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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CDGB COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

APRIL 11, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mary McBride-Lee; Co-chair; Aikeem Boyd, Dasha Spell, 

   Richard Ortiz, Jorge Cruz, Sr., Eneida Martinez (7:30 p.m.) 

 

OTHERS: Melissa Oliveira, HCD Program Manager; Anjerice Miller, Senior HCD 

Manager; Ava Showah, HCD Administrative/IDIS Finance Coordinator; 

Nicole Nelson, Citizens Union; Kelly McGee, Citizens Union, Barbara 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair McBride-Lee called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. A quorum was present.  

 
43-24                     Proposed Program Year 51 Annual Action Plan: 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)  
Homeless Emergency Solutions Grant (HESG) 
HOME Investment Partnership 
Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) 
 

(Note: Item #43-24 can be found on the City of Bridgeport’s Website: Boards & Commissions; City 

Council; Meeting Minutes, Agendas & Notices; 2024-2025 Full/Agenda Package; 2025-03-03.pdf) 

 
Council Member McBride-Lee read the following notice into the record.  
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** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED TO AMEND THE RESOLUTION.  

** COUNCIL MEMBE CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she had reviewed the Citizens Union allocations and felt 

that there were some organizations that should have gotten some funding but did not receive 

funding. Everybody should get something.  

 

30281-01 Klein Memorial—Theater Arts -- $20,000. – CU $10,000 

 

Council Member Cruz suggested that it be raised to $15,000. Following a brief discussion, it was 

decided to leave the allocation at $10,000.   

 

30168-02 Life Bridge Community Services- Behavioral Health Case Management 

   -- $25,000. – CU $20,000  

 

A discussion followed regarding whether it should be $10,000 or $15,000. Council Member Spell 

asked what kind of services they provided. Council Member McBride-Lee said that she had visited 

the site and they were working with the community. Following a brief discussion, the amount of 

$15,000 was agreed upon.  

 

30323-03 Downtown Cabaret – Ticket subsidies for Children’s Theater –  

   $138,434.00 – CU $30,000 

 

The Committee then reviewed the Downtown Cabaret and agreed that the amount should remain 

at $30,000. 

 

30280-05 COB Public Facilities – Mayor Conservation Corp Program -- $70,000 

   CU -- $25,000  

 

Several Committee members said they were comfortable with that amount.  

 

30332-06 Save Our Babies INC – Youth Mentor Program -- $50,000.00. CU- $0.00 

 

It was pointed out that this was the second time that the group had requested funding and they are 

working with the youth. Following a brief discussion, the amount of $5,000 was agreed upon.  

 

30282-07 COB Public Facilities – Senior Trips -- $25,000.  CU -- $0.00 
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Following a brief discussion, the amount of $10,000 was agreed upon. 

 

30326-09 COB Public Facilities – Pickin Up Project -- $50,000. CU -- $0.00 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at zero.  

 

30330-10 Ortiz Boxing, Inc. – Ortiz Boxing, Inc. -- $68,000. CU -- $20,000 

 

Council Member Boyd said that this was a small space, and they were doing a lot of work. They 

don’t charge the participants. It was suggested that they be allocated $30,000. 

 

30296-11 Community Resource for Justice – Support Service for Formerly  

Incarcerated Individuals -- $137,752.00.  CU -- $0.00 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at zero.  

 

30374-13 Wakeman Boys & Girls Club – Smilow-Burroughs Clubhouse -- $20,000.  

   CU -- $20,000.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that they charge for their services. Council Member Boyd suggested 

that they be allocated $5,000.  

 

30386-14  Bridgeport Health Department – Utility Shut Off Program -- $50,000. 

   CU -- $50,000.  

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $30,000. This was agreeable to all.  

 

30294-15 Wakeman Boys & Girls Club – Madison Avenue Clubhouse -- $25,000. 

   CU -- $25,000.  

 

Council Member Boyd suggested that they be allocated $10,000.  

 

30252-17 Kids Empowered by Your Support, Inc. KEYS Intern Program -- $25,000.  

   CU -- $25,000. 

 

Council Member Ortiz suggested $15,000. This was agreeable to all.  

 

30369-19 The Color Positive Thought Organization – Home Economics Pilot Program  

-- $19,500.  CU- $0.00 

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $19,500. This was agreeable to all. 

 

30267-23 nOURish Bridgeport – Promoting Local Businesses and Small Vendor 

   Collaboration in Bridgeport Farmer’s Market -- $50,000 

   CU -- $37,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $20,000.  
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30313-24 Hoops and Dreams Foundation, Inc. – Hoops and Dreams Foundation 

-- $15,000. CU- $0.00 

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $7,500.  

 

30250-28 Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust Inc. – Bridgeport Financial Empowerment 

   & Housing Stability Initiative. -- $50,000.  CU -- $35,000 

 

Council Member Ortiz noted that this was for staff. It was agreed to reduce the funding to $0.00. 

 

30309-29 Arts for Learning Connecticut – Higher Order Thinking (HOT) Schools 

   At Harding. -- $30,000. CU -- $30,000.  

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $15,000. 

 

30288-30 The Village Initiative Project, Inc. VIP College Prep Program – VIP College 

   Prep Program College Tours -- $55,000. CU $15,000 

 

Council Member Spell noted that they receive State Funding. It was decided to allocate $25,000.  

 

30301-32 Bridgeport Pop Warner Football League – Bridgeport Pop Warner Football 

   League -- $35,000 CU -- $30,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $35,000. 

 

30262-33 Bridgeport Caribe Youth Leaders – Building Today’s Youth, Tomorrow’s 

   Leaders -- $50,000. CU- $0.00 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at zero due to the outside funding 

the group receives. 

 

30346-36  Applied Behavioral Rehabilitation Institute, Inc. Homes for the Brave  

-- $20,000.  CU $20,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the allocation at $20,000.  

 

30402-37 Career Resources Inc. -- Strive 2025 -- $14,000. 

   CU- $0.00 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at zero due to the outside funding 

the group receives. 

 

30329-38 Bridgeport Youth Lacrosse – Sports for Peace -- $45,500.  CU - $15,500 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $25,000. 
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30400-40 Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust d/b/a Building Neighborhoods Together  

(BNT) – empowering Financial Futures: Bridgeport High School and Young 

Adults Financial Literacy Initiative -- $50,000.  CU - $0.00  

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30279-43 Hall Neighborhood House – HNH Early Learning Center Curriculum – 

   $3,630.  CU - $3883.40 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $3,630. 

 

30283-44 Hall Neighborhood House – Educational Opportunity Program with  

   Expanded ESL Service -- $20,000.  CU -- $20,000. 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $10,000. 

 

30283-45 Hall Neighborhood House – HNH Senior Center Patio Furniture –  

   $4,699.00   CU -- $0.00 

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30243-49 Groundworks Bridgeport – Community Garden Refresh -- $88,539.87 

   CU -- $20,000 

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $30,000. 

 

 

30398-50 Groundworks Bridgeport – Urban Fellows – Placemaking 2.0 – 

   $21,035.73   CU -- $0.00 

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30309-51 Creative work City Lights Bridgeport Art Trail – Bridgeport Art Trail 

   Common Threads – training + mentorship + community 

   Voice -- $228,160.00. CU -- $12,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the allocation at $12,000. 

 

30303-52 BOYS CLUB AND GIRLS CLUB OF BRIDGEPORT INC – PROJECT 

   LEARN -- $50,000. CU -- $0.00 

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30337-53 The House of Darla – The Art of the Heart: Empowering Youth from  

   Foundation to Future, the Young Boss within.  -- $44,000 

   CU - $5,000  

It was suggested that they be allocated $30,000. This was agreeable to all. 
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Council Member Martinez joined the meeting.  

 

30245-56 Make the Road CT – Make the Road CT Student Success Center – 

   $45,000.  CU - $11,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the allocation at $11,000. 

 

30271-59 Greater Bridgeport Symphony -- $25,000.  CU - $1,000 

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $5,000. This was agreeable to all. 

 

30340-60 Bridgeport Pride Center – Social Services Navigator -- $50,000.  

   CU - $0.00 

 

This was for a staff salary. Following a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $15,000. 

 

PUBLIC FACILITIES 

 

30289-08 COB Public Facilities- Beautify Bridgeport - $60,000. CU -- $0.00 

 

Council Member Ortiz asked why the group had been allocated zero. Ms. Miller explained that 

many of the members of the Citizens Union felt that this was double-dipping. This was true for all 

the City of Bridgeport projects. It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30316-12 Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District –Downtown Bridgeport  

Colorful Crew Beautification Expansion -- $22,000.  CU -- $22,000  

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $10,000. This was agreeable to all. 

 

30366-16 New Neighborhoods, Inc. The Eleanor and The Franklin Heating Pump 

   Replacement -- $100,000. CU- $100,000.  

 

Discussion followed about the heating pumps. Council Member Cruz said that the owners have a 

number of properties in Bridgeport and recently raised the rent. The Committee agreed on $50,000. 

 

30371-21 Recovery Network of Program – Horizons Program Upgrade -- $61,400. 

   CU - $61,400.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that many of these organizations can receive other funding. It was 

suggested that they be allocated $30,000. This was agreeable to all. 

 

30391-22 Recovery Network of Programs – Recovery Counseling Services Upgrade 

   $42,500.  CU - $42,500  

 

It was suggested that they be allocated $30,000. This was agreeable to all. 
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30273-25 Connecticut renaissance – Maple Street Work Release Flooring Replacement  

   For Kitchen and Dining Room. -- $30,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the allocation at $30,000. 

 

30297-25 Community Resources for Justice – EPH Flooring – Floor Replacement – 

   $46,447.40. CU - $46,447.40 

 

This is the first of two applications. It was decided to reduce the allocation to $20,000. 

 

30312-27 Community Resources for Justice – EPH Furnace -- $27,235.84 

   CU -- $27,235.84 

 

It was decided to allocate $30,000. 

 

303348-34 City of Bridgeport – Sustainability Office – Planting Trees in the Park City 

   $106,500.00. CU - $0.00  

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

 

30370-35 City of Bridgeport – Sustainability Office – Restoring Native and  

Environmental habitat in Bridgeport – BEEport -- $110,000 

 CU -- $0.00  

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30404-39 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation -- Beardsley Park Playscape – 

   $450,000. – CU -- $149,664.16 

 

It was decided to keep the funding at $149,664.16. 

 

30401-41 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – Walking Path –  

   $325,000.   CU -- $0.00 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30374-42 Hall Neighborhood House – HNH Early Learning Center Classroom Sinks 

  $20,190.  CU - $20,190. 

 

It was decided to keep the funding at $20,190. 

 

30405-47 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – West Park/Skate Park –  

$300,000. CU -- $0.00 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

406-46 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – B.J. Brown Park/Playscape 
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   -- $500,000.  CU --  

 

A discussion followed who was responsible for that memorial park. It was agreed to allocate 

$100,000 

 

30239-48 Community Resources for Justice – Office Pavement -- $110,079. CU -- $0.00  

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

30380-54 BOYS CLUB AND GIRLS CLUB OF BRIDGEPORT, INC – JEROME 

   ORCUTT BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB FACILITY IMPROVEMENT 

   WINDOWS  $494,224.00. CU - $494,224.00 

 

Council Member Cruz pointed out that they had not begun to spend the previously funded 

allocations. Council Member Martinez said that there were no minutes on their Board meetings 

and she never sees anyone there. There has been numerous years when funding was allocated but 

not spent and no work has been done. It was suggested that they be allocated $100,000.  

 

30286-57 Pivot Ministries Inc – Exterior Renovation of Jane Street 

   Properties -- $188,000. CU -- $188,000 

 

All of the Committee agreed that Pivot was an excellent program. Following a brief discussion, it 

was decided to keep the funding at $188,000.  

 

30295-58 Universal Women’s Rehabilitation Love Shelter – Shelter Improvements 

   $350,000. CU --  $250,000  

 

Discussion followed about the fact that they had emailed their presentation. Ms. Miller said that 

the presenter had been ill and they were also told that their group would not be receiving any 

funding. It was decided to allocate $100,000.  

 

CDBG HOUSING 

 

30314-04 City of Bridgeport Health and Human Services – BPT Lead Hazard Control  

– $25,000. CU- $25,000 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was decided to keep the funding at $25,000.  

 

30328-20 Bridgeport Fire Department – Bridgeport Fire Department Free  

Smoke Alarms -- $50,000. 

 

It was agreed to keep the funding at $50,000.  

 

30298-31 Baldwin Holdings, Inc. Carroll Avenue Development - $250,000.  

   CU -- $250,000. 

 

It was agreed to keep the funding at $250,000.  
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City of Bridgeport OPED/HCD: Housing & Delivery -- $175,000 

 

It was agreed to keep the funding at $175,000.  

 

City of Bridgeport OPED/HCD: Homeowner Rehab -- $150,000 

 

It was agreed to keep the funding at $150,000.  

 

CDBG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

 

30320-18 Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District – Downtown Bridgeport  

Business Equity in Action District. -- $75,000. CU -- $0.00  

 

It was decided to keep the funding at zero. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE CONT’D. 

 

Ms. Miller informed the Committee that they still had $11,000 for the Public Service category. 

 

30330-10 Ortiz Boxing, Inc. – Ortiz Boxing, Inc. -- $68,000. CU -- $20,000. CONT’D.  

 

It was decided to allocate a total of $36,753.40 to Ortiz Boxing. 

 

30332-06 Save Our Babies INC – Youth Mentor Program -- $50,000.00. CU- $0.00 

   CONT’D. 

 

After a brief discussion, the amount of $5,000 to $10,000 for Save Our Babies, Inc.  

 

PUBLIC FACILITIES CONT’D. 

 

30348-34 City of Bridgeport – Sustainability Office – Planting Trees in the Park City  

-- $106,500.00. CU - $0.00 – CONT’D. 

 

It was decided to allocate $106,500.00 for the Sustainability Office – Planting Trees in the Park 

City program.  

 

30406-46 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – B.J. Brown Park/Playscape 

   -- $500,000. CU $0.00.  CONT’D.  

 

The Committee reviewed the numbers and decided to allocate $250,000  to the B.J. Brown Park 

Playscape.  

 

30404-39 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation -- Beardsley Park Playscape – 

   $450,000. CU – 149.664.16.   CONT’D. 
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The Committee reviewed the numbers and decided to allocate $250,000 to the Beardsley Park 

Playscape. 

 

30366-16 New Neighborhoods, Inc. The Eleanor and The Franklin Heating Pump 

   Replacement -- $100,000   CU -- $100,000. CONT’D.  

 

After a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $100,000 to the Eleanor and The Franklin 

Heating Pump Replacement project. 

 

30297-26 Community Resources for Justice – EPH Flooring – Floor Replacement – 

   $46,447.40.  CU – $46,447.40 CONT’D.  

 

After a brief discussion, it was decided to allocate $46,447.40 to the Community Resources for 

Justice replacement floor project.  

 

30312-27 Community Resources for Justice – EPH Furnace -- $27,235.84.  

CU - $$27,235.84  CONT’D.  

 

The Committee reviewed the numbers and decided to allocate $27,235.84  to the Community 

Resources for Justice Furnace project.  

 

30405-46 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – West Park/Skate Park – $300,000.   

CU - $0.00 CONT’D. 

 

It was decided to allocate 193,288.16 to the West Park/Skate Park. 

 

HOPWA/ESG FUNDING. 

 

The Committee then reviewed the HOPWA/ESG Funding allocations. Ms. Miller gave them a 

very brief overview of the allocations, which were determined by professionals.  

 

HESG – EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT. 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING CDBG 

ALLOCATIONS: 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 


