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Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo Temporarily Closes
Effective March 17 as a Public Health Precaution

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – March 16, 2020 – Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo today announced
plans to temporarily close the Zoo, effective Tuesday, March 17, as a public health precaution.
All education and public programs are cancelled or postponed. The City of Bridgeport and state
of Connecticut leaders have called on businesses to close to help mitigate the spread of COVID19 following declarations of public health emergencies in Connecticut and the United States.

While there have been no known cases of exposure to COVID-19 at the Zoo, the decision to
close was made to further support efforts to reduce the rapid spread of the virus and to protect the
health and well-being of Zoo staff and the community. During this period when the Zoo is
closed, essential animal care and operations staff will continue to provide care for our animals
without disruption. For the past weeks, we have developed plans to ensure our animals will be
well cared for in the event of a disruption to regular operations.
Zoo leadership will continue to monitor developments of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak and
follow guidance from federal, state, and local authorities to determine when the Zoo will reopen. Please
visit the Zoo’s website at www.beardsleyzoo.org for updates.
About Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo
Let your curiosity run wild! Connecticut's only zoo, celebrating its 98th year, features 300 animals
representing primarily North and South American species. Guests won't want to miss our Amur tigers
and leopards, maned wolf family, Brazilian ocelot, Mexican and Red wolves, and Golden lion tamarins.
Other highlights include our new Spider Monkey Habitat, Natt Family Red Panda Habitat, South

American rainforest with free-flight aviary, the prairie dog exhibit with "pop-up" viewing areas, and the
Pampas Plain with Giant anteaters and Chacoan peccaries. Guests can grab a bite at the Peacock Café,
eat in the Picnic Grove, and enjoy a ride on our colorful, indoor carousel. For more information, visit
beardsleyzoo.org.
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