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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

PY 51 ALLOCATION 

PUBLIC HEARING 

MARCH 18, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Council Special Committee on CDBG 

    M. McBride-Lee, (135th) Co-chair 

    Jazmarie Melendez, (138th) Co-chair 

    Aikeem Boyd (133rd) 

    Jorge Cruz, Sr. (131st) 

    Eneida Martinez (139th) 

    Richard Ortiz (135th) 

    Dasha Spell (132nd) 

 

    Citizens Union Members 

    Carmen Hernandez (137th) 

    Margaret Judge (132nd) 

    Kelly McGee (135th) 

    Galen Murray (130th) 

    Nicole Nelson (130th) 

    Linda Olmo (134th) 

    Jessica Resto (138th) 

    Denise West (134th) 

     

  

OTHERS:  Melissa Oliveira, HCD Program Manager; Angerice Miller, Senior HCD  

Manager; Ava Showah, HCD Administrative/IDIS Finance Coordinator; 

Council Member M. Pereira  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Public Hearing on the PY 51 CDBG Requests was called to order at 6:37 p.m. Each applicant 

came forward to present their application and their funding amounts to the Council Members and 

Citizens Union members present.  

 

30281-01 Klein Memorial—Theater Arts -- $20,000. 

 

Mr. Laurence Cao came forward and greeted everyone. He gave a brief overview of the Theater 

Arts program. 

 

30168-02 LifeBridge Community Services- Behavioral Health Case Management 

   $25,000 

 

No one came forward to present the application. 
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30323-03 Downtown Cabaret – Ticket subsidies for Children’s Theater –  

   $138,434.00 

 

Mr. Hugh Halliman came forward and greeted everyone. He gave a brief overview of the 

Children’s Theater program and the ticket subsidies. 

 

30314-04 City of Bridgeport Health and Human Services – BPT Lead Hazard Control  

– $25,000 

 

Ms. Jackson came forward and greeted everyone. She gave a brief overview of the Lead Hazard 

Control program.  

 

30280-05 COB Public Facilities – Mayor Conservation Corp Program -- $70,000 

 

Ms. Staltero came forward and greeted everyone. She gave a brief overview of the Mayor 

Conservation Corp Program. 

 

30332-06 Save Our Babies INC – Youth Mentor Program -- $50,000.00 

 

Mr. Lyle Jones, Sr.; Lonnie Jones, Lyle Jones, Jr. and Leneill Jones came forward to present the 

application. They gave a brief overview of the mentoring program. 

 

30282-07 COB Public Facilities – Senior Trips -- $25,000. 

 

Ms. Staltero came forward and greeted everyone. She presented the application and gave a brief 

overview of the Senior Trip program. 

 

30326-09 COB Public Facilities – Pickin Up Project -- $50,000. 

  

Ms. Staltero came forward and greeted everyone. She presented the application and gave a brief 

overview of the Pickin Up Project. 

 

30330-10 Ortiz Boxing, Inc. – Ortiz Boxing, Inc. -- $68,000. 

 

Mr. Carlos Nieves, Ms. Jennifer Nieves and Jacob “Lefty” Marrero came forward to present the 

application. They gave a brief overview of the program and answered the group’s questions.  

 

30296-11 Community Resource for Justice – Support Service for Formerly  

Incarcerated Individuals -- $137,752.00 

 

A representative from the group came forward and greeted everyone. The representative proceeded 

to give a brief overview of the services that they provide for the formerly incarcerated individuals.  
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30316-12 Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District –Downtown Bridgeport  

Colorful Crew Beautification Expansion -- $22,000.  

 

Ms. Lauren Coakley-Vincent came forward and greeted everyone. She proceeded to give a brief 

overview of the program and explained why they wished to expand it.  

 

30374-13 Wakeman Boys & Girls Club – Smilow-Burroughs Clubhouse -- $20,000.  

 

Mr. Tim Cepetelli and Ms. Sabrina Smeltz came forward to present the application. They gave a 

brief overview of the work that was needed at the site.  

 

30386-14  Bridgeport Health Department – Utility Shut Off Program -- $50,000. 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Rodriguez, the Health Department Director, came forward and greeted everyone. 

She presented the application and outlined how it assisted Bridgeport city residents in time of need.  

 

30294-15 Wakeman Boys & Girls Club – Madison Avenue Clubhouse -- $25,000. 

 

Mr. Carolos Collazo and Ms. Sabrina Smeltz came forward to present the application. They gave 

a brief overview of the work that was needed at the site.  

 

30366-16 New Neighborhoods, Inc. The Eleanor and The Franklin Heating Pump 

   Replacement -- $100,000 

 

A representative of the group came forward to present the application and answer the group’s 

questions about the heat pumps.  

 

30252-17 Kids Empowered by Your Support, Inc. KEYS Intern Program -- $25,000.  

 

A representative of the group came forward to present the application and answer the group’s 

questions about the program and how it helps support the residential youth. 

 

30320-18 Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District – Downtown Bridgeport  

Business Equity in Action District. -- $75,000. 

 

Ms. Lauren Coakly-Vincent came forward and greeted everyone. She proceeded to give a brief 

overview of the young entrepreneurs program for the downtown area.  

 

 30369-19 The Color Positive Thought Organization – Home Economics Pilot Program  

-- $19,500. 

 

Mr. Harry Bell came forward to address the group and gave an overview of this new pilot program 

he wished to start.  
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30383-20 Bridgeport Fire Department – Bridgeport Fire Department FR -- $50,000. 

 

Acting Fire Chief Lance Edwards came forward to greet everyone. He spoke about the free smoke 

alarm program that the Department has provided for many years.  

 

30371-21 Recovery Network of Program – Horizons Program Upgrade -- $61,400. 

 

A representative of the group came forward to present the application and answer the group’s 

questions about the needed upgrades.  

 

30391-22 Recovery Network of Programs – Recovery Counseling Services Upgrade 

   $42,500. 

 

The group representative presented the second application and answer the group’s questions about 

the counseling services they provide.  

 

30267-23 nOURish Bridgeport – Promoting Local Businesses and Small Vendor 

   Collaboration in Bridgeport Farmer’s Market -- $50,000 

 

Ms. Lauren Coakly-Vincent came forward and greeted everyone. She proceeded to give a brief 

overview of the very successful past markets and the program needs.  

 

30313-24 Hoops and Dreams Foundation, Inc. – Hoops and Dreams Foundation 

-- $15,000. 

 

A representative of the group came forward to present the application and answer the group’s 

questions about the program.  

 

30273-25 Connecticut renaissance – Maple Street Work Release Flooring Replacement  

   For Kitchen and Dining Room. -- $30,000 

 

No one came forward to present the application. 

 

30297-26 Community Resources for Justice – EPH Flooring – Floor Replacement – 

   $46,447.40 

 

A representative of the group came forward to present the application and answer the group’s 

questions about the needed work. 

 

30312-27 Community Resources for Justice – EPH Furnace -- $27,235.84 

 

The group representative presented the second application and answer the group’s questions about 

the furnace replacement. 
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30250-28 Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust Inc. – Bridgeport Financial Empowerment 

   & Housing Stability Initiative. -- $50,000. 

Ms. Doris Latorre came forward and greeted the everyone. She presented the application and gave 

a brief overview of the program initiative.  

 

30309-29 Arts for Learning Connecticut – Higher Order Thinking (HOT) Schools 

   At Harding. -- $30,000. 

 

A representative of the group came forward to present the application and answer the group’s 

questions about the work with the Bridgeport Public School students. 

 

30288-30 The Village Initiative Project, Inc. VIP College Prep Program – VIP College 

   Prep Program College Tours 

 

Ms. Wilson and a group of students who were involved in the VIP College program came forward 

to address everyone. They spoke about how successful the program has been over the years and 

their plans for the future. 

 

30286-57 Pivot Ministries Inc – Exterior Renovation of Jane Street 

   Properties -- $188,000 

 

Mr. Richard Williams came forward to greet everyone. He updated them on work at Jane Street 

and the need for upkeep of the building. 

 

303348-34 City of Bridgeport – Sustainability Office – Planting Trees in the Park City 

   $106,500.00 

 

Mr. Chadwick Schroeder came forward to give an overview of this City program to increase the 

number of trees in Bridgeport and answered the group’s questions about the program.  

 

30370-35 City of Bridgeport – Sustainability Office – Restoring Native and  

Environmental habitat in Bridgeport – BEEport -- $110,000 

 

Mr. Schroeder gave an overview of this City program to restore native plantings and environmental 

habitat in the City.  

 

30404-39 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation -- Beardsley Park Playscape – 

   $450,000 

 

Mr. Schroeder gave an overview of this City project for a Beardsley Park Playscape.  

 

30401-41 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – Walking Path –  

   $325,000. 
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Mr. Schroeder gave an overview of this City program to build a new walking path and gave the 

details about the location.  

30405-46 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – West Park/Skate Park –  

$300,000. 

 

Mr. Schroeder gave an overview of the project that would put a skate park in an area where the 

wasn’t one.  

 

30406-47 City of Bridgeport/ Parks and Recreation – B.J. Brown Park/Playscape 

   -- $500,000 

  

Mr. Schroeder gave an overview of the project that would update the playscape at B.J. Brown 

Park.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** THERE WAS A MOTION TO ADJOURN. 

** THERE WAS A SECOND. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


