes Sections 22a‐1 through 22a‐1h

• State Agency Actions of Certain Size or Potential Impact Require 
Compliance with CEPA

• State Agency Involvement

• Public Involvement Process

CEPA PROCESS
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CEPA PROCESS
State Action Triggers CEPA Review

Public Scoping Period
(30‐day public review and comment period)

Record of Decision
(submitted to Office of Policy and Management for a Determination of 

Adequacy; posted on agency website)

Environmental Impact Evaluation (“EIE”) 
Published 

(45‐day public review and comment period)

Public Scoping 
Meeting

October 18, 2021

Review of Public and Agency Comments
Identification of Issues
Alternatives Analysis
Evaluation of Impacts

Comment Period Ends

November 4, 2021

Register With CEQ for 
CEPA Notices at 

http://www.ct.gov/ceq

Public Hearing

Winter 2021/2022

Post‐Scoping Notice

Public and Agency 
Review/Comment

Winter 2021/2022
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• Long history of flooding within 
multiple areas of Bridgeport, including 
Ox Brook
• Repeated flood damages to homes, 

businesses
• Emergency response demands
• Public safety and health risks

PROJECT SETTING/PURPOSE AND NEED

• Studies have 
been undertaken 
since the 1970s to 
identify potential 
solutions



Known for excellence.  Built on trust.

To alleviate chronic flooding along the Ox Brook corridor through 
implementation of the Ox Brook Flood Control Master Plan

PURPOSE AND NEED
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• Ox Brook Flood Control Master Plan Implementation
• In 2001 a six (6) Phase Project was proposed to reduce flooding
• Detailed design was completed for Phase 1 only
• Phases 2‐6 are at the preliminary design phase (final design needed)

• State funding has only been identified for Phase 1 

• Phases 2‐6 of the project may take decades to complete and still need funding and 
design

• For CEPA, the entire project (Phases 1‐6) is being included in the review process

PROPOSED ACTION

Stream segments at Arlington, Thorme Street crossings, end of Bartlett Street
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• Along Ox Brook in the City of 
Bridgeport
• Northern limits at Elton Rogers 

Park 
• Southern limits at Lincoln 

Boulevard between Lincoln 
Ave./Garfield Street

PROJECT LOCATION
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PROJECT PHASING 
– PHASE 1
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PROJECT PHASING 
– PHASE 2
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PROJECT PHASING 
– PHASE 3
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PROJECT PHASING 
– PHASE 4
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PROJECT PHASING 
– PHASE 5
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PROJECT PHASING 
– PHASE 6

• Construction of the 
Island Brook 
diversion to the 
Elton Rogers Park 
storage area with a 
box culvert in Old 
Town Road
• Construction of an 
18‐inch pipe 
discharging flow 
from the dam to Ox 
Brook at Lourmel
Street 
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• No Action Alternative

• Master Plan Alternative (Preferred Alternative/Proposed Action)

• Subalternates from the Master Plan and Phase 1 design

• Flood Protection Measures

ALTERNATIVES TO BE CONSIDERED
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• No Action Alternative
• No action would be taken, flooding would continue to occur and worsen 

in response to climate change (more frequent and intense storm events)

• Master Plan Alternative (Preferred Alternative/Proposed Action)

• Subalternates within the Master Plan and Phase 1 design

• Flood Protection Measures

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED



Known for excellence.  Built on trust.

• No Action Alternative

• Master Plan Alternative (Preferred Alternative/Proposed Action)
• Ox Brook Flood Control Master Plan would be implemented over time to 

address flooding issues through improvements to the existing Ox Brook 
system  

• Subalternates within the Master Plan and Phase 1 design

• Flood Protection Measures

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED



Known for excellence.  Built on trust.

• No Action Alternative

• Master Plan Alternative (Preferred Alternative/Proposed Action)

• Subalternates within the Master Plan and Phase 1 design
• During the Master Planning process, subalternates were identified:

• Instead of Phase 2 Svihra Park detention and diversion, pipe Ox Brook from 
Lincoln Blvd within Capital Ave. to Laurel Ave. then south to Rooster River

• Consideration of different pipe sizes, types, and channel sizes, etc.  

• Two subalternates as part of Phase 1 design:
• Use of depression east of existing main impoundment for additional storage 
• Potential construction of cut‐off channel in the Park Drive right‐of‐way

• Flood Protection Measures

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED
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• No Action Alternative

• Master Plan Alternative (Preferred Alternative/Proposed Action)

• Subalternates within the Master Plan and Phase 1 design

• Flood Protection Measures
• Acquisition/relocation
• Levees/floodwalls
• Floodproofing (dry or wet)
• Elevation of structures 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED
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• Impacts to physical, natural, and socioeconomic resources will be 
identified and described as part of the CEPA process

• Significant impacts will be mitigated

• Mitigation measures will be identified during the CEPA process 
and carried through design and construction 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION
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• Geology/Soils/Topography

• Water Resources

• Site Ecology and Wetland Resources

• Endangered, Threatened, and Special 
Concern Species

• Traffic/Bicycle/Pedestrian Access

• Air Quality

• Noise

• Light and Shadow, Aesthetics

TYPICAL EIE EVALUATION REVIEW AREAS

• Utilities

• Solid Waste and Recycling

• Cultural Resources (Historic & Archaeological)

• Pesticides, Toxic or Hazardous Materials

• Energy

• Socioeconomic Resources

• Public Health and Safety

• Benefit/Cost Analysis

• Consistency with Plans, Policies, Regulations

• Cumulative Impacts
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• Oral public comments are welcome now

• Written comments due at close of business on November 4, 2021 (or 
must be post‐marked by this date)

• Send written comments to:

Fred Riese
CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) 
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: 860‐424‐4110
Fax: 860‐424‐4053
Email: Frederick.riese@ct.gov

• Additional project information is available on the City website at: 
https://www.bridgeportct.gov/filestorage/341650/341652/368103/OXBROOKSCOPING.pdf

COMMENTS

Register With CEQ for CEPA Notices at http://www.ct.gov/ceq
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MR. RIESE:  Good evening, ladies and 

gentleman.  This is the public scoping meeting on the 

Connecticut Environmental Policy Act for the Ox Brook 

Flood Control Project Master Plan in Bridgeport.  It is 

7:10 p.m. on October 18th, and we will begin the 

presentation.  We will cover several topics.  The next 

slide will show the agenda for tonight's meeting, and 

I'm Fred Riese.  I'm with the Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection.  Others who are with us here 

tonight also from my department, Dan Biron; and both he 

and I are senior environmental analysts with the 

department.  We also have Jon Urquidi, City Manager of 

the City of Bridgeport; and from GZA Associates we have 

Stephen Lecco who is associate principal of GZA, 

Jennifer Burke who is the senior project manager, and 

Seth Taylor who is the project manager.  

The purpose of tonight's meeting -- well, that 

will be covered in the next slide.  We'll explain that.  

But we're going to be going through the purpose of the 

meeting, give you some instructions on how to 

participate in the meeting, and what the CEPA, 

Connecticut Environmental Policy Act, process is about 

which drives this meeting; and then we'll turn it over 

to Jennifer Burke of GZA who will discuss the project 

setting, purpose and need, proposed action, and project 
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phases, alternatives, potential impacts, and the 

Environmental Impact Evaluation topical areas.  And then 

by that point hopefully we will have comments from the 

public, which is the primary reason we're here tonight.

So next slide, Jen.  

And these again -- these are the participants 

in tonight's -- well, the project team for tonight's 

meeting, and the next slide will cover the purpose of 

the meeting.  

As you can see, I think the first is pretty 

explanatory, to inform the public as well as local, 

state, and federal officials about the proposed action.  

That's not only happening through this meeting, but it's 

happening through the scoping notice that was put in the 

Environmental Monitor, which is a publication of the 

Council of Environmental Quality as well as the 

newspaper notice.  

We hope to receive comments regarding the 

elements to be included in the EIE.  The purpose of the 

comments -- well, we're looking basically to find out 

what topics we may -- we should include in the document 

especially the topics that we may have somehow managed 

to overlook or that you wish to make us aware of.  As 

you'll see in later slides, the public comments will be 

accepted through November 4th.



10/18/2021       4

And to comply with the Connecticut 

Environmental Policy Act, the Connecticut Environmental 

Policy Act requires a public scoping meeting actually 

only if it's requested by 25 people or an organization 

that has at least 25 members.  However, we're 

proactively holding this scoping meeting tonight for 

public informational purposes as well as to gather any 

comment that may be offered and -- well, we're -- we're 

hoping since that's the purpose we're here that we will 

get some public comment and also be able to inform 

members of the public as well as agencies and 

governments more about this project.

So we'll move on to the next slide.  

At the moment since we don't have any public 

here to benefit from the slide, I'll simply mention that 

this meeting is being recorded; and it's recorded so 

that we'll have this both for our value to go back and 

look at any comments that are received as well as for 

archival value.  So the meeting, to let everyone know, 

is recorded.  If we do get some public speakers 

attending later on, I will -- I or Jen will bring up 

that point again just because we want to let everyone 

know that they are being recorded.  

So move to the next slide.  

Okay.  The Connecticut Environmental Policy 
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Act is what drives this.  It's a piece of legislation 

which requires state agencies to look at the 

environmental impacts of their actions or at least of 

their more significant actions and to state how they 

would attempt to mitigate -- avoid or mitigate those 

impacts.  

The third bullet there stating the actions of 

certain size or potential impact require compliance with 

the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act.  For the 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection -- our 

environmental classification document includes an item 

that says construction of flood control projects, except 

projects which essentially consist of drainage 

improvements, have no federal funding because federal 

funding would kick it into the National Environmental 

Policy Act.  The Ox Brook Project does meet the criteria 

in the environmental classification document.  

State agency action -- DEEP is the sponsoring 

and funding state agency; and as far as the public 

involvement process, beyond the scoping meeting we will 

have the Environmental Impact Evaluation which this will 

lead to which will be circulated for public review and 

comment.  So there will be a further opportunity down 

the road to comment on this project.

As part of that process, we also would 
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anticipate holding another public meeting under CEPA in 

order to gather comments on the Environmental Impact 

Evaluation that will be done either very late this year 

or more likely early in 2022.  Don't want to set any 

time frames that are too specific because the process 

can sometimes be a little bit volatile.  

The next slide will show a little bit more a 

flow chart of how the CEPA process works.  Again, 

certain state agency actions trigger CEPA.  Those are 

actions which show up on an environmental classification 

document which is a document either agencies can 

individually maintain or the Office of Policy and 

Management maintains one that serves statewide overall 

agencies.  This particular action -- this flood control 

project shows up -- or meets the criteria in the 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection's 

environmental classification document, so it becomes a 

CEPA action.  

Public scoping meeting is what is going on 

right now.  The comment period will run through November 

4th; and the review of actions through the EIE process, 

including this scoping meeting, impacts will be 

identified.  We will look at alternatives.  We will look 

at how to mitigate or avoid the impacts.  Other 

comments -- other areas such as what permits are needed 
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for the project but -- and then we'll look at impacts to 

specific resources that may come into play.  

As it says, this process is leading toward an 

Environmental Impact Evaluation which will have its own 

comment period sometime likely this winter; and that 

will have a 45-day comment period.  Ultimately those 

comments will be responded to, and the agency will 

prepare a record of decision to forward to OPM, the 

Office of Policy and Management.  In that record 

decision, we will again state what the action is, if we 

have made a decision to go ahead with the action as 

proposed, or if we're making any modifications based on 

information that may have come to light during the EIE 

process as well as having to document certain things 

like the original scoping notice, the original notice of 

availability of the document, and the distribution of 

most of the documents.  So there are certain 

administrative things that are covered; but in general 

the important thing is that we will include a list of 

the public comments which were received and our 

responses to address each of those comments.  

That concludes the discussion on the CEPA 

process.  We'll now move to specific discussion 

outlining what the proposed action is, and for that 

which is the -- certainly the more important, 
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interesting portion of the presentation, Jennifer Burke 

will take us through that.  

Thank you, Jennifer.

MS. BURKE:  Thanks, Fred; and thank you, 

everyone, for being here this evening.  

So the project we're going to be discussing 

tonight is the Ox Brook Flood Control Master Plan 

project, and I just wanted to provide a little bit of a 

geographic orientation for you.  So at the center of 

the -- at the map here, you'll see an area in dark blue; 

and that is the project area we'll be discussing tonight 

which goes along Ox Brook.  

So Ox Brook flows from north to south on that 

alignment before it discharges to the Rooster River down 

at the south and center portion of the screen.  The 

Rooster River has two main tributaries which are west of 

Ox Brook:  Londons Brook and then also, of course, Horse 

Tavern Brook.  And then to the east of Ox Brook is 

Island Brook which flows north/south to Lake Forest and 

then down to the Pequonnock River.  

So those that may live in Bridgeport or others 

that are familiar with the region know that there's a 

long history of flooding in multiple areas of 

Bridgeport, including the Ox Brook corridor.  In the Ox 

Brook corridor, there is a history of repeated flood 
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damages to homes and businesses.  There are emergency 

response demands based on this history of flooding, 

including police and fire response, road closures, 

diversions, basement pump-outs, and other sort of 

emergency services that may be required during a flood 

such as evacuations or rescues.  

These repeated flood events also cause public 

health and safety risks, not only from contact with 

flood waters but from risks associated with being in 

inundated cars and other such activities.  

So that documents the need for a study to be 

done.  Since the 1970s there's been a history of 

studies; and some earlier action, especially within the 

Rooster River corridor, there's been some flood 

mitigation actions that have already been taken.  

So the purpose of this work is to remediate 

the chronic flooding along the Ox Brook corridor through 

the implementation of the Ox Brook Flood Control Master 

Plan to alleviate situations like you see here which was 

over the last few years in town.  

So the proposed action that we'll be 

discussing tonight is the implementation of the master 

plan.  In 2001, Kasper Associates proposed a six-phase 

master plan project that would reduce flooding within 

the watershed to Ox Brook.  Of that six-phase project, a 
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detailed design has been completed for Phase 1 only by 

Tighe & Bond.  Phases 2 through 6 are more of a 

long-range goal, and those are the preliminary design 

phase only.  Final design is still needed for this work.  

And at this time state funding has only been identified 

for Phase 1 of the project.  Phases 2 through 6, because 

they're still a preliminary design and don't have 

dollars associated with them yet, may take decades to 

complete; but for CEPA we're looking at the project 

holistically for Phases 1 through 6 because OPM prefers 

with such long-rage projects that they're looked at in 

one shot so that all potential impacts can be assessed.

So the photos you see here just give you an 

idea of some of the existing stream channel segments 

along Ox Brook as they appear today.  

So the northern limits of the project we'll be 

discussing today are Elton Rogers Park, which is in blue 

at the top of your screen.  The photo on the left here 

is actually a photo of the existing remanence of a dam 

at Elton Rogers Park.  

The southern limits or downstream limits of 

the project we'll be discussing are at Lincoln Boulevard 

between Lincoln Ave. and Garfield Street; and the photo 

on the right is that area just before it goes into the 

Lincoln Boulevard diversion structure that's shown on 
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your map here.  And I wanted to show this figure before 

we talk about the individual six phases because it shows 

how all the phases relate, and it also gives you an idea 

of the extent of the project.  

The other thing it shows is the inner play 

between Ox Brook and Island Brook.  While Kasper worked 

on some of their studies from the '70s through 2001, 

they realized that a regional approach was needed to 

address the flooding within the Ox Brook corridor and 

the adjacent Island Brook corridor; and as part of their 

work, they proposed a diversion of some flow from the 

Island Brook corridor into the Ox Brook corridor at the 

north end of the project and then diversion of flows 

from Ox Brook back to Island Brook towards the south end 

of the corridor.  And we'll be discussing that in detail 

tonight, but I just wanted to point this out while 

there's a holistic map of the system up.

So Phase 1 of the project is for the 

construction of a storage impoundment within Elton 

Rogers Park, and this would be done by using the 

existing dam and rehabilitating it as well as the 

construction of two small dikes or berms in the 

northeastern portion of the park.  And this will allow 

for this area to serve as storage and also to reduce the 

peak flow that's discharging to the upstream end of the 
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Ox Brook system; and this is an important first step on 

its own because it will help detain and slow flows 

entering the Ox Brook system even before Phases 2 

through 6 are implemented.  

Phase 2 of the project is also a phase that 

includes storage and detention this time at Svihra Park 

which is on the east side of the map you see here.  So 

under this phase of the project a detention area would 

be constructed within Svihra Park that would outlet to 

Island Brook to the east.  In order to facilitate that, 

a diversion needs to be constructed to divert flows from 

Island -- from Ox Brook -- sorry -- until it can reach 

Svihra Park; and this would be completed by construction 

of a diversion along Wayne Street, Bronx Ave., and 

Hunting Street over to Svihra Park.  In order to 

accomplish this, the diversion would start with 

diverting flows south of Rocton Ave., along Amsterdam 

Ave., across backyards, down along Tremont Ave., and 

then out to Wayne Street.  

At the junction with Quince Street, flows 

would have two options.  They would probably be directed 

via a 60-inch diameter pipe back into the Ox Brook 

channel while the remainder would be developed -- would 

be directed towards Svihra Park.  This phase of the 

project would also allow the existing channel to remain, 
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and that would continue to handle some local runoff as 

well.  

So with these two diversions set up and 

storage areas, then the focus can turn to the actual 

channel and crossing improvements.  The channel and 

crossing improvements have to be done in order after the 

detention has been created in order to make sure that 

there won't be impacts to downstream areas associated 

with the project.  So Phase 3 starts at the downstream 

end and looks at channel and crossing improvements from 

Lincoln Boulevard north to Quince Street.  This segment 

is already primarily open channel, and the open channel 

segments would be improved to either include a 

trapezoidal or rectangular cross section within the 

reach; and in addition multiple road crossings, five in 

total, would be improved as part of this phase.

Phase 4 is north of the area of the Svihra 

Park diversion which was Phase 2, and this includes 

channel and crossing improvements from Rocton Ave. to 

Burnsford Ave.; and Burnsford Ave. being here on the 

north end.  So under this, open channel segments will be 

improved with either trapezoidal or rectangular cross 

sections within the reach.  The culvert at Burnsford 

Ave. will be replaced, and three additional crossings 

will also be improved with larger diameter culverts.  
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So Phase 5 continues to the north; so the pink 

here you see is Phase 4, and this is Phase 5.  Phase 5 

includes channel and crossing upgrades from Burnsford 

Ave. at the south to Lourmel Street at the north; and in 

this section there's only one small open channel segment 

between Burnsford and Stoehr Place, and that will be 

improved to a trapezoidal channel.  Between Lourmel 

Street and Stoehr Place, the brook will be enclosed in a 

conduit that will be improved and range in size from 54 

inches to 84 inches in any diameter along this section.  

So for Phase 6, we're down to the last phase; 

and there's two distinct elements, the first of which is 

the construction of an 18-inch pipe discharging flow 

from the dam to Ox Brook at Lourmel Street here along 

existing roadways.  And then the last piece of the 

six-phase project is the final connection between Island 

Brook and Ox Brook systems by the construction of a 

diversion box culvert that will discharge underneath Old 

Town Road.  

And with that all six phases would be 

completed, and the connections between Island Brook and 

Ox Brook would also be complete.  

So as part of the CEPA process, we will be 

looking at various alternatives that have been 

considered throughout the project's time line.  They're 
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indicated here, and I'll describe each one in a little 

bit of detail.

So the first is the no action alternative, 

which is exactly what it sounds like.  Under this 

alternative, no action would be taken.  Flooding would 

continue to occur along Ox Brook in homes and businesses 

and would most likely be worsening in response to 

climate change where we have more frequent and intense 

storm events.  

The second alternative is the master plan 

alternative, which is the proposed action we've 

discussed tonight as the preferred alternative.  Under 

this alternative, the master plan would be implemented 

over time to address flooding issues along the corridor 

through improvements to the existing system.

And over the years through the development of 

the project, subalternates have been looked at within 

the Kasper Master Plan and also within the Phase 1 

design for Elton Rogers Park done by Tighe & Bond.  

During the master planning process by Kasper, 

they looked at a specific subalternate for Phase 2.  

Instead of using the Svihra Park detention and 

diversion, they looked at the potential to pipe Ox Brook 

from Lincoln Boulevard within Capitol Ave., to Laurel 

Ave., and then south to the Rooster River.  So instead 
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of a diversion with a surface storage area, there would 

be a diversion directly to the Rooster River out of Ox 

Brook.  They also looked throughout the years and 

considered different pipe sizes, types, and channel 

sizes as part of an iterative design process to try to 

optimize the best solution from the project.  

Tighe & Bond, as part of the Phase 1 design, 

also came out with two subalternates, the first of which 

was the use of a depression that's located east of the 

existing main impoundment area to see if they could add 

additional storage that way.  

The second was for the potential cutoff 

channel construction in the Park Drive right-of-way.

And these will all be discussed in more detail 

in the EIE.  

And the final alternative being considered is 

other flood protection measures such as acquisition and 

relocation of properties and homes, levies or flood 

walls being constructed along the stream system, dry or 

wet flood proofing for homes or businesses, and also the 

elevation of structures, taking a structure and 

elevating the main living floors above the flood level.  

So each of these will be discussed in detail 

during the EIE and will be presented as well as part of 

the public hearing at the end of the EIE process.
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So when it's being developed, the EIE will 

look at potential impacts and mitigation for those 

impacts.  It will look at impacts to physical, natural, 

and socioeconomic resources associated with the proposed 

action and describe those fully.  If there are 

significant impacts, those will need to be mitigated; 

and mitigation measures will be identified as part of 

the CEPA process to be carried out through the design 

and construction of the project.  

And for those that may not be familiar with 

the types of review areas that are included in a typical 

EIE evaluation, these are just a set of the potential 

issue areas that we would be looking at:  things like 

geology and soil; water resources; wetlands; rare 

species, if they're present; things like noise, and 

utilities.  We look at cultural resources, socioeconomic 

resources, impacts or potential impacts relative to 

public health and safety among others.  And these will 

be assessed as part of the EIE evaluation.  

And tonight we're welcoming comments for those 

who may be familiar with the project area and may have 

comments on any of these items or potentially on other 

items that they feel need to be reviewed as part of the 

CEPA process.  

And at this point I'll conclude the formal 
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presentation, and we can open it up to comments from the 

public if there's anyone that's on this call and would 

like to participate.  For those that may not have been 

able to attend this evening, written comments are due at 

the close of business on November 4th, or they at least 

need to be postmarked by this date.  Written comments 

can be sent to Fred Riese at Connecticut DEEP at Elm 

Street in Hartford at the address you see here or via 

e-mail to frederick.riese@ct.gov.

There's also additional project information 

that's been posted on the City website, and the link is 

here if anyone's interested in reviewing that.  

As Fred mentioned, the intent is to have the 

EIE ready by the -- around the end of the year, in the 

December to January time frame; at which time it will be 

noticed in the Environmental Monitor for those that 

would be interested in reviewing that document.  

If you would like to gain notices about the 

CEPA -- about CEPA and the Environmental Monitor, you 

can go to www.ct.gov/ceq and sign up to receive those 

notices on their website as well.  

So at this point if we have members of the 

public that would like to comment, we would open the 

meeting up to them.  If you'd like to comment, you can 

add your name to the chat box or you can raise your hand 
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in the system and we can call on you that way.  Once we 

call on you, we will be able to unmute you.  We just ask 

that members of the public give their name and their 

address for the record.  We will be -- as we said, this 

meeting is being recorded, and we also will have a 

transcript developed.  

MR. RIESE:  And, Jen, I'll just add to that 

that in addition to the -- when the EIE has been 

developed and is ready to be circulated, in addition to 

the notice that will be in the Environmental Monitor, 

there be will be notices printed in the -- in the 

Bridgeport paper for -- we're required to have by 

statute three notices over a course of three weeks 

advising people of the availability of the document, 

where to get the document, and where to address 

comments; so that outlet will also be available for 

information.  

MS. BURKE:  Thanks, Fred.

At this point, I don't believe there are 

members of the public on the call.  I believe 

everyone that's in attendance is associated with the 

project at this point.  

MR. RIESE:  Right.

MS. BURKE:  So we'll definitely wait a few 

more minutes to see if anyone joins to make public 
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comments.  

MR. RIESE:  Yep.  We're showing 7:37.  Let's 

give it maybe three more minutes.  The fact that there 

is no one indicated as participating probably means 

there's pretty small chances of anybody tuning in at 

this point.  

Let's see here, I did want to mention -- I'm 

not sure if there would be anybody who would be 

listening to the recordings but not seeing the slides; 

but if there were such a person and who wants to submit 

comments, although we have the address posted here and 

Jen did read it, the address is Fred -- and my last name 

is spelled R-i-e-s-e, just to make sure I get it -- at 

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection, 79 Elm Street, Hartford 06106.  

And we really like to get mail, so please do 

write in.  It would be great to hear from the public.

MS. BURKE:  Right.  And we will be posting a 

copy of the slides on the City's website to try to make 

that available to the public to see if anyone may see 

that and provide public commentary as well.  

And we should say the next step in the process 

will be the -- you know, once the comment period's 

closed, any comments that we receive written or oral 

will be reviewed by DEEP and by the City; and the EIE 
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process will be underway developing information, 

developing the document, and reacting to any comments 

that are received in that period.

If they indicate that a certain scope item 

needs to be addressed during that process, once the EIE 

is drafted, there will be a 45-day comment period for 

the public again to comment on the EIE document itself.

And the City's hoping to implement at least 

Phase 1 of this project this year in -- or this coming 

year -- sorry -- in 2022.  

MR. RIESE:  And I'll just add that in addition 

to comments, which is what we're really after -- but in 

addition to comments, if anyone has any questions about 

the project that we can answer, we'd be happy to take 

those questions by phone or e-mail or however and get 

answers back to you; so I'll offer that as a no-cost 

extra.

MS. BURKE:  And at this point, I'm still 

seeing seven participants, including the City, GZA, and 

Connecticut DEEP.  There's no members from the public 

registered on the call at the moment.  

MR. RIESE:  Okay.  Well, I -- I like to give 

every opportunity for public comment; but I think at 

this point we've probably received what we're going to 

get.  So hopefully through other means through the 
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recording or the posting on the City's website people 

will get this information as well.  

MS. BURKE:  I also would like to thank 

everyone for their attention that might be able to hear 

this recording or view the slides.  

And at this point, I'm going to stop the 

recording of the formal meeting as there are no comments 

available from the public.

MR. RIESE:  And to note it's 7:40 p.m.  We're 

closing this meeting.
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