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  CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CDBG 

PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 2, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Council Special Committee on CDBG 

    Council President A. Nieves, Acting Chair;     

    Aikeem Boyd (133rd) Acting Co-chair 

    Jorge Cruz, Sr. (131st) 

    Eneida Martinez (139th) 

    Richard Ortiz (135th) (7:02 p.m.) 

    Dasha Spell (132nd) (7:10 p.m.) 

 

    Citizens Union Members 

    Carmen Hernandez (137th) 

    Tamela Jones (130th) 

    Margaret Judge (132nd) 

    Kelly McGee (135th) 

    Galen Murray (130th) 

    Nicole Nelson (130th) 

    Jessica Resto (138th) 

    Silva Smith (132nd) 

    Denise West (134th) 

    Sally Zwierlein (133rd) 

 

OTHERS: Council Member M. Pereira, Melissa Oliveira, HCD Program Manager; 

Angerice Miller, Senior HCD Manager; Ava Showah, HCD 

Administrative/IDIS Finance Coordinator 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Council President Nieves called the meeting to order at 6:29 p.m.  

 

[Audio begins at 17:00] 

 

30329-38 Bridgeport Youth Lacrosse – Sports for Peace -- $45,500. 

 

The representative came forward and greeted those present. He gave a brief overview of the 

program and said that their focus was working with youth through teaching them to look for 

peaceful resolutions and giving them an outlet through lacrosse.  

 

Council President Nieves said that all the questions should be directed through the Chair. 

Council Member Pereira objected. This was followed by inaudible cross talk.  

 

 

 

 



 

City of Bridgeport 

CDBG  

Public Hearing 

April 2, 2025                                                                                              Page 2 

30402-37 Career Resources Inc. -- Strive 2025 -- $14,000. 

 

The representative came forward and greeted those present. She gave a brief overview of the 

program and noted that the funding would be used to support salaries and benefits. 

 

30400-40 Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust d/b/a Building Neighborhoods Together  

(BNT) – empowering Financial Futures: Bridgeport High School and 

Young Adults Financial Literacy Initiative -- $50,000.   

 

Ms. Latorre came forward and greeted everyone. She gave a brief overview of the program and 

answered questions. 

 

Council President Nieves said that all the questions should be directed through the Chair. 

Council Member Pereira objected. This was followed by a minute of inaudible cross talk.  

 

Council Member Spell joined the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

 

30374-42 Hall Neighborhood House – HNH Early Learning Center Classroom Sinks 

  $20,190. 

 

Ms. Jennifer Buckley, the Hall Neighborhood House Grant Writer and Mr. Nicolas Sentementes, 

the Hall Neighborhood House Development Director, came forward and greeted everyone. They 

gave a brief overview of the project to install more sinks for children to wash their hands and 

answered questions. 

 

30279-43 Hall Neighborhood House – HNH Early Learning Center Curriculum – 

   $3,630. 

 

Ms. Buckley and Mr. Sentementes gave a brief overview of the proposed program.  

 

30283-44 Hall Neighborhood House – Educational Opportunity Program with  

   Expanded ESL Service -- $20,000. 

 

Ms. Buckley and Mr. Sentementes gave a brief overview of the proposed program for ESL 

clients. Discussion followed about the details of the program. 

 

30283-45 Hall Neighborhood House – HNH Senior Center Patio Furniture –  

   $4,699.00 

 

Ms. Buckley and Mr. Sentementes gave a brief overview of the proposed purchase of additional 

patio furniture for the Senior Center.  

 

30243-49 Groundworks Bridgeport – Community Garden Refresh -- $88,539.87 

 

Mr. Tanner Burgdorf came forward and greeted the group. He gave a brief overview of the 

project and explained that they have been able to help residents learn about health food.  
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30398-50 Groundworks Bridgeport – Urban Fellows – Placemaking 2.0 – 

   $21,035.73 

Mr. Tanner Burgdorf  and a representative named Jessica came forward to give a brief summary 

of program and detailed how they work with students. They answered questions from the group.  

 

0309-51 Creative work City Lights Bridgeport Art Trail – Bridgeport Art Trail 

   Common Threads – training + mentorship + community 

   Voice -- $228,160.00 

 

Ms. Susan Kochmar, and a representative named Jason came forward to present the application 

and gave the details of the various types of art that they would be working on.  

 

30303-52 BOYS CLUB AND GIRLS CLUB OF BRIDGEPORT INC – PROJECT 

   LEARN -- $50,000. 

 

30380-54 BOYS CLUB AND GIRLS CLUB OF BRIDGEPORT, INC – JEROME 

   ORCUTT BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB FACILITY IMPROVEMENT 

   WINDOWS  $494,224.00 

 

Mr. Kevin Laing came forward and greeted the group. He gave a comprehensive overview of the 

two applications, the finances involved and answered questions about the earlier grants and the 

delay in receiving the work permits. 

 

30337-53 The House of Darla – The Art of the Heart: Empowering Youth from  

   Foundation to Future, the Young Boss within.  -- $44,000 

 

The youth leaders for the program: Da’Veon Rucker, Da’Mhir Rucker and Saniyah Mojice came 

forward to present the application and answer questions. The audience applauded at the 

conclusion of their remarks.  

 

30327-55  The Success Village Apartments, Inc.  – The Success Village Apartments,  

Inc. – $1,000,000.00 

 

Ms. Oliveira informed the group that the application had been withdrawn. 

 

30245-56 Make the Road CT – Make the Road CT Student Success Center – 

   $45,000. 

 

Ms. Barbara Lopez came forward to give a brief overview of the program and explained that this 

grant would be used towards staff salaries. She answered questions on the various financial and 

programmatic details.  

 

30295-58 Universal Women’s Rehabilitation Love Shelter – Shelter Improvements 

   $350,000 

 

Council President Nieves said that an email had been sent to the organization on 4/3/25.  
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30271-59  Greater Bridgeport Symphony -- $25,000. 

 

There was no one available to present the application. Council President Nieves was informed 

that the representative was ill.  

 

Council Member Pereira objected. This was followed by a minute of inaudible cross talk.  

 

30340-60 Bridgeport Pride Center – Social Services Navigator -- $50,000.  

 

A representative named Jason came forward to present the application.  

 

Council Member Pereira objected. This was followed by a minute of inaudible cross talk.  

 

Mr. Jason answered the questions asked by the group.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** THERE WAS A MOTION TO ADJOURN. 

** THERE WAS A SECOND. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

  


