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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 

MARCH 10, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice Chair; Aishah Wright Abdullah; 

Joe Larcheveque; John Marshall Lee; Daee McKnight; Steve McKenzie 

Rev. Moises Gonzalez (6:25 p.m.) 

 
OTHERS:  T. Toms, City Attorney; Mark Anastasi, Esquire; Anthony Paoletto,  

   Special Projects Manager; Council Member Maria Pereira 

 
A Public Hearing will be held before the Charter Revision Commission of the City of 

Bridgeport (“Commission”) on Monday evening, March 10, 2025 beginning at 6:00 p.m., in 

the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 45 Lyon Terrace, Bridgeport, Connecticut, relative 

to the following: to elicit public testimony pertaining to the revision of the Charter of the 

City of Bridgeport. This first statutory hearing is conducted in accordance with C.G.S. Sec. 

7-191 (a). 

 

Commissioner Eaton called the Public Hearing to order at 6:18 p.m. She each speaker would 

have three minutes. If someone had additional comments they wished to make, they could return 

to the podium after everyone else has been heard.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney requested that all speakers keep their remarks to the topic and be 

respectful. There will be no debate. She noted that there were index cards available for the public 

to submit questions if they wished to do so.  

Mr. Marc Delmonico of Battery Park Drive was the first speaker. He greeted the Commissioners 

and said that he was the Chair of the Bridgeport Republican Party. He spoke about the two party 

system and noted that the Democratic Party in Bridgeport feels that they have no need to answer 

to anyone. He mentioned the issues of the election fraud cases that were currently underway. He 

mentioned a City Council Member who felt that no one had the right to question their eligibility 

to remain in office. He asked when the City would determine that enough was enough. Even so, 

it was just business as usual. Is this the best thing for the City? 

Mr. Delmonico said that through minority representation the citizens of Bridgeport could gain a 

different perspective. Minority representation would provide a more balanced view point. He 

concluded his remarks after three minutes.  

The next speaker was Council Member Maria Pereira. She greeted the Commissioners. Council 

Member Pereira distributed the following document to the Commissioners.  
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Council Member Pereira then went on to review the details of each of the sections with the 

Commissioners.  

 

Commissioner Gonzales joined the meeting at approximately 6:25 p.m. 

 

Council Member Pereira continue to review the details of Sections 8, 10, 12 and 16 with the 

Commissioners along with reviewing her thoughts on the section on the Mayor in Chapter 3 

before addressing the details about Chapter 5 dealing with the City Council.  
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Commissioner Sweeney thanked Council Member Pereira for her comments. She asked if there 

was anyone else present who would like to address the Commission to please come forward and 

added that if someone did not wish to speak but had questions, they could write them on the 

index cards.  

 

Ms. Tatiana Urena, of Stillman Street then came forward to address the Commissioners. She 

greeted the Commissioners and said this was the first time she was speaking to them. Ms. Urena 

spoke about the parking situation and requirements. She said that not everyone would be able to 

walk or use public transportation. There are people who can’t find parking every day and 

allowing development without additional parking will make it worse. She asked if the affordable 

housing will be affordable without parking. The parking should be a requirement. Having 25 or 

50 apartments without associated parking will create a bigger problem. 

 

Mr. Marc Delmonico of Battery Park Drive came forward again and noted that Council Member 

Pereira has spoken at length about her concerns. He spoke briefly about the Town Committees 

and thanked the Commissioners for their time. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the 

Commission to please come forward.  

 

Council Member Pereira came forward and said that there was an issue with the Democratic 

Town Committee [DTC] and noted that there was some type of competition. She said that the 

DTC did not represent her District. She asked where it says in the Charter that the Town 

Committees should be selecting candidates. She mentioned Special Elections.  

 

Another speaker in the audience responded to Council Member Pereira’s comments.  

 

Mr. Joel Gonzalez of Lenox Avenue came forward to address the Commissioners. He noted that 

right now, the Council was all Democrats and that there was no other voices heard.  
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Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the 

Commission to please come forward. No one came forward.  

 

RECESS 

 

Commissioner Sweeney announced a Recess at 7:05 p.m. She reconvened the meeting at 7:10 

p.m. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney read the following written comment in to the record: 

 

 
 

Mr. John Marshall Lee came forward to speak. He said that there had been a number of speakers 

earlier in the meeting. He said that Council Member Pereira had presented a number of issues. 

The Executive branch needs to be balanced by the Council. He suggested that the two items 

needed to be balanced out by the public because there were many unaffiliated voters in the City. 

He added that there should be civic conversations where all comments were welcomed, along 

with clarifications on the civic rights.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the 

Commission to please come forward. 

 

Mr. Daee McKnight came forward and noted that it would be important to listen to the residents.  

 

Another resident came forward to speak. Commissioner Sweeney asked if it was related to the 

Charter. The resident shook his head and returned to his seat.  
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Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the 

Commission to please come forward. 

 

Another resident came forward and explained that she was a Spanish speaker and her remarks 

were related to the East Side. She said that a review of the codes was very important to her. If 

there is additional information, the Commissioners should have a few more Public Hearings.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to address the 

Commission to please come forward. No one else came forward. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COMMISSIONER HOSIER MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** THERE WAS A SECOND. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


