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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS  

COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

MARCH 31, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Scott Burns, Co-chair; Ernest Newton, Co-chair; Jeanette Herron,  

Frederick Hodges, Mary McBride-Lee, Richard Ortiz, AmyMarie Vizzo-

Paniccia 

 

OTHERS:  Council Member A. Boyd; B. Gaffney, Tax Assessor; Ken Flatto, Finance  

Director, Frank Magneri, OPM Director; Kathleen Brickett, OPM 

Budget/Policy Analyst 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Burns called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  A quorum was present.  

 

54-24 Proposed Resolution Approving and Authorizing an Amendment to the 

Assessment and Valuation of Motor Vehicles for Grand List October 1, 2024, and 

for Future Grand Lists.  

 

Mr. Flatto gave a brief overview of the recent State legislation changing the valuation method for 

motor vehicles. The resolution was worded in a way that turned out to be a double depreciation 

formula. He explained that vehicles were depreciated starting at 80%, and kept decreasing. The 

Bridgeport Grand List lost over $3.7 million in revenue.  

 

The legislature has since adjusted recently and now Bridgeport loss will be about $2.7 million. 

Everyone’s vehicle taxes will decrease, but this bill will not have as great of a drop as the 

previous formula.  

 

Mr. Gaffney then reviewed the impact of this new legislation on the Grand List. Household 

trailers, ATVs and other types of trailers have been removed from the tax class and will not be 

taxed. The adoption of these changes will impact the City. Mr. Flatto said that the older the car, 

the bigger the drop in taxes.  

 

Council Member Newton asked if anyone had looked at the surrounding towns taxes. Mr. 

Gaffney said that it didn’t matter because all the towns got a cut of between 15 to 18%. 

 

Council Member Burns asked about the reimbursement. He noted that they were not changing 

the mill rate on vehicles. He wished to know if there would be any State reimbursement.  

 

Mr. Flatto said that there was nothing in the bill about an reimbursement. Mr. Flatto then gave 

some figures for a vehicle that was 9 years old.  
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Council Member Burns asked if there would be any increases in vehicles taxes. Mr. Gaffney said 

that there were no increases in any of the vehicles that they reviewed. Mr. Flatto agreed and said 

that the older the car, the greater the decrease in taxes.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia noted that Milford was passing on this resolution. She said that 

if she finds her copy of the article, she would send it to the Council Members. Mr. Flatto said 

that the Mayor has to sign the document by April 15th, so it may be a timing issue. Mr. Gaffney 

said that there were some towns that were passing on this for a variety of reasons. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that this issue was because the State messed up and now 

they are passing the problem on to the cities. Mr. Flatto said that they had heard the outcry from 

the public and were trying to rectify the impact on the cities. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 54-24 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT 

TO THE ASSESSMENT AND VALUATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES FOR GRAND 

LIST OCTOBER 1, 2024, AND FOR FUTURE GRAND LISTS.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia stated that she was opposed to this because the State shouldn’t 

have done this is such a hurry.  

 

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH SIX (6) IN FAVOR (BURNS, NEWTON, HERRON, 

HODGES, MCBRIDE-LEE AND ORTIZ) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED (VIZZO-

PANICCIA).   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services  

 


