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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT  
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 12, 2024 

45 Lyon Terrace  
Bridgeport, CT 06604 
(203) 576-7217 Phone 

(203) 576-7213 Fax 

 
ATTENDANCE:    Ira Nachem, Chair; Mary Gaits, Secretary, Tiheba Bain,  

 Robin Shepard, Greg Breland, Paul Miller (Alternate) 
 
OTHERS:  Paul Boucher, Zoning Official; Atty. Russell Liskov; 

Jackson Strong, Design Coordinator;  
   

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairman Nachem called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and acknowledged the 
Commissioners in attendance. A quorum was present. 
 
Chairman Nachem reviewed the rules and explained it was a process where all participants have 
a chance to speak and rebuttal; and following the closure of public hearing there will be 
discussion by the Commissioners, followed by decision session. 
 
 

DEFERRED BUSINESS - None 

#1      220 & 230 Fifth St.  – Petition of Jeffrey L Meyers – Seeking to expunge condition #2 of 
a Zoning Board of Appeals approval granted in 2021. 

Mr. Jeffrey Meyers came forward and explained that the replacement of the chain link fence was 
not done as it is in good condition and much better than a wrought iron suggested replacement 
would not be as long lasting.  Also, the owner replaced the sidewalk at an expense of $25,000 
that was a much more aesthetic improvement with some landscaping is requested as an exchange 
for the fence replacement.  He added that the location was in industrial zone, showed photos of 
the property and explained the plan to add more shrubs for landscaping as a buffer between the 
edge of the property.   
 
Commissioner Sachem asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the 
application.  
 
Mr. Jacek Siciak, owner came forward and added that the correct fencing provides an element of 
security and is much better to keep that fence than to replace it. He noted there was an email 
from Council Member Enida Martinez in support of the petition, as follows: 
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Commissioner Sachem asked why the replacement of the fence was agreed to as a condition, and 
Mr. Siciak replied that at the time he felt it was as required as part of the approval of the 
application to complete the repairs. 
 
Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition to the 
application. Hearing none, Commissioner Nachem closed the hearing. 

 

#2      1905 Barnum Ave. – Petition of Muhammad Ali Zulekfal – Seeking to grant under sec. 
14-54 of the CT General Statues an amended certificate of approval of location of an existing 
general repair facility to allow for used car sales in the MX1 zone. 

 
Mr. Muhammad Zulekfal came forward and noted the paperwork was submitted as required.  He 
explained that the location was in industrial zone, provided schematic and  photos of the property 
and explained the plan to add some shrubs for landscaping as a buffer between the edge of the 
property.   
 
Commissioner Breland asked how many cars would be on the lot at one time, and Mr. Zulekfal 
replied, only one. He added the application is to have a place to repair cars to resell them. He 
provided copies of letters in support: 
 

1.Letter from Bishop Fearson Blake of Calvary New Testament Church that the auto 
repair business has been a positive outcome to the community, and he has no objection to the 
location of the auto repair shop. 
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2.Letter from Fritz Mendez that Alex Auto Sales auto repair business has been a positive 
outcome to the community, and he and the DMV have no objection to the location of the 
dealership. 
 
Mr. Jackson Strong came forward and noted that their recommendation is that all vehicles are to 
be stored inside the fenced in property with full coverage of asphalt and limited landscape of the 
area a street edge to reduce storm water run-off that complies with street standards. 
 
Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the 
application. No one came forward. Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who 
wished to speak in opposition to the application, and hearing none, closed the public hearing. 
 

#3    3059 Old Town Rd. (Rear) – Petition of Jorge Luis Rivera, III – Seeking a variance of sec. 
10.40.2 (2&3) of the access width requirement of 30-feet and the minimum lot area of 7,500-sq. 
ft. to allow for a new single-family dwelling in the N4 zone. 

Mr. Chris Russo came forward and noted the certified mailings and paperwork was submitted as 
required.  He explained that the location was already approved for two separate lots that was in 
an approved zone taxed separately, and he provided schematic and photos of the property and 
explained the ‘as of right’ the owner can move the house and shift with access under minimum 
requirement that reduces the non-conformity of the back lot.  He added that this relocation plan 
is increasing the buffers along with plan to add some shrubs for landscaping as a buffer between 
the edge of the property.   
 
Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the 
application. No one came forward. Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who 
wished to speak in opposition to the application and fourteen (14) people raised their hands.  
Chairman Nachem noted that all were welcome to speak, but asked to not duplicate points with 
redundant comments–in other words to give comments as separate oppositions not of the same, 
as a consideration to those in attendance and to the commission; and to limit the length of 
comments to three minutes. 

1.  Ms. Eva Billings, Old Town Road stated she was a neighbor in the adjacent property and 
spoke in opposition of the petition, that the owner will have a house for college students 
and this will be a detriment to the surrounding neighborhoods. She read a letter from City 
Council member Michelle Lyons, 134th District (attached as exhibit) 

2. Mr. Len Zargo, 252 Palmetto, Bridgeport stated he was a neighbor in the adjacent 
property and spoke in opposition of the petition, that the owner is not a Bridgeport 
resident and has attempted to do this again to destroy the property values only to have a 
house for college students and this will be a detriment to the surrounding neighborhoods. 
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3. Mr. Amilcar Azevedo said this owner has no intention to have a house for a single family 
but will have a college dorm for student rentals. 

4. Ms. Sue Purefoy spoke of the definition of household occupancy in zoning regulations 
and noted that at least one member must be related; and this house relocation is an illegal 
use as outlined in regulations.  She asked if the decision is one that approves the petition, 
can it be appealed.  Chairman Nachem replied yes, there is an appeal process. 

 
Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the 
application. No one came forward. Commissioner Nachem asked if there was anyone who 
wished to speak in opposition to the application, and hearing none, Commissioner Nachem 
closed the hearing. 

Decision Session 

#1      220 & 230 Fifth St.  – Petition of Jeffrey L Meyers – Seeking to expunge condition #2 of 
a Zoning Board of Appeals approval granted in 2021. 

** COMMISSIONER BRELAND MOVED TO APPROVE THE PETITION FOR 
REASONS AS NOTED: 
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REASONS: 

1. The existing fence provides an extra level of security. 
2. The existing fence is durable and the rolling gate is necessary for business operations. 
3. The existing fence is in very good condition and a new fence is not necessary.  

 ** COMMISSIONER BAIN SECONDED THE MOTION   
 ** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

#2      1905 Barnum Ave. – Petition of Muhammad Ali Zulekfal – Seeking to grant under sec. 
14-54 of the CT General Statues an amended certificate of approval of location of an existing 
general repair facility to allow for used car sales in the MX1 zone. 

** COMMISSIONER BRELAND MOVED TO APPROVE THE PETITION WITH 
CONDITIONS AS NOTED: 

1. Vehicles for sale or scheduled for repair are to be stored on the property. 
2. There will be only 2 vehicles for sale at any given time. 
3. Landscaping is to be installed in the southwest corner of the property. 
4. Petitioner shall also comply with the amended motor vehicle conditions “D”  

** COMMISSIONER GAITS SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

#3    3059 Old Town Rd. (Rear) – Petition of Jorge Luis Rivera, III – Seeking a variance of 
sec. 10.40.2 (2&3) of the access width requirement of 30-feet and the minimum lot area of 
7,500-sq. ft. to allow for a new single-family dwelling in the N4 zone. 

There was a discussion on the hardship and how the neighbors’ comments impact the petition.   
It was agreed that there was no hardship other than financial. 

**  COMMISSIONER NACHEM MOVED TO DENY THE PETITION. 
 REASON:  

 There is no hardship for granting a variance. 
**  COMMISSIONER GAITS SECONDED. 
**  THE MOTION TO DENY WAS UNANIMOUS. 
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OTHER MATTERS THAT MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE BOARD  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Approval of ZBA Minutes for January 9, 2024  

Present:  Chairman:  Ira Nachem; Secretary:  Mary Gaits; Commissioners: Tiheba Bain, 
Charles “Greg” Breland, Robin Shepard and Paul Miller. ZBA Clerk:  Paul Boucher. 

Commissioner Nachem asked for a correction to add Commissioner Robin Shepard under 
attendance on page one. 

 
**  COMMISSIONER GAITS MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 

MEETING OF JANUARY 9, 2024 AS AMENDED WITH CHANGES NOTED. 
**  COMMISSIONER BRELAND SECONDED. 
**  THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

** COMMISSIONER SHEPARD MOVED TO ADJOURN. 
** COMMISSIONER BAIN SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned was at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Telesco Secretarial Services.  


