MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF
THE HONORABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

Tuesday, May 13, 2025

Members of the public and media, please type in the following link into your web browser
to access our YouTube channel where you may view the Bridgeport Board of Police
Commissioners meeting:

https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

This meeting was called to order at 18:03 PM

1) Roll Call of Commissioners - Roll call of commissioners: Farrow, Martinez, Ferguson,

Roach, Williams

Also in Attendance: Chief Roderick Porter, Lieutenant Stacey Lyons

a) Pledge of Allegiance — none (no flag on Zoom)

b) On a motion by Commissioner Ferguson, and seconded by Commissioner Martinez, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item 1b.

c) On a motion by Commissioner Martinez and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item lc.

2) Reports:
a) Chief of Police: Chief Porter discussed year-to-date statistics for the City of

Bridgeport and the police department. Overall crime has decreased 13% from last
year. School incidents, robberies, and ShotSpotter activations have also decreased.
Chief Porter states that this summer they will be introducing neighborhood policing-
revisiting older community policing strategies such as walking. This will be
implemented in the areas of Stratford Avenue (2 officers), East Main Street (2
officers) and Park Avenue and Wood Avenue (2 officers). As the department grows,


https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

3)

b)

c)

d)

they will expand this policing to other areas. As for growth, there are currently 26
PPQO’s that will be graduating in the following weeks. They are looking to start
another class June 9™, 2025, with a minimum of 30 recruits. The Police department
is currently staffed at 310 officers and the new class will put the department at 340
officers, surpassing the mayor’s goal. Within a year and a half, the Police
Department has hired over 100 officers. For the summertime, more officers will be
assigned to high-crime areas, downtown, and in the parks. Further review of the
towing process and requests will be done by the administrative captain, lieutenant,
and the deputy chief to ensure the department meets the needs of towers and
citizens. Spring community outreach programs will increase, with Midnight
Basketball also being active and open to the community. Commissioner Roach
states the city is getting noise complaints from the Parks and he is looking at placing
signs at the entrances with the applicable fines. Chief Porter stated that they will
enforce the noise ordinances. Commissioner Roach states that he is recognizing
the amount of work the officers due for what their manpower numbers have been.
Chief Porter stated that the police “work smarter” and that the departmentis
reaching the budgeted number of officers allowed by the city. Commissioner Farrow
asks Chief Porter how the initiative for lateral transfers is going. Chief Porter states
we have recently taken in five (5) individuals from other departments and are
expecting to take in another two (2).

Union: None

Internal Affairs: None

Clerks report:
i) Date decided for Tuesday June 3, 2025, for three (3) Barros Hearing cases.

New Business:

a)

b)

Lauren Coakley Vincent expanded on the Downtown Way Finding project. Vincent
displayed examples of what the signs would look like and where they would be
located. On a motion by Commissioner Farrow and second by Commissioner
Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to suspend the rules and to add Way Finding
sighage to the agenda. On a motion by Commissioner Farrow and seconded by
Commissioner Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to approve item 3a.

Maureen Cummings addresses the board to discuss the reason and importance of a
“Multi-Way Stop” sign on Maplewood and Lenox Ave. which was previously denied



by the Board. Cummings states that there have been two accidents that have
caused thousands of dollars of damage to her property on this intersection.
Cummings states that between 2019 and 2024 there have been 16 recorded
accidents at this intersection and many more that have not been reported.
Cummings also stated that when entering the intersection, it is hard to see whether
a car is coming and that there is not enough time nor visibility to see orreactto a
speeding car. Therefore, a “Multi-way Stop” sign would be beneficial as it forces
citizens to stop and look before entering the intersection. Cummings states that she
recently had a meeting with Chief Porter in which he stated that he is familiar with
this intersection and puts his police lights on when entering due to the risk of
accidents. Cummings also states that based on the study, Maplewood is described
as a high-risk crash intersection. She argues that every other intersection along
Maplewood Ave has a 4-way stop except the Lenox Avenue intersection. This
intersection also has three businesses along the corners which increases the
number of parked cars and traffic. On a motion by Commissioner Farrow and
seconded by Commissioner Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to suspend the
rules and to add installation of a “4-Way Stop” sigh at Maplewood Avenue and Lenox
Avenue intersection to the agenda. and seconded by Commissioner Martinez, the
board unanimously voted to approve the suspension and add it to the agenda. On a
motion by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Farrow, the
Board unanimously voted to table item 3b.

¢) Councilwoman Enida Martinez expresses her concern with the towing processes
and Deputy Chief Baraja who is running this process. Councilwoman Martinez
states most of the information she requests has been denied even through FOI.
Councilwoman Martinez thanks Lieutenant Lyons for her leadership and attempts to
straighten and clean up the towing process that were thrown at her. Councilwoman
Martinez states her only concern is that the towing procedures are run according to
the ordinances and charters that are put in place. She suggests that a different
individual oversees Lieutenant Lyons because the current individual is not
addressing the situation nor are they allowing Lieutenant Lyons to do more.
Councilwoman Martinez also gives credit to Assistant Chief Grech and Joseph
Estefan for their work in towing trailers off the streets of Bridgeport. Commissioner
Roach mentions that he, the City Attorney, and Councilwoman Martinez are working
to rewrite the City Tow Ordinances.

4) Old Business:



a) On amotion by Commissioner Martinez and seconded by Commissioner Williams,
the Board unanimously voted to table item 4a due to Councilman Boyd not being
able to make this month’s meeting.

b) Mr. Smalls spoke on behalf of his mother to explain why the Handicap Parking Sign
would be beneficial for not only his mother but three (3) other individuals on that
street. There are cars that are not being moved, taking up most of the parking
spaces on the street, making it hard for Mr. Smalls’ mother to park at her home. On a
motion by Commissioner Martinez and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item 4b.

5) Correspondence: None

6) Letters of Appreciation: None

7) Widows Pension: None

8) City Engineer’s Recommendation:
a) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to approve the Following:

i)-xv) On a motion by Commissioner Farrow and seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to combine and approve items 8ai-8axv.

b) Request of the City Engineer’s Office not to approve the following:

i)-iv) On a motion by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to combine and approve items 8bi-8biv.

v) On a motion by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to table item 8bv to verify if the residence is
a single-family home.

Adjournment: On a motion by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn at 19:23 PM

SL/



