CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
JUNE 12, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice Chair; Aishah Wright Abdullah;
Rev. Moises Gonzalez; Tom Gaudett, Joe Larcheveque; John Marshall
Lee; Susan Martin

OTHERS: Council Member M. Pereira; Anthony Paoletto, Special Projects Manager;
Tyisha Toms, City Attorney; Mark Anastasi, Esquire

CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Sweeney called the Public Hearing to order at 6:17 p.m. A quorum was present.

Ms. Sweeney said that each speaker would have three minutes, but if they had more to say, they
could come up a second time after everyone else had spoken. There were also index cards
available for those who might wish to submit written comments. There was also a sign up sheet.

A Public Hearing will be held before the Charter Revision Commission of the City of
Bridgeport (“Commission”) on Thursday evening, June 12, 2025 beginning at 6:00 p.m., at
the Black Rock Library, 2705 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06605 relative to the
following: to elicit public testimony pertaining to the revision of the Charter of the City of
Bridgeport. This third statutory hearing is conducted in accordance with C.G.S. Sec. 7-191

(a).

The public is invited to submit written testimony at the Public Hearing in addition to,
or in lieu of, presenting live testimony to CharterRevision@bridgeportct.gov.

Mr. Joseph Sokolovic came forward and greeted the Commissioners. He thanked them for their
service on the Commission. He said that he had concerns about the legal representation for the
Bridgeport Board of Education through the City Attorney’s Office. Mr. Sokolovic said that this
was problematic on many levels. He said that the State had separated the powers of the Boards of
Education from the State and local legislators to prevent conflicts of interest.

Education is one of the major costs for the City and one of the first items that is often cut during
reconciliation. Education should be the last place where there are cuts, not the first place. Having
a legal counsel that is not independent from the Mayor’s Office is detrimental because there have
been several cases where the BOE may have to bring legal action against the City. If the City
Attorney’s in charge of that legal action, they can appoint whomever they want. He added that
many of the political campaign donors are from law firms.

Mr. Sokolovic asked how much independence an employee of the Mayor’s exercise in choosing
an attorney for the BOE. He said that they would lean towards appointing an attorney that would
get them a decision that the Council and the Mayor would like.
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He proceeded to cite the example of the bus patrol where the City receives the revenue from the
tickets issued to drivers who break the law. However, the BOE pays 100% of the bus
transportation contract. That is one potential conflict if the BOE sued the City for that revenue.

Mr. Sokolovic then spoke about the Minimum Budget Requirement (MBR) which the City is
required to allocate to the BOE. He said that recently the Council had approved an extra $1
million dollars for the MBR along with 875 being allocated outside the MBR for the buses. The
same thing happened in either 2018 or 2019 when the BOE increased the walking distance and a
promised $1.5 million dollars for transportation never was received.

Mr. Sokolovic said that he had more examples, but his time was up.

Ms. Sweeney asked if there was anyone else present who would like to speak. No one else came
forward. She invited Mr. Sokolovic to return to the podium to finish his comments.

Mr. Sokolovic said that the BOE has a problem with the MBR every single budget cycle. He said
that an astronomical and unacceptable amount of money was spent on legal issues in 2024/2025.
They need different leadership and pointed out that they could not change the entire Charter due
to one term of leadership. It’s time to think of the future and the future generations.

The legal expenses were unnecessary. There is different leadership now and they are reigning in
the expenses. It is important to have an independent attorney to speak up for the students and to
speak up for everybody. If the Board had a truly independent attorney during the last year, there
were many cases that would have turned out differently. The mismanagement was supported by
the Mayor. He mentioned that the Mayor rode the school bus with the Superintendent, who was
only useful until she became a problem. He asked if this Mayor was the one that they want to be
in charge of the education and funding the schools.

Mr. Sokolovic said that when they went out to bid, the City Attorney listed what services that
they could provide for the BOE. Mr. Sokolovic said that they are trying to effectively put it into
the Charter to make it explicitly permitted. He felt that they couldn’t restrict the BOE on the
legal issues. The money that comes into the BOE is spendable exclusively at the discretion of the
Board and the City cannot dictate one dollar that is spent towards education because the State
mandates this.

Ms. Sweeney asked if the BOE does use the City Attorney. Mr. Sokolovic said that the City
Attorney provides routine services to the BOE with no charge. However, the City Attorney
cannot handle specialty education matters. During the most recent BOE meeting the City
Attorney tried to limit their services on an RFP and wants them to delay the project. However,
the job listing is already posted.

Council Member Jorge Cruz came forward and stated that he represents the 131st District. He
said that he was impressed with all the research that Ms. Sweeney had done for meeting the
previous night. He was also glad when the Commission allowed the Council Members to speak.
He asked the Commission to check into the various cities and towns to find out how many of
them have the Mayor running the Council Meeting. Having the Mayor run the meeting is
problematic for him because the Council has a Council President and a Council President Pro
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Tempore. He felt this needed to be changed and the Council President should be running the
Council meetings.

He went on to say that when he lived in Massachusetts, the Council President ran the meetings.
During Council Member Cruz’s trip to D.C., he spoke with one of the aldermen from New
Haven who told him that the Mayor was invited to address the body if there is something that is
important, but once the Mayor is done, he or she is escorted out of the building. This eliminated
the sense of influence for the aldermen. He asked them to consider having the Council President
run the meetings.

Ms. Sweeney said that she had some information about this issue but it needed to be more
detailed.

Council Member Michelle Lyons came forward and greeted the Commissioners. She thanked
everyone for the opportunity to express their opinions the previous day. Ms. Sweeney’s research
was good. Council Member Lyons said that she agreed with Council Member Cruz regarding
having the Council President conduct the Council meetings. She supports this idea and felt it was
the right thing to do. The Council President’s job is to oversee the Council and the Mayor has
other responsibilities. She said that the Council President should retain the right to vote on the
various matters. In Committee meetings, the Council Member who chairs only votes to break a
tie.

Council Member Lyons said that she did not have a solution for working out the Minority Party
Representation, but felt that there should be a mixtures of people on the Council. In America, the
soldiers fought so that everyone can run for office. She reminded everyone that at one point in
time, she was a Republican. There is also the Working Families Party who gets together with
some individuals to sponsor. They are on the ballot. It is the strength of the party behind you.
Everyone still has the right and opportunity to run. She thanked everyone for their hard work.

Mr. John Marshal Lee came forward and said that he had gotten to know Ms. Aguilera, who is
the legislative staffer for the Council. The Council Members approved the position a year ago
after ignoring it for 20 years. He said that he was speaking to the attendees about the meeting the
previous night.

Mr. Lee said that he had been involved in a project about Citizen Purpose. The Charter Revision
Commission was authorized in January 2024. He gave the details and said that this was to insure
the representation of a group of citizens with fairness and inclusion to the way the City presents
itself. The Commission was being asked to update the Charter within a 90 day timeline after not
having done so since 2012 under the Finch administration. The proposed changes were not
approved and lost by one vote. That meant that all the work that the previous Commission had
done was set aside. It has been a long time since a Charter revision was actually done.

Mr. Lee said that in the past, he had attended Board of Education meetings and the BOE has a
separate budget, separate rules and not. One of the areas of focus. This Charter Review is
focused on Civil Service which is how the City implements compensated work on behalf of the
City for benefits and cash. The Mayor and City Council have a purpose which is to modernize
the checks and balances to a more current standard. The Boards and Commissions have a job to
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encourage and to afford more qualified people to seek and participate in public service with
timely appointments and evaluations of their work. New administrative procedures and training
along with the procedures adopted and enforced, such as Ethics with changes that may provide
room for “pride” when the word Bridgeport is mentioned in relation to governance or in a
political sense. He said that there was not a Commission that looked at energy or the youth
outside of the Board of Education. The public hearing allow the Commission to hear the issues
that people have and their concerns. The Commission is not finished with their work and asked
that the public send in their ideas because it is good civics practice.

He said that he had copies of the U.S. Constitution and a listing of the bill of obligations on it.
He also distributed a listing of when Casual Conversations would be held in all of the five City
Libraries. Civics is the study of citizen rights and duties. Mr. Lee invited everyone to come and
learn more about the city in their own Districts. It will cover governance, structure and how
problems or concerns are handled. He suggested that people come with their questions or
concerns. He said that he had extra copies of the flyers so that people can distribute them in their
neighborhoods.

Ms. Sweeney asked if there was anyone else who would like to speak. No one came forward.

Mr. Hosier thanked everyone for coming and noted that there would be another meeting on
Saturday at 10 a.m. at 999 Broad Street and the Commission would be presenting their work to
the Council on Monday. He said that people could contact the Commissioners with their
concerns.

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING.
** MS. MARTIN SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Telesco Secretarial Services
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