CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 16, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Maria Valle, Co-chair; Mary McBride-Lee, Co-chair;
Scott Burns, Michelle Lyons

OTHERS: Angel DePara, Public Facilities; Meggy Adorno, Central Grants Office

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Valle called the meeting to order at 6:19 p.m. A quorum was present.

90-24 Grant Submission: re the State of Connecticut Department of Children and Families
Youth Services Bureau (#26532).

Ms. Adorno greeted the Committee and presented the information regarding the Youth Service
Bureau and includes recreation and outreaches to the Bridgeport youth. These programs will also
coordinate with the Juvenile Justice program. The total would be $160,834.00 with a City match
of $115,156.00. She reviewed the details regarding the allocation of the funding with the
Committee. The matching funds will come from the Human Services Fund.

Council Member Lyons wished to know if the salary position was a new one or if there was
already someone in that position. Ms. Adorno said that the position was not new and that there
was an employee already in the position. She went on to review the details of the three currently
existing positions. Discussion followed about the details of the breakout of grant funding for the
salaries including the fringe benefits.

Council Member Lyons asked which non-profit organizations would be involved. Ms. Adorno
said that she did not have the list, but would sent out the information to the Committee members.

Council Member Valle asked who would be responsible to oversee the grant. Ms. Adorno said
the Lighthouse Program would be overseeing the program. Council Member Valle asked where
she would go to apply for funding for a program. Ms. Adorno said that there were already a
number of organizations that had been invited to apply and already had been allocated funding.
Discussion followed about the details.

Council Member Valle said that the Committee would like to know what the outcome was for
the programs. She said that there were organizations that couldn’t apply since the grant funding
was already assigned. Ms. Adorno said that they would have to contact the head of the
Lighthouse program about the effectiveness of the programs. Discussion followed about the
afterschool programs.

Council Member Burns said that the funding would be found under the Lighthouse Grant in the
budget.
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Council Member Valle said that she would like to have the Grants staff to report back to the
Committee in October about how many youths received services and whether the money was
put to good use.

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED AGENDA ITEM 90-24 GRANT
SUBMISSION: RE THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES YOUTH SERVICES BUREAU (#26532).

** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Please place on the October Consent Calendar.

91-24 Grant Submission: re Regarding the State of Connecticut Department of Children
and Families Youth Services Bureau Enhancement Grant (#26540).

Ms. Adorno presented the item and explained that this was the same entity from the State and
would involve $17,208.00. That funding will be used by the Bridgeport Juvenile Review Board.
The funding will enhance the Juvenile Justice program and focuses on support for case
management provided by the JRB. The youth are students who involve in offenses and this
program assists them with not re-offending. It is a referral program that provides tutoring and
other resources.

Council Member Burns said that the former RYSAP program which is now known as “Catalyst”
had worked with this program. Ms. Adorno said that she believed that the JRB would be
referring the students to Catalyst.

Council Member Valle wished to know who manages the money. Ms. Adorno explained that the
Lighthouse Director will be overseeing the finances. This funding supports the work of JRB and
Catalyst.

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she was pleased that the City was applying for these
grants because every bit helps.

Council Member said that she would like to have the Grants staff to report back to the
Committee in October about the results of the program.

#** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED AGENDA ITEM 9124 GRANT
SUBMISSION: RE REGARDING THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES YOUTH SERVICES BUREAU ENHANCEMENT
GRANT (#26540).

#* COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS SECONDED.

#* THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Please place on the October Consent Calendar.
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97-24 Grant Submission: re Regarding the Connecticut Department of Transportation
Active Transportation Microgrants Program (#26488).

Ms. Adorno presented the item and explained that this was the Department of Transportation
grant for $3,000 for four bike racks and 25 bike locks. She listed the locations, including Post
Office Square and the Bridgeport Community Center. The four locations is still to be determined.
Eight bike locks will be at three of the locations. The business owners will determine how to give
out the locks. This will be supervised by OPED.

Council Member Valle asked if this was the first time they applied for this money. Ms. Adorno
said that the City had received $5,000 last year for another project.

#% COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED AGENDA ITEM 9724 GRANT
SUBMISSION: RE REGARDING THE CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION MICROGRANTS PROGRAM
(#26488).

#% COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Please place on the October Consent Calendar.

ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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