CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
JULY 17, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Ernest Newton, Rolanda Smith, Maria
Valle

OTHERS: Council Member(s): S. Burns, J. Cruz Sr., & M. Pereira; Thomas Gaudett,
CAOQ; Tyisha Toms, City Attorney; John Hosier, Charter Commission;
Aishah Wright Abdullah, Charter Commission; John Marshall Lee,
Charter Commission

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. A quorum was present.

* Requests from the Ordinance Committee to order two Public Hearings for
Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., at Newfield Branch Library and
Thursday, July 24, at 5:00 p.m., at North End Branch Library re: Proposed
Charter Revision Draft Report (Item #99-24).

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO SCHEDULE TWO PUBLIC
HEARINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2025, AT 5:00 P.M., AT NEWFIELD
BRANCH LIBRARY AND THURSDAY, JULY 24, AT 5:00 P.M., AT NORTH
END BRANCH LIBRARY RE: PROPOSED CHARTER REVISION DRAFT
REPORT (ITEM #99-24).

** COUNCIL MEMBER SMITH SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

* Workshop Session regarding proposed Charter Revision Draft Report
(Item #99-24).

Council Member Boyd said that the Charter Revision had done their part and now it was up to
the Council Members.

Mr. Hosier then greeted the Committee and gave a brief overview of the work that the Charter
Commission had done. He said that the overriding issue had been the establishment of an Ethics
Department and previously, there had only been one paragraph in the Charter.

Mr. Hosier also spoke about the changes to the City Clerk’s Office and phasing out another
position. Mr. Gaudett spoke about the changes regarding elected positions.

Council Member Valle said that there were a number of times when she had gone to the Town
Clerk’s Office or the City Clerk’s Office and the individuals were not there, but they were still
being paid.

City of Bridgeport

Ordinance Committee

Special Meeting

July 17, 2025 Page 1



Mr. Gaudett spoke about the fact that the positions would be Civil Service positions. He said that
the Assistant City Clerk had spoken with the Commissioners about the changes. Discussion
followed.

Council Member Pereira said that she had a problem with individuals being appointed and felt
that all the administration should be elected. She felt that the residents had less democracy
because positions, included Commissioners, were appointed rather than elected. There are 13
positions that are appointed. Mr. Lee, a Charter Commission member, reminded everyone that
during normal election cycles, that less than 10% of the electorate turn out. He said that Ethics
and Economics do not trickle down.

Council Member Pereira objected to the fact that the most recent form of the Charter was a draft
rather than in final form. Mr. Gaudett reminded everyone that the goal was to modernize the City
government. He went on to give a brief summary about the various changes being proposed. He
said that the Bridgeport sheriffs are only allowed to work within the City limits and they wanted
to give the individuals opportunities to transfer to the State Marshal program if they wish to
before the City sheriff positions are eliminated. Discussion followed about the details.

Mr. Gaudett pointed out that many voters would not care about the positions where the clerk is
issuing agendas or filing minutes. Council Member Pereira pointed out that there was a
convicted kidnapper who was a candidate for the Board of Education. She felt that the City’s
qualifications and standards were not high enough. Mr. Lee said that one of the current Deputies
had just attained a State certification for a higher level of service on her own.

Mr. Gaudett pointed out that the Charter had not been updated in decades despite being the
largest city in the State. He noted that he had recently spoken with Atty. Mednick who is an
authority on City Charters and had asked Atty. Mednick if he could provide the City Council
with some guidance on the process. He said that it was his understanding that the Council should
be telling the Commission what issues need to be changed. The Council should give the
Commission a list of the issues. The entire document has typos and will be made gender neutral.
Discussion followed.

Mr. Hosier said that the Council should consider scheduling a regular review of the Charter at
various intervals. That way, the Commission could focus on different sections or correct issues
that have become important.

Council Member Pereira said that the Council had not authorized Atty. Mednick or City
Attorney Toms to act as counsel for the Charter Commission. Mr. Gaudett then referred the City
Charter regarding this. He said that this was why they had asked Atty. Mednick for his advice
and guidance. Council Member Cruz said that the Commission was appointed to do a job and he
wanted them to do it. He might have comments, but that is something he would discuss with
them. However, he felt it was only respectful to allow them to do the job they were appointed to
do rather than having it micromanaged by the Council. Further discussion followed about what
the Commission could and could not do in relationship to the Charter changes along with the role
of the City Attorney’s role.
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City Attorney Toms said that she had been trying to save the City a lot of money in legal fees
because it cost the City of Norwalk $100,000 for their Charter Commission’s work. Bridgeport is
not paying anything close to that. She had been trying to accommodate the Council since her
appointment to the office. However, she would be happy to step back and hire an outside
attorney for the Commission if that’s what they wanted.

Council Member Newton said there had been a previous City Attorney that had done something
that caused a rife between the Council and the City Attorney’s Office. Mr. Gaudett then spoke
about the Charter’s definition of the City Attorney’s role.

Council Member Pereira said that the City Attorney covers not only the Council, but the Mayor
and the Board of Education, along with all the Boards and Committees. She added that when the
previous Charter Commission had been done, it was strictly Atty. Mednick and no City Attorney
was involved in any way.

Council Member Boyd said that they would be holding a workshop on Saturday. Atty. Toms said
that they would have a draft to review and to decide if they agreed with the suggested changes.

Council Member Burns noted that they could create a chapter with items that would eventually
sunset and let future Commissions deal with them. Mr. Gaudett said that there were
Commissions that no one had heard of and those would be the ones that they would place in that
chapter. He went on to say that Atty. Mednick had suggested that they structure it so that if the
Council replaces a particular item with an ordinance, it would trigger the sunsetting action. This
would allow the various departments to figure out what they would want to replace it with by
changing the composition of the Charter. It would narrow down the Charter to the more critical
aspects.
ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:34
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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