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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REGULAL MEETING 

MAY 28, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Eneida Martinez, Co-chair; Jeanette 

Herron, Ernest Newton, Rolanda Smith, Maria Valle; Michelle 

 Lyons (6:10 p.m.) 

 
OTHERS: Council Member(s): Council President A. Nieves, S. Burns, J. 

Cruz, M. McCarthy, R. Ortiz & M. Pereira; Aaron Curry, Deputy 

Director, Public Facilities; M. Jankovsky, Associate City Attorney 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.  

 

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES: 

 

• April 21, 2025 (Public Hearing) 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 21, 2025 

PUBLIC HEARING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

• April 22, 2025 (Regular Meeting) 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 22, 2025 

ORDINANCE MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER SMITH SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Council Member Pereira asked why the technology was not being used. Council Member Boyd 

replied he didn’t know. Council Member Martinez said she had not been trained to use the 

equipment.  

 

58-24 Proposed Amendment to the Municipal Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12.28 – Park 

Use Regulations, amend Section 12.28.190 – Adult Sports Team Registration Fees. 

(For the purpose of ordering a Public Hearing only) 

 

**COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADD THE AMENDMENT TO THE 

AGENDA.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Council Member Martinez noted that they needed to describe what they were adding to the 

agenda.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON WITHDREW HIS MOTION TO ADD THE 

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON WITHDREW HER SECOND. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADD AGENDA ITEM 58-24 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

CHAPTER 12.28 – PARK USE REGULATIONS, AMEND SECTION 12.28.190 – ADULT 

SPORTS TEAM REGISTRATION FEES. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

**COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO AMEND AGENDA ITEM 58-24 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

CHAPTER 12.28 – PARK USE REGULATIONS, AMEND SECTION 12.28.190 – ADULT 

SPORTS TEAM REGISTRATION FEES. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Mr. Curry greeted the Committee. He explained that there was originally a $100 fee for sport 

teams to use the fields. The Parks Commission wished to raise it to $200 and that request was 

brought to the Committee. The Ordinance Committee wished to have it raised to $300 and that 

request was sent back to the Parks Commission. The Parks Commission felt that $250 would be 

the best. The amendment changes the amount from $100 to $250.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMOUNT OF $250.00 

AS AMENDED.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

**  COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM  58-24 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

CHAPTER 12.28 – PARK USE REGULATIONS, AMEND SECTION 12.28.190 – ADULT 

SPORTS TEAM REGISTRATION FEES AS AMENDED. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

**  COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT INTO THE 

RECORD TITLED “RESOLUTION  58-24 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 12.28 – PARK USE 

REGULATIONS, AMEND SECTION 12.28.190 – ADULT SPORTS TEAM 

REGISTRATION FEES AS AMENDED” AS EXHIBIT 05-28-2025A.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 



 

City of Bridgeport 

Ordinance Committee 

Regular Meeting  

May 28, 2025                                                                                            Page 3 

Please add this item to the Consent Calendar.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO ORDER A PUBLIC HEARING FOR 

AGENDA ITEM 58-24 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 12.28 – PARK USE REGULATIONS, AMEND SECTION 

12.28.190 – ADULT SPORTS TEAM REGISTRATION FEES ON JUNE 2, 2025 AT 6:00 

P.M. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

A brief discussion followed about when this ordinance would take effect. Mr. Curry reviewed the 

details with the Committee.  

 

74-24 Proposed Amendment to the Municipal Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8.60 – Solid 

Waste Collection and Disposal, amend Section 8.60.070 – License Required to 

Collect or Transport Solid Waste.  

 

Mr. Curry and Atty. Jankovsky explained that there were people who were Bridgeport residents 

that were making multiple trips a day to the transfer station. The administration is looking to put 

a limit on this and wished to issue a license to transport solid waste to the transfer station.  

 

Council Member Newton asked how they would manage it. Mr. Curry gave a brief overview of 

how they would handle this issue. He said that they would have to use the old system to keep 

track of things because it would be very expensive to upgrade the entire system. 

 

Council Member Pereira asked why non-resident were being allowed to use the transfer station. 

Mr. Curry explained that the people were Bridgeport residents but they didn’t have a hauler’s 

license. Atty. Jankovsky gave the details. Discussion followed about the haulers license.  

 

Council Member Pereira asked how they would determine whether or not the individual bringing 

solid waste to the transfer station was hauling their own waste or someone else’s. Mr. Curry 

explained that there were individuals who would bring in a load that they claimed was from their 

Bridgeport resident or from the property that they own in Stratford. It is difficult to determine if 

he is collecting the waste from his residential property or is running a business. Individuals who 

bring in more than a ton need to have a hauler’s license.  

 

Council Member Herron asked about an ordinance that was created previously. Mr. Curry said 

that he only had the current resolution.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that he supports the resolution and that people can abuse it. The 

citizens are making money but the City is not receiving the fees that they should. 

 

Council Member Lyons asked if the individuals have to show a license or document to show 

residency. Mr. Curry said that there are people who are residents and bring their stuff, but there 

are other people who are working for the owner of multiple properties. There are individuals who 

may own a three or six family home and claim they are cleaning out an eviction or something 

similar, but in truth they are operating a business. Discussion followed.  
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Council Member Newton said that if there is a set amount for loads that individuals can bring per 

day, it should cut down on the amount of trips. Discussion followed about the details. 

 

Mr. Curry said that they are currently using the scale to track the users. He said that one person 

brought in over 15 tons of construction debris in one month and that amount won’t even fit in a 

garbage truck.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that when Committee members come to a meeting, they need to 

be prepared so they don’t waste time discussing what the process is. This item was submitted to 

the Council on May 19th. She said that the elected official should go to the transfer station to see 

how many trips are being brought in, and driving around Bridgeport to see how many people are 

doing side jobs with their vans because it is costing the taxpayers of Bridgeport money. These 

individuals are doing landscaping and they are making multiple dump runs. She mentioned the 

previous issues with scrap metal scandal.  

 

In order to deal with this issue the City has to start charging. One land owner who owned about 

60 properties in Bridgeport was complaining about Mr. Burgos because the property owner was 

being required to purchase a sticker for the dump – and this property owner also has properties in 

Stratford. Mr. Curry is already on top of this issue.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that she had the Legislative Director working on this and she did 

a great job. She researched Fairfield, Naugatuck, Stratford and they all charge to dump. 

Bridgeport should be charging because the transfer station always has a line. They don’t take 

sheet rock or toilets, so people drive through the Districts to illegally dump.  

 

The ordinances haven’t been changed since 1986 or the 90’s. They are old. It is important to get 

things up to date.  

 

Council Member Lyons said that no one should be corrected for asking questions. She said that it 

was offensive. Council Member Martinez said that she didn’t offend anyone and was entitled to 

her opinion.  

 

Council Member Newton said that it was time to stop people from taking advantage of the City. 

He suggested that they charge per load because it would generate revenue and keep taxes lower. 

It would cut down on landlords who bring stuff in from all over the state. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Burns asked if they were separating out recyclable materials. He wished to 

know if there was any differentiation on the type of waste that was being dumped. Mr. Curry 

reviewed the process and reminded everyone that it is hard to identify what is in a garbage bag, 

but the staff do carry razor blades to cut open some of the bags for inspection. This is make sure 

that there’s no sheet rock. People with sheetrock are referred to Davenport.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that it sounds like they have some repeat offenders. Mr. Curry said 

that they do have repeat offenders that come on a regular basis. In the last three months, the staff 

has had to call the police about six times to remove abusers, who had previously been told to get 

a hauler’s license but haven’t.  
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Council Member Pereira said that she wanted to be careful that residents aren’t being penalized 

for using the dump. She added that she is aware of what happens when items are rejected or the 

dump is closed. She listed a number of places where illegal dumping happens. She said she was 

concerned that a lot more illegal dumping will happen. She said that they should focus on 

abusive behavior. It sounds like there was a very antiquated system just to track those who are 

abusing the system. There are several times where it says in the resolution “this is difficult to 

enforce”. She would rather focus on the abusers.  

 

Mr. Curry said that this was why they put the limit on and once the resolution is in place, there 

will be a decrease. He said that there were elderly residents who hire someone for the day to haul 

stuff. However the person who is hauling the stuff is charging the residents and they have 

enough money to pay the fee. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Newton said that the illegal dumping happens all over the City and said that 

he’s had to call Public Facilities to come and clean up the end of Read Street because of the 

dumping. It is going to continue to be a problem until they start charging.  

 

Council President Nieves said that she wanted to commend Public Facilities for their work. It is 

not the City’s responsibility to allow those who are running a business to dump for free. She said 

that she agreed with the tipping fees and reminded people about Wheelabrator’s future. A local 

resident was angry about having to get a sticker because he owns seven properties, but that is the 

cost of owning a home. She said that it was a good change. Waste Management costs are 

increasing. This is the beginning of a change.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that when Public Facilities utilized the bulk pick up last year, it 

cost them a lot of money and there was still illegal dumping.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED AGENDA ITEM 74-24 PROPOSED 

AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 8.60 – 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL, AMEND SECTION 8.60.070 – 

LICENSE REQUIRED TO COLLECT OR TRANSPORT SOLID WASTE. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


