CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
APRIL 3, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice Chair; Aishah Wright Abdullah;
Thomas Gaudett, Rev. Moises Gonzalez, John Marshall Lee; Susan
Martin; Steve McKenzie

OTHERS: Council President A. Nieves; M. Anastasi, Esquire

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Sweeney called the meeting to order 6:00 p.m. and called the roll. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

* March 10, 2025 Special Meeting
The following corrections were noted:
Page 1, under CALL TO ORDER,; line 1, please make the following changes:

Commissioner Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m.
To:
Commissioner Sweeney called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.

Page 2, paragraph 1, please replace the following:

Commissioner Sweeney said that the Commission would be holding a Public Hearing
next.
To:
Commissioner Sweeney said that the Commission would be holding the next Special
Meeting on March 15, 2025 at 999 Broad Street at 10:00 a.m.

Page 2, under ADJOURNMENT please change the following from:

Commissioner Sweeney adjourned the Charter Revision Commission Special Meeting at
6:17 p.m.

To: Commissioner Sweeney adjourned the Charter Revision Commission Special Meeting at
6:00 p.m.

** COMMISSIONER HOSIER MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10, 2025
SPECIAL MEETING AS AMENDED.

** COMMISSIONER WRIGHT ABDULLAH SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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* March 10, 2025 Public Hearing

** COMMISSIONER HOSIER MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10, 2025
PUBLIC HEARING AS SUBMITTED.

** COMMISSIONER WRIGHT ABDULLAH SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL ACTION REGARDING AMENDMENTS TO;

» Chapter 2: Officers and Elections.
» Section 13: Boards and Commissions Members; Residency Requirements.
» Section 16. - Boards and Commissions: Membership.

* All sections of the Charter related to boards and commissions.

** COMMISSIONER SWEENEY MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT AS EXHIBIT 1 -
DRAFT #2 — MARCH 31, 2025 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY -
ADDITIONAL REVISIONS FROM THE MARCH 26, 2025 MEETING,

CHAPTERS 1, 2,4,7,9.

Commissioner Sweeney directed everyone to page 4 regarding Section 13: Boards and
Commissions Members; Residency Requirements. There were some comments from the Council
and from the public regarding this issue. Council Member Pereira had submitted comments about
this section that addressed having municipal employees in appointed positions on Boards or
Commissions. She read in Council Member Pereira’s suggested addition to the section.

Atty. Anastasi noted that there were some State statutes about this. According to CGS 7-4218e,
municipal employees can serve on Boards or Commissions with three exceptions: Board of
Finance, unless it is the legislative body. In Bridgeport, they can serve on the City Council. They
may not serve on a Land Use Board and the final exception is that a municipal employee may not
serve on a Board that supervises their job, i.e. a Police Officer serving on the Police
Commission. He went on to explain this has come up a number of times in the past. Discussion
followed.

Commissioner Gaudett pointed out that there were a number of people who felt that the Section
13 should be deleted completely because it was also covered in Section 2 where it indicates all
officers of the City, elected or appointed, have to be electors of the City. He said that there had
been some issues in the past. He pointed out that when Board Members or Commissioners fail to
follow the requirement for registering with the Town Clerk annually and there are no
consequences, it weakens the entire process. He added that he had called the State Ethics
Commission about this after the last meeting and they will be back in touch with him in a few
weeks. They want to look at what Bridgeport has and give them some recommendations.
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Commissioner Lee said that he had gone to the Town Clerk’s Office in November and December
of 2024 and there were only about 15 people registered out of a potential 150 Commissioners or
Board Members.

Commissioner Hosier asked about Chapter 2, Section 17, points a and b, which speaks to the fact
that the Mayor has the right to remove an official due to incompetency. Commissioner Hosier
felt that this was a vague term. He suggested they define it more completely or remove it
completely. Discussion followed about combining the two points and clarifying the definition of
incompetency. Atty. Anastasi pointed out that an issue like attendance is an objective standard.

Commissioner Gaudett said that he was going to ask City Attorney to combine the two sections
since they were almost duplicated. The discussion then moved to the importance of attendance
which would have an impact on quorum and how the adjusted heading language should read.

There was also a brief discussion about the definition of the word “officer”. Commissioner
Martin asked if they could get a list of the positions that would be considered officers that would
require residence. Atty. Anastasi reminded everyone that the State exempts employees belong to
a collective bargaining agreement, such as Police and Fire.

Commissioner Gaudett suggested that they remove the word “officers” and change “registered
voters” to “electors”. Discussion followed about the fact that there are Council Members who
want to have Department heads live in Bridgeport. Additional discussion followed about unusual
Commissions where there are non-residents on the Board by virtue of their positions, such as the
Airport Commission, which has the Mayor of Stratford as a member.

Commissioner Gaudett asked for clarification on the “Board of Admission of Electors” in
Chapter 2, Section 11. It was also noted that there was reference to “selectmen” in other sections,
which is not an active position in the City.

The discussion moved to the City Hall Committee, which controls the maintenance of 45 Lyon
Terrace along with the sale of City property. That Committee is composed of the City Clerk, the
Director of Finance and the City Council President. Council President Nieves explained that if an
item is vetoed by the City Hall Committee, it is not presented to the Council for approval.

Commissioner Hosier asked what would happen if the Council decided to abolish a Commission
such as the Parks Commission. Atty. Anastasi pointed out that the Commission was considering
the model used by Atty. Mednick, which is a bare bones Charter where all the more detailed
items are handled via ordinance. Commissioner Gaudett said that all the Commissions would
have to be transferred to the Ordinances or they would end up with some Commissions in the
Charter and others in the Ordinances.

Commissioner Hosier asked about changing the Town Clerk and City Clerk to civil servants and
wished to know who they would be reporting to.

Commissioner Sweeney said that she would prefer to discuss that later because there was a
simple change in Chapter 2, Section 16. She noted that in Draft 2, sexual orientation had been
added but she would also like to include disability, marital status, gender ID or expression,
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military status, veteran status or genetic information. She said that Connecticut Human Rights
and Opportunity Commission and is part of the anti-discrimination law based on State statutes.

Commissioner Gaudett asked Commissioner Sweeney to email him that language for inclusion.
He added that he would be re-numbering the sections because they were removing Sections 2, 11
and 13.

Commissioner Martin then gave a brief overview of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination
Act (GINA) which prohibits discrimination in health insurance coverage and employment based
on genetic information. Atty. Anastasi pointed out that regarding the Boards and Commissions,
the City would not be hiring an individual. Commissioner Gaudett suggested that it should really
apply to all City employees and officials, which would mean it should be included in Chapter 1.
It should be a rule across the board. Discussion followed.

Commissioner Sweeney noted that the title in Section 17 was highlighted and this was a change
that City Attorney Toms had made. This was agreeable to all.

Commissioner Gaudett directed everyone to page 5 in Draft #2. There had been earlier
discussions about the City and Town Clerks. If the City and Town Clerks are no longer elected,
who would be the appointing authority. Commissioner Martin pointed out that the two Clerks
were responsible to the electorate. If they move from elected positions to appointed positions, the
person they would report to would be included in the Job Description. Atty. Anastasi suggested
that Commissioner Gaudett should check with Atty. Mednick about this. He also pointed out
that the Police Chief and Fire Chief were selected by the Mayor. There were also questions about
whether the positions would be terms or employment duration. Discussion followed.

DISCUSSION OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND OTHER LEGAL
REQUIREMENTS REGARDING RECORDS RETENTION
OF CITY DOCUMENTS.

Atty. Anastasi handed out a document and explained that the retention of records is governed by
State law.

** COMMISSIONER SWEENEY MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT INVOLVING
RECORD RETENTION AS EXHIBIT 2.

Atty. Anastasi gave a brief overview and advised the Commission that there was no need to get
involved in this area because it is governed by State law. Commissioner McKenzie asked what
would happen if someone found out there was a problem with the documents. Atty. Anastasi said
that they would file a complaint and there is a State process that would begin. It is already illegal
to shred documents.

Commissioner Lee asked where the oversight on this was. He went on to suggested that they
have someone designated to follow up on this.
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Commissioner Martin pointed out that FOI and records retention was not included in the Charter.
Commissioner Gaudett suggested that since they had spoken about Ethics Commission looking
out for certain issues such as residency, they should include FOIA in that.

REVIEW OF EDITS TO CHAPTERS 2,4, 7 &9

Commissioner Sweeney asked the Commissioners to look at the highlighted sections that they
had not discussed. There was a question regarding Chapter 1. Commissioner Gaudett said that
they should hold off on Chapter 1 because they have asked outside counsel for
recommendations.

The Commission then reviewed Chapter 2, Section 5 changes. Commissioner Martin said that by
not using the word “resident” paired with “elector”. Commissioner Gaudett said that a resident
has the ability to vote, but may not be registered. He suggested that they included this in Chapter
1 where they listed the definitions. Commissioner Martin said that she would be fine with this.

The discussion moved to page 7 and 8 of Draft 2, involving bonding and discussed what type of
wording should be used in this section. They also reviewed Section 68c; Section 8, Section 10.

Commissioner Martin pointed out that on page 7, in Section 10, it states “There shall continue to
be two Registrars of Voters” and she recommended that they change that to “There shall be two
Registrars of Voters”.

Commissioner Sweeney then noted a small change at the top of page 8.

DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC HEARING ON APRIL 9, 2025, FROM 6:00 PM TO 8:00 PM,
NORTH BRANCH3455 MADISON AVENUE, BRIDGEPORT CT 06606

Commissioner Sweeney asked that this information will be posted as soon as possible.
Commissioner Hosier asked that the Council Members receive this information. Council
President Nieves made a note of this. Commissioner Sweeney said that there would be another
one at Newfield Library. Discussion followed about distributing various handouts.

ADJOURNMENT

** COMMISSIONER HOSIER MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** COMMISSIONER MCKENZIE SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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