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WINTER WEATHER PREPAREDNESS 

 

Stay Aware! Be Prepared! 
Winter weather events, such as blizzards, can become very 
dangerous quickly. Heavy snowfall, strong winds, freezing 
temperatures, and ice can create unsafe living and travel 
conditions. It’s important to stay aware and be prepared! 
 

Before a storm 
 Stay informed through social media, and local 

news outlets. 
 Create a plan, have an emergency supply kit. (See 

section for more details.) (maybe a link) 
 Ensure all contact information is updated for 

utilities utility providers and family. 
 Ensure proper maintenance for heating units is 

complete prior to a storm. Speak with your 
landlord, make sure they are aware of any issues. 

During a Storm 
 Stay informed through social media, and local 

news outlets. 
 Stay home unless it is an emergency! 
 If your heating unit fails, contact your provider and 

close all doors immediately. 
 For your safety use flashlights, not candles. 

After a Storm 
 Dress appropriately! Dress warm and comfortable 

to ensure your head, mouth, and hands are 
covered. 

 Do not shovel snow into the street, it causes safety 
issues for motorists and emergency vehicles. 

 Take breaks, do not overwork yourself. 
More information and definitions can be found in the 
emergency preparedness section, and at Ready.gov. 
 

School and Children Preparedness 

 Before a storm, make plans for possible school 
cancellations or delays. Determine who will pick 
up your child, whether you can bring them to work, 
and identify a relative or friend who can assist if 
necessary. 

 Ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the 
weather, have them wait in the car or house before 
the bus arrives. 

 Tell your child not to throw snowballs or play on 
snow-covered roads and drifts, as they can be 
dangerous and hidden from plow drivers. 

Senior Citizen Preparedness 

 Check on your elderly neighbors or relatives 
throughout a storm. 

 Ensure a back-up supply of medication, health 
aided devices prior to a storm. 

Senior Citizen Preparedness – Continued 

 Ensure all contact information for medical 
providers is updated and create a list of ailments 
and medications. 

 If you use health equipment like a ventilator, ensure 
you have a backup power supply or evacuation 
plans to a hospital or a friend’s home in case of a 
power failure during a storm. 

Utility Preparedness 

 Be sure all equipment is in good working condition. 
 Ensure all water pipes are properly maintained. 
 Keep all heating fuel in approved containers and in 

a well-ventilated garage or outside of the house. 
 Do not use your stove as a source of heat! 
 Understand where your emergency utility shutoffs 

are and how they operate.  
 Cover your fireplace with glass or a metal screen to 

prevent embers from sparking inside your home. 
 Ensure your fireplace or wood stove is completely 

extinguished before your go to sleep to prevent 
dangerous chemicals from entering your home. 

Vehicle and Travel Preparedness 

 Drive carefully with lights turned on. 
 Leave enough time to get to your destination in a 

safe manner. 
 Proceed with caution when driving up or down hill. 
 Check all lights, tires, wipers, to ensure good 

working conditions before driving. 
 Clear the top of your vehicle and scrape ice from 

windows prior to driving. 
 Leave proper distance between you and the car in 

front of you. 
 Use your turn signals prior to changing lanes and 

use caution. 

More information and definitions can be found in the 
emergency preparedness section, and at Ready.gov. 
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