CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
MARCH 10, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice Chair; Aishah Wright Abdullah;
Joe Larcheveque; John Marshall Lee; Daee McKnight; Steve McKenzie
Rev. Moises Gonzalez (6:25 p.m.)

OTHERS: T. Toms, City Attorney; Mark Anastasi, Esquire; Anthony Paoletto,
Special Projects Manager; Council Member Maria Pereira

A Public Hearing will be held before the Charter Revision Commission of the City of
Bridgeport (“Commission”) on Monday evening, March 10, 2025 beginning at 6:00 p.m., in
the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 45 Lyon Terrace, Bridgeport, Connecticut, relative
to the following: to elicit public testimony pertaining to the revision of the Charter of the
City of Bridgeport. This first statutory hearing is conducted in accordance with C.G.S. Sec.
7-191 (a).

Commissioner Eaton called the Public Hearing to order at 6:18 p.m. She each speaker would
have three minutes. If someone had additional comments they wished to make, they could return
to the podium after everyone else has been heard.

Commissioner Sweeney requested that all speakers keep their remarks to the topic and be
respectful. There will be no debate. She noted that there were index cards available for the public
to submit questions if they wished to do so.

Mr. Marc Delmonico of Battery Park Drive was the first speaker. He greeted the Commissioners
and said that he was the Chair of the Bridgeport Republican Party. He spoke about the two party
system and noted that the Democratic Party in Bridgeport feels that they have no need to answer
to anyone. He mentioned the issues of the election fraud cases that were currently underway. He
mentioned a City Council Member who felt that no one had the right to question their eligibility
to remain in office. He asked when the City would determine that enough was enough. Even so,
it was just business as usual. Is this the best thing for the City?

Mr. Delmonico said that through minority representation the citizens of Bridgeport could gain a
different perspective. Minority representation would provide a more balanced view point. He
concluded his remarks after three minutes.

The next speaker was Council Member Maria Pereira. She greeted the Commissioners. Council
Member Pereira distributed the following document to the Commissioners.
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Councilwoman Maria Pereira
Charter Revision Recommendations

Public Hearing Monday, March 10, 2025

CHAPTER 1- General Provisions

Section 6 - Only those notices required to be published in a local newspaper per state statute should be.
The City can create a highly visible webpage for ordinance changes, CDBG notices, procurement, etc.
nggoul ave taxpayers thousands of dollars annually.

N xS

Section 4 — Both the City Clerk & Town Clerk serve four-year terms just as the Mayor does and run on
the same years as the position of mayor, and they are also compensated positions. A vacancy in either
position should be handled the same way a vacancy in the mayor ship is filled.

Section 6 — Evette Brantley was aiready a councilwoman when she was reelected in 2021. However,
prior to taking her oath for her new term from December 2021-November 2023, she passed away. Her
death created a vacancy through November 30, 2021, however, she had not been administered her oath
for the new term when she passed. She was the councilwaman “elect”, not the councilwoman who had
been sworn in for the new term. This is no different than a president elect. The counci! moved to fili the
vacancy although no “vacancy” had occurred. Evette Brantley would have had to been sworn in and the
certificate of her oath certifying the oath had been administered, filed with the City Clerk BEFORE her
status as the councilwoman was official and BEFORE a vacancy could have occurred. In the rare instance
this occurs, a special election should occur within 120 days established by the mayor.

Section 8. - All elected officers of the town and city shall hold their respective offices during the terms
for which they shall be chosen except in case of their death, resignation, or be convicted of a crime
requiring incarceration.” may be a violation of the CT Constitution)

All appointed commissioners serving on a board, commission or similar municipal bady shall hold
their respective offices during the terms for which they shall be chosen. The appointee may serve an
automatic ninety-day extension. The City Council may grant an additional 90-day extension with a
two-thirds vote of the membership. The commissioner will either cease serving on the respective
ninetieth or one hundred eighty daysbased on the City Council’s determination. Once an appointee's
term is expired and the initial 90-day extension has commenced, the City Council may nominate its
own appointee to fill the position on the board, commission or similar municipal body. The
administration must report back on nominees to the City Council within 45 days.

No municipal employee, elected or appointed official may also serve concurrently as a voting member
of a board, commission or similar municipal body unless expressly authorized by state law.

{Please consider a salary/stipend for commissioners)

City of Bridgeport

Charter Revision Commission

Public Hearing

March 10, 2025 Page 2



Section 10. -Registrar of Voters

I believe CT state law allows a third registrar who simply needs to obtain more votes than the minority
party registrar. Hartford, CT has had as many as three registrars. The registrar is elected to a four-year
term like the mayor, town clerk and city clerk. If there is a vacancy in a registrar position, the deputy
registrar should not automatically assume the role of registrar. A special election should be ordered by
the mayor within 120 days.

Section 12 — Sheriffs

There is no reference as to how a vacancy in the Sheriffs office will be addressed. There are 6 sheriffs
with a maximum of three from one party, and they also serve 4-year terms. This omission needs to be
addresses. If there is a death, resignation, etc. how is the vacancy addressed. It should be a special
election ordered by the may within 120 days.

Section 16 — Boards and Commissions: Membership

I believe this needs to be updated to include ALL the protected classes including “sexual orientation” ?
It appears the word “to” is missing after shall endeavor...

CHAPTER 3-MAYOR

{ e } DELETE (It shall be the further duty of the mayor to fill, by appointment, any vacancies in office in
all cases in which the Mayor is given by law the power to appoint.)

{1} Any mayoral appointment of a cabinet level position of a department or agency as outlined in the
City Charter shall be nominated by the Mayor with the majority of the City Council membership

roviding consent and confirmation prior to the position being filled. Interim/Acting a
may only serve ninety-days prior to requiring consent by a majority of the City Council membership.

Repaginate the existing { 1} to (j)

* Ourgovernor and U.S. President nominate cabinet level positions which must be approved
and confirmed by the CT state legislature and U.S. Senate respectively. This would be no
different.

Council Member Pereira then went on to review the details of each of the sections with the
Commissioners.

Commissioner Gonzales joined the meeting at approximately 6:25 p.m.

Council Member Pereira continue to review the details of Sections 8, 10, 12 and 16 with the
Commissioners along with reviewing her thoughts on the section on the Mayor in Chapter 3
before addressing the details about Chapter 5 dealing with the City Council.
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CHAPTER 5 — City Council

There is 3 movement to reduce the City Council to 10 district specific councilmembers with five
members at large. | oppose this measure for the following reasons:

Based on 2020 Census data:

Bridgeport - 148,564 residents, w/ 20 council members who receive a $15,000 stipend

Stamford - 135, 470 residents w/ 40 unpaid alderman

New Haven — 134,023 residents w/ 30 alderman who receive a $2,000 stipend. $5,000 is currently
being considered

Hartford — 121,054 residents w/ 9 at large alderman. They receive $15,000 each plus expense
reimbursement

In 1929, Congress capped the amount of congressional house members at 435. Each congressman
represented 280,000 constituents in 1930. In 2020, each congressman represented 762,000
constituents. Smaller districts provide constituents with more direct and accessible representation.
The larger the district; the more difficult it is to organize and utilize collective power to oust an
incumbent.

| do believe it is important to require a twenty five percent {5} or a third (7} of the City Council be
made up of minority representation. CT state law requires every board and commission in CT to have
a third of its members be from minority parties. We currently have 20 democrats serving on the city
council. An idea might be to add 5 at large minority party council members. | am not sure if it would
be legal to add 5 elected offices reserved solely for minority party representation.

We should be open to debate and different points of view and perspectives with the majority
deciding. | am not sure how to achieve this, however, the attorney with expertise in city charter
revisions can assist.

Section 3. Remove this entire provision. “the MAYOR presides at the meetings of the city council, but
shall have no vote therein except in case of a tie. The mavyor shall not vote to break a tie in the
election of city council president or adoption of an ordinance.

Under Robert’s Rules of Order, a tie means the motion fails. The President of the United States
doesn’t cast a vote to break ties, neither does the governor. The mayor should not be presiding over
the City Council meetings as we are the co-equal branch of government serving on the checks and
balances on the mayor/executive branch of government. The City Council President should be chairing
our meetings. The President of the U.S. does not Chair the House of Representatives or the U.S. Senate
proceedings. Neither does the Governor of CT.
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Section 4. (a) We elect a City Council President for a full two-year term. | would request we elect a City
Council President at the first meeting in December of EACH year as the Board of Education does.

Proposed change: “The president of the city council shall preside over City Council meetings with the
ability to cast a single vote.” There is no legislative body that | am aware of where a member of a
legislative body has the ability to cast two votes, one as a member and one as a Chair. Remove all
references to the mayor acting as Chair or presiding over city council meetings.

Section 5. (a} Proposed change: “The city council shall hold regular meetings at such times as may be
fixed by ordinance. The Mayor, the City Council President, and three of more council members shail
submit a written request to the City Clerk convening a special meeting within 14 days of submission.”

Currently, only the mayor can call a special meeting of the city council. We are the co-equal branch of
municipal government, yet, the City Council President cannot convene a special meeting, and three
members of the council have to submit a written request to the mayor to call a special meeting of the
legislative body we were elected to. The mayor shall convene a special meeting “within a reasonable”
time which needs to be defined. State law allows any three school board members to call a special
meeting of the board within 14 days.

(b) No elected official can be ousted from elective office; therefore, this needs to be removed. The CT
Supreme Court has ruled our state constitution has no recall provisions to remove elected officials. 5
towns have removal provisions that were codified in their town charters BEFORE the CT Constitution
was ratified, therefore, only those towns can remove an elected official. Bridgeport is not one of
them.

( ¢ ) Remove the reference to “the mayor.”

(d) Please clearly define what constitutes an “emergency” where the City Council can add an item to
a regular meeting agenda, suspend the rules by two-thirds requiring the matter be referred to
committee for an in-depth discussion and instead voting on it immediately. This is repeatedly done
without “... an emergency existing which requires immediate action on the matter.” This denies the
public an opportunity to be aware of the agenda item and to be heard on it.

(f} (1) Please insert: “... or matter in which he/she or an immediate family member defined as
grandmother, grandfather, mother, father, sister, brother, son, daughter, to include in-laws, has a direct
or special pecuniary interest or where his property will be directly or especially affected thereby.”

(f} (2) You cannot remove an elected official; therefore, this needs to be removed. There will need to be
a different defined punishment or it should be removed.
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(g) (1) “No member of the city council shall, during the time in which he/she serves as a member of
the city council, be appointed or hold any office, the emoluments of which are to be paid from the city
treasury.” PLEASE add “be employed, appointed or hold any office ...” Jeanette Herron and Mary
McBride Lee are BOE Employees whose salaries are paid from the city treasury. Maria Valle is an
employee of the city at the East Side Senior Center. They are appointed to city jobs funded via the
treasury, however adding “be employed” better defines the prohibition. | question the legality of the 20
city council members receiving an annual stipend as it is paid from the city treasury.

No CT state employee is allowed to serve in the CT Legislature.

(g) (2) Proposed change: “No person while holding office as a member of the city council shall be a
member of any of the municipal boards, commissions or similar public agency unless authorized by state
statute, and no member of the city council shall be appointed to an office by any of such municipal body
which compensation is to be paid.”

Commissioner Sweeney thanked Council Member Pereira for her comments. She asked if there
was anyone else present who would like to address the Commission to please come forward and
added that if someone did not wish to speak but had questions, they could write them on the
index cards.

Ms. Tatiana Urena, of Stillman Street then came forward to address the Commissioners. She
greeted the Commissioners and said this was the first time she was speaking to them. Ms. Urena
spoke about the parking situation and requirements. She said that not everyone would be able to
walk or use public transportation. There are people who can’t find parking every day and
allowing development without additional parking will make it worse. She asked if the affordable
housing will be affordable without parking. The parking should be a requirement. Having 25 or
50 apartments without associated parking will create a bigger problem.

Mr. Marc Delmonico of Battery Park Drive came forward again and noted that Council Member
Pereira has spoken at length about her concerns. He spoke briefly about the Town Committees
and thanked the Commissioners for their time.

Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the
Commission to please come forward.

Council Member Pereira came forward and said that there was an issue with the Democratic
Town Committee [DTC] and noted that there was some type of competition. She said that the
DTC did not represent her District. She asked where it says in the Charter that the Town
Committees should be selecting candidates. She mentioned Special Elections.

Another speaker in the audience responded to Council Member Pereira’s comments.

Mr. Joel Gonzalez of Lenox Avenue came forward to address the Commissioners. He noted that
right now, the Council was all Democrats and that there was no other voices heard.
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Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the
Commission to please come forward. No one came forward.

RECESS

Commissioner Sweeney announced a Recess at 7:05 p.m. She reconvened the meeting at 7:10
p.m.

Commissioner Sweeney read the following written comment in to the record:
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Mr. John Marshall Lee came forward to speak. He said that there had been a number of speakers
earlier in the meeting. He said that Council Member Pereira had presented a number of issues.
The Executive branch needs to be balanced by the Council. He suggested that the two items
needed to be balanced out by the public because there were many unaffiliated voters in the City.
He added that there should be civic conversations where all comments were welcomed, along
with clarifications on the civic rights.

Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the
Commission to please come forward.

Mr. Daee McKnight came forward and noted that it would be important to listen to the residents.

Another resident came forward to speak. Commissioner Sweeney asked if it was related to the
Charter. The resident shook his head and returned to his seat.
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Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the
Commission to please come forward.

Another resident came forward and explained that she was a Spanish speaker and her remarks
were related to the East Side. She said that a review of the codes was very important to her. If
there is additional information, the Commissioners should have a few more Public Hearings.

Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the
Commission to please come forward. No one else came forward.

ADJOURNMENT

** COMMISSIONER HOSIER MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** THERE WAS A SECOND.
**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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