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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC HEARING 

JULY 23, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Eneida Martinez, Co-chair; Ernest 

Newton, Council President A. Nieves 

 

OTHERS: Council Member(s): S. Burns, M. Pereira & D. Spell; John 

Marshall Lee, Charter Commission; Ashley Aguilera, Director, 

Legislative Services, Faith Sweeney, Charter Commission Chair 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Boyd called the public hearing to order at 5:35 p.m. A quorum was present. 

 

A Public Hearing will be held before the Ordinance Committee of the City Council of 

Bridgeport on Wednesday, July 23, 2025 beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Newfield Branch 

Library, located at 755 Central Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06607, relative to the following: 

 

Proposed Charter Revision Draft Report. (Item #99-24) 

 

Mr. John Marshall Lee, a member of the Charter Revision Commission, came forward to address 

the Committee. He spoke about if the Council was meeting the high expectations of the public. 

Representation is more than mere attendance at meetings; partisan, uninformed voting and a 

comprehensive view of the actual circumstances.  

 

Mr. Lee went on to speak about Chapter 4, Section 2 which identifies the Mayor’s 

responsibilities to the City Council by delivering the Mayor’s Annual Report. The Mayor does 

not consult the Council before the report. He said that the report should include whether the 

values were increasing or decreasing along with any attempted projects and their outcomes.  

 

Ms. Faith Sweeney, the Chair of the Charter Revision Commission, came forward and greeted 

the Committee. She spoke about the Ethics considerations and noted that many other cities have 

a vision and mission statement. After doing some research, she created a potential statement that 

could be used at the beginning of the Charter where the preamble was located. She proceeded to 

read the proposed Vision and Mission Statement. She asked them to consider this and handed in 

a number of copies for the Committee members.  

 

Council Member S. Burns came forward to address the Committee. He spoke briefly about 

delineating the powers of the Council and particularly those of the Council President are 

important changes in the draft, which he supports. He said that having the Council President with 

the authority to call a special meeting was very important.  

 

Council Member Burns directed everyone’s attention to Section 3A on page 19 in the draft that 

indicates that the Mayor should preside at the City Council meetings but later in Section 4, the 
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Mayor or the City Council President can preside. He also spoke about what happens in the 

absence of the Mayor and Council President, the presiding Council Member would end up with 

two votes in the event of a tie. Council Member Burns said that this was problematic because if 

there is a tie, that generally means the item does not pass.  

 

He also spoke about scheduling a Special Meeting that is requested by three Council Members 

and suggested that it should be changed from 14 days to 7 days. He thanked the Committee for 

their time.  

 

Council Member Boyd asked if anyone else wished to speak in favor of the item at this time. 

There was no response. He repeated the question.  

 

Hearing no response, he asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak against the item. 

There was no response. Council Member Boyd repeated the question. Hearing no response, he 

closed the Public Hearing on Agenda Item 99-24 at 5:45 p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 

 


