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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CONTRACTS COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

JUNE 25, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Matthew McCarthy, Co-chair; Jeanette Herron, Co-chair; Jorge 

 Cruz Sr., Richard Ortiz, Dasha Spell, Eneida Martinez (5:09 p.m.) 

 

OTHERS: Council Member(s): Council President A. Nieves, S. Burns, A. Boyd, A. 

Castillo, M. Pereira & M. Valle; James Maye, Associate City Attorney; 

Ken Flatto, Finance Director; Aaron Curry, Deputy Director, Public 

Facilities; Chad Schroeder, Project Manager; Atty. Paul Michaud, 

Michaud Law Group; TriTech representative 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair McCarthy called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. He requested those present introduce 

themselves. A quorum was present.  

 

Council Member McCarthy noted for the record that there were members of the public present 

from the 138th District. He requested that everyone be on their best behavior.  

 

93-24 Proposed Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Municipal Beneficial 

Account Services Agreement with Tritech for Participation in the State 

Agriculture and Municipal (SAM) Solar Program.  

 

Mr. Schroeder greeted everyone and gave a brief overview of the proposal on a portion of the 

Remington Woods site, which would help lighten the load for the utilities. The project would be 

located on 4 to 6 acres on the capped portion of the property in order to preserve the 300 acres on 

the Bridgeport side and would include a conservation easement into perpetuity. There will be tax 

revenue from this.  

 

Mr. Flatto said that TriTech had approached the City a few months earlier with this proposal. He 

explained that this facility would be located on the site of the former factory in order to save 

most of the property as open space. He then reviewed the financial aspect of this with the 

Council Members. Michaud Law Group will be representing TriTech. This proposal is about the 

solar aspects of the program.  

 

He also gave a quick explanation regarding the State credits bid process involved in this and how 

this would benefit the city along with the details of the negotiations. These solar panels are 

taxable, which is different from the previous solar panels that were not taxable. Mr. Flatto felt it 

was a good financial arrangement for the City.  

 

Council Member Martinez joined the meeting at 5:09 p.m. 
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Atty. Maye said that Mr. Flatto had covered the details thoroughly. He added that the purpose of 

this meeting was to discuss the disagreement involved with making the bid to the State, not the 

underlying project. He added that if TriTech does win the State bid, they could go to another 

municipality for approval.  

 

Council Member McCarthy said that he did not blame others for being upset about this potential 

project.  

 

Council Member Herron noted that Mr. Flatto had mentioned OPED twice during his comments 

and OPED was not present at the meeting. She said that she did not think OPED was on board 

with this project. 

 

Council Member Herron was also concerned about the battery operation on the unit. She said 

that there had been fires in other states. She said that originally she had been told it was urgent 

and they had to have a Special Meeting and later was informed that it could have waited for a 

regular Committee meeting. She doesn’t support Special meetings unless there is a time crunch.  

 

She said that there was a number of documents that needed to be added to the record as exhibits. 

 

Council Member McCarthy read the letter from Ms. Smith, the Groundworks President to those 

present.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ENTER A LETTER OF SUPPORT 

FROM CHRISTINA SMITH INTO THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 06-25-2025-A. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT REGARDING 

MASS FLOODING 2020 MAP OVERHEAD VIEW INTO THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 

06-25-2025-B. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ENTER A LAKE SUCCESS LAND 

USE PLAN INTO THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 06-25-2025-C. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT TITLED 

“NRES  SAM SOLAR PROGRAM, CITY OF TORRINGTON”  INTO THE RECORD AS 

EXHIBIT 06-25-2025-D. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT TITLED 

“YES, SOLAR BATERIES FOR STORAGE ” INTO THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 06-25-

2025-E. 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Mr. Flatto clarified that the storage batteries would be similar to what was at Seaside Park.  

 

He added that there had been discussions with a group who would like the entire site to remain 

green, however that was not the position of the Mayor or the Department. The administration 

would like to have energy producing projects in the City. He said that the thinking was to put 

properties that had commercial use back on the tax base. Most of the property would remain as 

open space. This discussion is solely about the solar panels and the financial aspects.  

 

Mr. Flatto reminded everyone of the process that the City uses when they receive a proposal, 

including reviewing it, and presenting it to the Council. He pointed out that the discussion helps 

everyone decide what is best for the City. It is not top secret and has to go to Zoning. Mr. Flatto 

said that he was only present to give the financial aspects of the potential clean energy proposal.  

 

The application needs to be approved at the July 8th meeting, since the Council only meets once 

a month during the summer. He said that some time line flexibility had been discovered after 

they scheduled this special meeting.  

 

Atty. Michaud then addressed the Committee members and said that there was an underlying 

sense of urgency but there is some flexibility. If it looks like the City wants the project, the 

company could move in that direction. What the company is concerned about is if the City is not 

moving in that direction, there are other cities that want the project. The goal is to benefit the 

City.  

 

Council Member McCarthy asked why TriTech hadn’t gone to Stratford. Atty. Michaud said that 

the project would not be located in Stratford. Atty. Michaud stated that he represents TriTech 

and the intention was to locate the project on the former Remington factory site.  

 

Atty. Michaud said that the system is approximately 5 megawatts and the total parcel area is 

approximately 400 acres. The solar panels would cover less than 1% of the entire parcel. The 

revenue generated from the leases and the solar energy would fund the entire park. This is a fair 

and equitable deal for the City. A Tri-Tech staff member pointed out that the solar panels would 

take up less than 5 acres.  

 

Atty. Michaud said this project has been approved by DEEP and the company already has about 

60 megawatts already installed in various locations, all of which have been improved by DEEP. 

For the record, he said they have a 90% success rate on bids and none of their projects have a 

storm water problem. When DEEP releases their report, it will address this. 

 

Atty. Michaud was asked about the process which he reviewed with the Committee and 

explained that that project goes to the Connecticut Siting Council before it is presented to the 

City Council. They have to have the financial arrangements first when they present to the Siting 

Council, which is why they are in Bridgeport discussing this proposal.  
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Council Member Spell asked for the details regarding the solar panels. Mr. Schroeder explained 

that the way that the State handles the electricity grid is that all the solar generated electricity has 

to go to a transmission line and distributed from there. This prevents live wires from shorting 

out.  

 

Mr. Schroeder noted that the summary of the 2020 Flooding report indicated that the flooding 

was caused by debris build up in the culverts. He explained that the report did not indicate that 

the debris came from the Remington Woods property and added that there has been illegal 

dumping in the past. The debris was not from the trees being cut down, but because of delayed 

maintenance.  

 

Council Member Cruz asked about the acreage that would be covered by the solar panels. He 

was told by TriTech that the panels would cover approximately 5 acres. He said that Bridgeport 

was known as “Park City” and asked what was wrong with developing along the end of the area. 

He said that he would be supporting this project. He said that someone had said that the State 

Siting Council would make a ruling on the project whether Bridgeport “like it or not”. Council 

Member Cruz said that he did not appreciate that language. However, he did not see what the 

problem was with this project.  

 

Council Member Herron said that the problem had to do with changes in the contract. The City 

has had problems before where there were variation in the contact and the City ended up with a 

raw deal. She said that she liked the idea because she believes in Solar and saving the City 

money but she wasn’t told enough information. Often the Council isn’t part of the early 

discussions and then are told that whatever the issue is, they are going to have to like it.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she was the elected Council Member from the 138th District 

and they had massive flooding issues in 2020 due to the irresponsible actions of Corteva, the 

shell corporation for Dupont. They cut down a lot of trees and all that water flooded down into 

residential communities. In some cases, it caused up to $40,000 per household. People lost 

vehicles and finished basement were destroyed in the flooding that happened twice in two days. 

She said that she gets calls in the middle of the night when there is torrential rain and spoke 

about how people were bailing out their basements with buckets and wearing fishing boots so 

their electrical systems wouldn’t short out.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she was pleased that Mr. Schroeder had stated that the Mayor 

supports this project because it is on the public record and on the video. She said that she was not 

opposed to anything about the conservation. She said that she had spoken with Stratford and two 

Corteva representatives and they were only able to answer three of her questions directly.  

 

She asked them why they were doing it in Bridgeport rather than Stratford. She was told by the 

consultants that this project has been offered to Stratford and they declined it.  

 

Secondly, she asked if any of these utilities for the Solar Park project would benefit Bridgeport 

residents by lowering the utility costs and was told no. These are reasonable questions. She said 

that they indicated it would be 4 to 6 acres and they would have to cut down trees.  
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Council Member Pereira said she asked how many solar panels would be installed and what the 

dimensions were. She was told they would get back to her with that information. They also stated 

that they would be digging down up to 18 inches on the cap because they can do that. When she 

asked if the solar panels could become airborne during a hurricane or major storm and hit 

residence, she was once again told they would get back to her. She added that they would have to 

come to a neighborhood meeting to answer questions from the residents of the state streets. 

Remington Woods is at a higher elevation than those streets.  

 

She said that she did not know yet if she was for or against this project because she didn’t have 

enough information and noted that the Corteva representative don’t have enough information 

either. She cares about people and asked why people could not swim or fish in the lake. She was 

told that they would not be allowed to do that.  

 

Atty. Michaud pointed out that TriTech was not Corteva.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she was told by the representative that the project was too far 

out to discuss details, but the very next day, the Council Members received the packet with the 

contract in it.  

 

Atty. Michaud said that they would be glad to have their consultants meet with Council Member 

Pereira to discuss this. He explained that TriTech was being allowed to develop the site and they 

had their own team with electrical and storm water people.  

 

Council Member Pereira asked if they could table this until a meeting could be arranged. She 

stated that she does not represent the corporate interest, the Mayor or anyone other than her 

constituents. She said that she would be at the Council Meetings with her constituents, before 

DEEP and also mentioned that they would have to go before Inland Wetlands if they are 

removing trees.  

 

Council Member McCarthy asked Atty. Michaud if they would be able to give the presentation at 

the July 8th Council Meeting. Atty. Michaud said that they would bring the full team in order to 

answer all the questions.  

 

Council Member McCarthy said that this was a good use, but families are threatening to move 

elsewhere.  

 

Atty. Michaud said that he had a clearer idea of timing.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that Mr. Flatto had covered the financial aspects but she wished 

to know why the Engineering Department was not present. She added that OPED should also be 

present and felt it was disrespectful to the Committee that when something comes before them, 

the departments are not present to speak about the item.  

 

She told Mr. Flatto that he had been very disrespectful to the Council because the Council makes 

the decisions, not the Mayor. While it is good to bring in revenue, saying that something will be 

done whether they like it or not is wrong. She repeated that Engineering and other departments 

should have been present and the Council needs to send these departments a message. She said 
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that she was not against this but there should be more information available. The Districts should 

also be represented. If something is happening in her District she wants to be there and have the 

community there, too. Then she can educate her constituents about what is coming to their 

neighborhood. If the departments were present, they could have answered Council Member 

Pereira’s questions.  

 

Council Member Spell said that they were present at this meeting because they need the 

Council’s approval for the next step. Atty. Michaud said that they need a contract to solidify the 

bid, and is kind of a prerequisite. There was no intention to get ahead of anyone else. He then 

reviewed the timeline with the Committee Members.  

 

Council Member Burns also had questions about the timeline and asked for a summary of 

process. Atty. Michaud said that the auction will take place in August and it is a competitive bid 

process with a submission date of September 15th. He then gave an overview of the process with 

a signing date scheduled for November. Under CT law, all projects that exceed 1 megawatt must 

be presented to the 12 member Connecticut Siting Council. That presentation will include all the 

details for the Siting Council to review. This will include the electrical and storm water issues. 

This takes about 120 days. People can intervene.  

 

Council Member Herron said that she knew there were questions but would be moving to table 

the item until July 8th when the presentation would be provided.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 93-24 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MUNICIPAL 

BENEFICIAL ACCOUNT SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH TRITECH FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE AGRICULTURE AND MUNICIPAL (SAM) SOLAR 

PROGRAM TO JULY 8TH FOR A FULL PRESENTATION OF THE PROPOSAL.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Herron asked how long the presentation would take. Atty. Michaud said it 

would be about an hour and a half without questions.  

 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L.  Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 


