
 

City of Bridgeport 

Budget and Appropriations  

Regular Meeting 

June 9, 2025                                                                                            Page 1 

CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS  

COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 9, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Scott Burns, Co-chair; Ernest Newton, Co-chair, Jeanette Herron, 

Frederick Hodges, Mary McBride-Lee, Richard Ortiz, AmyMarie 

Vizzo-Paniccia 

 

OTHERS:  R. Porter, Police Chief; P. Grech, Assistant Police Chief; Frank 

   Magneri, OPM Director; Kathleen Brickett, OPM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Newton called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m. A quorum was present.  

 

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES: 

 

• February 10, 2025 (Regular Meeting) 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 

2025 REGULAR MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE  MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING AS SUBMITTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

• March 31, 2025 (Special Meeting) 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MCBRIDE-LEE MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 

31, 2025 SPECIAL MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE  MINUTES OF THE MARCH 31, 2025 SPECIAL 

MEETING AS SUBMITTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

MISSING REVENUES: 

 

•Revenue stream and process updates from OPED; Police Department; Public 

Facilities/Airport. 

 

Council Member Newton noted that the fact that the Police Department was the only Department 

that had shown up. Council Member Burns said that he had information from the other 

department.  

 

Mr. Magneri said that he has access to the information on the revenues that they generate. Police 

Chief Porter said that he had a revenue report.  



 

City of Bridgeport 

Budget and Appropriations  

Regular Meeting 

June 9, 2025                                                                                            Page 2 

Council Member Burns said that it is difficult for the B&A to fill in the budget gaps. He said that 

the Towing line item, which has a number of subcategories, was blank and information on the 

alarms.  

 

Police Chief Porter explained that any revenue that the Police Department generates is a by-

product of their mission and goal. He explained that there had been a halt in collecting the 

$25.00 towing fee based on direction from the City Attorney’s Office that it was not appropriate 

to be collecting that fee. The Police Commission and the City Attorney’s Office are working on a 

way to continue that fee and he gave a possible solution that is being considered.  

 

Council Member Newton said that the towing fee had been a Bridgeport policy for a long time 

but they hadn’t seen any revenue from this. Police Chief Porter said that once they were 

informed by the City Attorney’s Office that collecting the fee was against State Law, they 

stopped collecting the money. They do charge towing companies for being included on the 

towing and accident call list.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that in her business, they are charged an administrative fee 

by the towing company. That revenue goes to them. There’s a lot of misinformation out there 

and the towing is regulated by the State.  

 

Police Chief Porter said that there was even more regulations that had just passed for the towing 

companies. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Herron said that this issue had started at least four years ago and the Council 

had tried to get the funding to go directly to the Police Department. She said that the City 

Attorney’s Office has had this issue for four years and she asked Council Member Burns to 

check why they had not resolved this.  

 

Police Chief Porter reviewed the revenues from the towing companies for being on the tow and 

accident call list. Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that those amounts were permit fees.  

 

Council Member Herron said that they were talking about a $25.00 fee that would go into a pot. 

It is important to separate the funding sources. While it may only be a small amount, it will help 

towards overtime or equipment. It’s been over three years that the City Attorney’s have been 

researching this.  

 

Council Member Burns said that they needed to get the answers from the City Attorney’s Office 

and spoke about removing the fee from the ordinance if it is against the State Ordinances. 

Discussion followed about where the fees would be on the line items.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ADD A DOCUMENT TITLED 

“BRIDGEPORT YTD REVENUE BUDGET REPORT” TO THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 

06-09-2025A.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Discussion followed about the various amounts on the line items and the regulations around 

private towing. 

 

Council Member Burns asked about the processing of the other revenue streams. He was told 

that each department deposits their own receipts.  

 

Council Member Newton asked about speeding. Chief Porter said that they have increased their 

Traffic Division and they will be meeting on June 16th about red light cameras. He said that the 

study indicates that it will slow people down.  

 

Council Member Hodges said that there had been an increase in the number of people being hit 

by cars. Chief Porter agreed and added that the Council will have to approve the red light 

ordinance. Discussion followed about potential locations.  

 

Chief Porter said that he had reached out to New Haven to find out what mistakes that they had 

encountered in order to avoid those issues. He was asked if the City would receive revenue from 

those fines. Chief Porter said they would.  

 

Discussion followed about the cost of having a police car stationed on road jobs versus the 

amount the revenue they generate.  

 

Council Member Newton said that if the police officers are reckless drivers, they should pay for 

the damage to their police cars. Chief Porter said that they have started to tighten up on how the 

officers drive and will take holidays if the officers are driving recklessly. Assistant Chief Grech 

said that the switch over to SUVs should slow people down.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that one of the reasons they chose the 6 cylinder vehicles 

was because it would save on gas and wear and tear.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia cautioned the Committee in that according to the Department of 

Labor, if an employee is driving their employer’s vehicle during their shift or on call hours, the 

employer is responsible for the vehicle, and the employees driving it.  

 

Council Member Herron said that she was pleased to hear that they were going to be using SUVs 

because it was part of the NLC plan. She asked for the details and said that there was a pilot 

program that never was implemented.  

 

Council Member Burns asked about Special Events and OT reimbursement. Chief Porter said 

that they were talking about events at the Amphitheater, the Arena, the concerts including Sound 

on Sound or parades that requires permits. Assistant Chief Grech reviewed the details with the 

Committee.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that one parade cost over $8,000 and noted that the 

Juneteenth Parade was less expensive because they don’t have to close the City streets. She felt 

that people felt having it in the Park was a rip-off.  
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Council Member Burns asked about parking violations. He said that they had been doing a great 

job in towing abandoned cars. He asked about the violations payment process. Assistant Chief 

Grech said that they were working on getting permission from the State to put up signs to 

prevent tractor trailers from parking on State roads.  

 

Council Member Burns asked if the night shift are ticketing parking violations. Chief Porter said 

that the night shift officers are busy but they are trying to ticket when they can.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia asked about the food trucks and noted that they are becoming a 

problem just as much as tractor trailers.  

 

Council Member Hodges asked if they were licensed. Chief Porter said that they are licensed 

through the Health Department. Council Member Hodges asked if they were restricted from 

residential areas. Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said she had spoken to the Chief about this 

because some of them are running continually through the night. 

 

Council Member Newton thanked Chief Porter and Assistant Chief Grech for their time.  

 

Council Member Burns said that Sikorsky had been up and down financially in the last few 

years. Ms. Dailey has been doing most of the processing and Mr. Norko has been the acting 

manager there for the last two years. They couldn’t be present due to conflicting issues.  

 

Ms. Brickett said that due to the sudden transition, the staff had been entering the figures into 

one account and Ms. Brickett has been sorting things out.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ADD A DOCUMENT TITLED “CITY 

OF BRIDGEPORT SIKORSKY AIRPORT REVENUE UPDATE” TO THE RECORD AS 

EXHIBIT 06-09-2025B.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The Airport has not had a full time manager for some time. Several Council Members noted that 

the position has been posted. Council Member Herron said that she had been told that there are 

interviews underway right now.  

 

Council Member Burns said that he had spoken with Mr. Coleman about a revenue report. He 

said that he asked Mr. Coleman to have something prepared for July. Council Member Newton 

said that he would be cc-ing the Mayor about this to let him know that OPED had not come 

before the Budget Committee.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that she would also like to know about the signage fees for 

the parking lots and parking garage. She said the Committee was not getting the revenue 

information they needed or their questions answered. She added that she wanted to see cancelled 

checks and receipts from both parties. Council Member Newton said that he wanted to get a copy 

of both the original contract and the amended one.  

 

Council Member Burns said that he did not ask about PILOTS or the Building Department.  
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• GENERAL DISCUSSION RE: REVIEW OF THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

There was no report at this time.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 


