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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CONTRACTS COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 8, 2025 

ATTENDANCE: Jeanette Herron, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz, Eneida Martinez, Ernest Newton, 

Richard Ortiz, Dasha Spell 

OTHERS: Council Member(s): M. Pereira, & M. Valle; Joseph Formato, Property 

Manager, Tanner Burgdorf, Groundworks Bridgeport Deputy Director; 

Acting Fire Chief Lance Edwards; Aaron Curry, Public Facilities Deputy 

Director 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Herron called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 • January 14, 2025 Regular Meeting 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 14, 

2025 REGULAR MEETING.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 14, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING PASSED WITH FIVE (5) IN FAVOR (HERRON, CRUZ, 

NEWTON, ORTIZ AND SPELL) AND ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MARTINEZ) . 

 

 • February 20, 2025 Special Meeting.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 20, 

2025 SPECIAL MEETING.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER SPELL SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 20, 2025 

SPECIAL MEETING PASSED WITH FIVE (5) IN FAVOR (HERRON, CRUZ, 

NEWTON, ORTIZ AND SPELL) AND ONE (1) ABSTENTION (MARTINEZ) . 

 

17-24 Proposed Resolution Approving and Authorizing a License Agreement with 

Groundwork Bridgeport, Inc. to access and manage twelve (12) Community 

Garden Sites.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 17-24 PROPOSED 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH 

GROUNDWORK BRIDGEPORT, INC. TO ACCESS AND MANAGE TWELVE (12) 

COMMUNITY GARDEN SITES.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED. 
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Mr. Joe Formato, the Property Manager for the City of Bridgeport, came forward to speak on the 

item. 

 

Mr. Tanner Burgdorf, the Deputy Director of Groundworks came forward to present an overview 

of the proposal. Discussion followed.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO AMEND AGENDA ITEM 17-24 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING A LICENSE 

AGREEMENT WITH GROUNDWORK BRIDGEPORT, INC. TO ACCESS AND 

MANAGE TWELVE (12) COMMUNITY GARDEN SITES AS DISCUSSED. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO AMEND AGENDA ITEM 17-24 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 17-24 AS AMENDED PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

41-24 Proposed Resolution Approving and Authorizing Entry into and Participation in 

the Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement – Fairfield County Hazardous 

Incident Response Team.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 41-24 PROPOSED 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING ENTRY INTO AND 

PARTICIPATION IN THE AMENDED AND RESTATED INTERLOCAL 

AGREEMENT – FAIRFIELD COUNTY HAZARDOUS INCIDENT RESPONSE TEAM.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED. 

 

Acting Fire Chief Lance Edwards came forward to present the item to the Committee and answer 

their questions.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 41-24 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

45-24 Proposed Assignment of Tax Liens for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED AGENDA ITEM 45-24 PROPOSED 

ASSIGNMENT OF TAX LIENS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED. 

 

 The Committee discussed the proposed tax liens.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 45-24 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

55-24 Proposed Memorandum of Understanding and License Agreement between 

Sacred Heart University, Inc. and City of Bridgeport and Board of Parks 

Commissioners.  
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** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 55-24 PROPOSED 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY, INC. AND CITY OF BRIDGEPORT AND BOARD OF 

PARKS COMMISSIONERS. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED. 

 

Mr. Curry came forward and greeted the Council Members. He explained that Sacred Heart 

would be paying for any repairs during the three year contract.  

 

Council Member Pereira requested that a cost chart be included in the Committee’s 

documentation in the future.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 55-24 PROPOSED MEMORANDUM 

OF UNDERSTANDING AND LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY, INC. AND CITY OF BRIDGEPORT AND BOARD OF 

PARKS COMMISSIONERS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


