CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
MAY 20, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice-Chair; Steve McKenzie; John
Lee; Susan Martin; Thomas Gaudett; Aishah Abdullah

OTHER: Council Member(s): M. McCarthy, M. Valle & E. Martinez; Tyisha Toms,
City Attorney; Anthony Paoletto, Mayor’s Office

CALLTO ORDER

Chair Sweeney called the meeting to order at 6:18 P.M. There was a quorum present.

GENERAL DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED CHANGES TO
CHAPTER 4: MAYOR AND CHAPTER 5: CITY COUNCIL.

This conversation has been continued from a prior one. Questions were raised regarding a
recently submitted document suggesting that there be 10 members for the City Council.
Discussion followed to explain the reasoning behind the proposed change and the impact it
would have changed the amount to 10 members instead of 15. There have been complaints from
the community about a lack of representation.

A question was asked about the current members of the council community and complaints about
representation and their numbers being cut and the impact that doing so would have. Further
discussion followed.

Questions were raised regarding the ethics commissioners. It was noted that no complaints were
currently going towards their commission. Further discussion followed including the possibility
of cutting the council size in half in order to provide a living wage.

Council Member McCarthy came forward to speak. He said he felt 10 was too low and 15 would
be ideal. He said his experience on the council had lead him to believe it needed to be smaller.
He said he felt that the council president should chair the meeting when asked. Further
discussion followed regarding what powers the Council Chair should have and how to resolve
issues such as ties. Concerns were raised about income amounts and the possibility of income
thresholds and their potential past use was reviewed. Also issues with people desiring to serve
but being unable to due to needing to work.

Issues about how the Council was not communicating clearly with the citizens was raised, and it
was resulting in situations where they were not being properly informed. How the Council was
representing under-represented peoples was also raised as an area of concern as well as the
question of what counted as an ‘under-represented people’. Discussion followed.

Council Member Valle came forward for discussion. She said some Council Members were
doing their job, but removing any would be difficult. She brought up examples of how it could
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be difficult to remove members as well as how it was easy to see them as doing nothing. She
further explained her issues with the current recommendations and why she was against them.

Council Member Martinez came forward for discussion. She had concerns over the number of
council members representing each district. She pointed out that her seat had recently been
vacant due to legal proceedings leaving only one individual representing her district. Discussion
followed regarding what had happened during that time period as well as how to ensure groups
would be self-sustaining. Issues were raised regarding the school boards and their not being paid
properly as well as proper representation. Discussion followed.

Support for a smaller council was voiced due to increased responsibility. Further discussion
followed. Discussion on this topic was tabled.

Research had been done on charters and was shared with those present. What the information
covered in regards to things like code of ethics was reviewed. Atty. Toms came forward to
discuss this information.

BRIEF DISCUSSION AND OVERVIEW OF VARIOUS PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
THE CHARTER TO BE DISCUSSED, INCLUDING CIVIL SERVICE, CITY COUNCIL,
MINOR PARTY REPRESENTATION, VARIOUS BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. AND
CHAPTERS 1, 2. 4. 7, 9. AND THE MUNICIPAL OFFICE OF ETHICS AND ETHICS
COMMISSION PROPOSAL.

There was no discussion on this item at this point.

DISCUSSION, REVIEW. AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE SCHEDULE OF
CHARTER REVISION MEETINGS AND TOPICS.

It was noted that the meeting on May 30™ was at 9 A.M. and not 10 A.M. The meeting on June
6™ will be a continuation of the Civil Service discussion. Further review of the upcoming
schedule followed.

ADJOURNMENT

** MR. MCKENZIE MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** MS. ABDULLAH SECONDED THE MOTION.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Tan A. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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