CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 20, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Mary McBride-Lee, Co-chair; Maria Valle, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz Sr.,
Council President A. Nieves

OTHERS: Candice Peterkin, Grant Writer, Regina Vermont, Lighthouse Director;
Mark Harp, YSB Coordinator

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair McBride-Lee called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.

Approval of Committee Minutes:

* June 18, 2025 (Regular Meeting).
* July 16, 2025 (Regular Meeting).

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING
REGULAR MEETINGS:

* JUNE 18, 2025 (REGULAR MEETING).
« JULY 16, 2025 (REGULAR MEETING).

** COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE SECONDED.

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 18, 2025 REGULAR
MEETING MINUTES AND THE JULY 16, 2025 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AS
SUBMITTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

105-24 Grant Submission: re National Audubon Society — Audubon Wildlife Guards
(#26617).

Ms. Peterkin greeted the Committee and gave a brief overview of the grant application involving
the threats to the shore birds. Mr. Harp added that this grant is focused on protecting the birds,
their habitat and their migration along with educating the public about the birds.

Council Member Cruz said that it would be important to warn the public not to feed the birds.
They are at Beardsley, Seaside and Pleasure Beach along with Ash Creek. Mr. Harp said that the
reimbursement funds are used to pay the students. Discussion followed about having the students
who are studying zoology return and recruiting new students into the program.
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Council Member Valle said that when she hears the word “zoology” she believes the students are
all white and that the other kids don’t get a chance. Mr. Harp stated that none of the students in
the current program were white. Council Member Valle said that it was important to give their
kids a chance. Discussion followed.

Council President Nieves had several questions about the benefits listed and the other details of
the application, which Mr. Harp answered for her.

The discussion then moved to the students’ attendance and the amount of hours they put in. Mr.
Harp invited the Council Members to come and take a tour. Council Member McBride-Lee had
several questions about butterflies.

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 105-24
GRANT SUBMISSION: RE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY - AUDUBON
WILDLIFE GUARDS (#26617).

** COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

This item should be placed on the Council Consent Calendar.
106-24 Grant Submission: re AARP Connecticut Livable Communities (#26341).

Ms. Peterkin gave a brief overview of the grant application involving the East Side Senior Center
AARP supports programs that provide accessibility and inclusivity. The organization supports
eight different categories including outdoor spaces, transportation, social inclusion and
participation; work and civil engagement and community and health services.

Ms. Peterkin said that the program that was selected for the East Side Community Center was a
butterfly garden. The goal is to allow the seniors to have a hands on activity by caring for this
pollinator flower garden and will partner with Beardsley School. There will also be a field trip to
the Butterfly Place in Westfield, Massachusetts.

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she appreciated that this project was on the East Side.
Discussion followed about the three operating Seniors centers and who oversees them. Council
Member Valle gave a detailed report on the various activities for Seniors at the Centers including
the details of the proposed butterfly garden.

#%* COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 106-24
GRANT SUBMISSION: RE AARP CONNECTICUT LIVABLE COMMUNITIES
(#26341).

#% COUNCIL PRESIDENT NIEVES SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH THREE (3) IN FAVOR (CRUZ, NIEVES AND
MCBRIDE-LEE) AND ONE (1) ABSTENTION (VALLE).
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ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO ADJOURN.

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT NIEVES SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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