MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF
THE HONORABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

Tuesday, January 21, 2025

Members of the public and media, please type in the following link into your web browser
to access our YouTube channel where you may view the Bridgeport Board of Police
Commissioners meeting: https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

This meeting was called to order at 18:12 PM

1) Roll Call of Commissioners - Roll call of commissioners: Williams, Farrow, Diaz,

Roach

Also in Attendance: Chief Roderick Porter, Lieutenant Rozum, Lieutenant Lyons,
Councilwoman Denise Taylor-Moye, Civilian Charles McNeil, Civilian Richard Baldwin

a) Pledge of Allegiance — none (no flag on Zoom)

b) On a motion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Williams, the Board
voted unanimously to approve 1b.

c) On a motion by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Diaz, the Board
voted unanimously to approve lc.

2) Reports:

a) Chief of Police: Chief Porter states crime statistics are on a downward trend for the
most part specifically in homicides, ShotSpotter activation, and aggravated assaults
compared to previous years. There is an upward trend in motor vehicle thefts.
Operation Wingspan, a regional taskforce, is still in progress to address the issue of
auto-theft. Chief Porter states that the 6 pillars he put into place when he became
Chief has encouraged favorability and community engagement, therefore leading to
crime reduction. He believes the key is to stay consistent. Citizen complaints have
also trended downwards from the previous year which he believes is a result of the
21 Century Policing. A lateral transfer, Officer Sinclair, was sworn in last week.
Chief Porter highlights that the lateral program is helping attract more officers from


https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

different departments. The police department is currently at 311 officers. A police
academy class will be graduating February 5, 2025. OlA is in the process of doing
background checks for candidates, therefore another class may be starting during
this spring. Chief Porter believes the department is going in a good direction.
Commissioner Roach questions the training time for lateral transfers. Chief Porter
states that lateral transfers are already certified officers, therefore they will spend
about 2 weeks being trained on Bridgeport ordinances and policies. Training is
dependent on the officer. Lateral officers also get paired with veteran officers after
their training.

b) Union: None

c) Internal Affairs: Lieutenant Rozum presents his Year End Report. There were 218
investigations throughout 2024. 96 of the investigations were citizen complaints that
fall under the Barros decree; a 12% decrease from last year. 32% of those citizen
complaints were regarding police conduct. Police conduct includes officers’
behavior and empathy. 1 citizen complaint for every 1200 calls for service, an
improvement from last year. There was a 14% increase in Chief internal
investigations. 9 investigations were regarding suicide attempts in booking. Of the 9
there were no charges or violations. 64 police and 8 lateral background
investigations were conducted last year, as well as public safety
telecommunicators. In 2024 the Board heard 5 Barros disciplinary hearings and 3
second-step hearings. Altogether there was a total of 22 recommendations for
policy violations in 2024, 11 through Barros and the Board and 11 through the Chief.
There are a few pending internal affairs investigations that need Barro’s hearings.
Goals for 2025 are to remain focused on reducing investigations and upholding the
integrity of the police department.

d) Clerks report on the status of pending matters
i) A notification of five (2) Barros Hearings
(1) Date decided for February 4™, 2025.
(2) Date decided for February 6™, 2025.
(3) Date decided for February 6™, 2025.

3) New Business:

a) Councilmember Denise Taylor-Moye has Charles McNeil, a resident of Lafeyette
Street, speak to the board. McNeil states that the residents of Lafeyette have
concerns including implementing permit/residential parking in the Southend due to
parking difficulties because of the arena. Residents also want to implement



alternative side of the street parking. Residents also have traffic/safety concerns
including congested traffic due to the school zone. Residents would also like to
know what will/can be done about the lot on 450 Broad Street due to its unappealing
appearance. Residents would also like to implement speed cameras on Lafayette
Street between Atlantic and Railroad Ave, Broad and Main Street. Residents also
request increased police presence in the morning due to vehicle vandalism. A
suggestion was also made to make Lafayette Street a one way to due safety
concerns on the street being narrow. Citizen Richard Baldwin request cottage street
be turned to a one-way street and implement speed bumps due to safety concerns
on speeding vehicles. Lieutenant Lyons provided her phone number and email for
both citizens to contact her for assistance.

4) Old Business:
a) On amotion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Farrow, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item 4a.
b) On a motion by Commissioner Diaz, and seconded by Commissioner Farrow, the
board unanimously voted to approve item 4b.

5) Correspondence: None

6) Letters of Appreciation: None

7) Widows Pension: None

8) City Engineer’s Recommendation:
a) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to approve the Following:
i)-ii) On a motion by Commissioner Farrow, and seconded by Commissioner Diaz,

the Board unanimously voted to combine and approve item 8ai-8aii.

b) Request of the City Engineer’s Office not to approve the following:

i) On amotion by Commissioner Williams, and seconded by Commissioner Diaz,
the Board unanimously voted to approve item 8bi.

Adjournment: On a motion by Commissioner Roach and moved by Commissioner Farrow, the
Board unanimously voted to adjourn at 19:07 PM

SL/



