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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

JULY 23, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Michelle Lyons, Ernest Newton, Maria 

Valle, Eneida Martinez, Co-chair (6:13 p.m.) 

 
OTHERS: Council Member(s): A. Nieves, Council President (6:13 p.m.), S. Burns, 

M. Pereira & D. Spell; M. Anastasi, Esquire; Ashley Aguilera, Director, 

Legislative Services; Aishah Wright Abdullah, Charter Revision 

Commission;; J. Hosier, Charter Revision Vice Chair; John Marshall Lee, 

Charter Revision Committee; Anthony Paoletto, Mayor’s Office 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. A quorum was present. 

 

Workshop Session regarding proposed Charter Revision Draft Report (Item #99-24). 

 

Review and discussion of Chapters 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10. 

 

Co-chair Boyd said that they had already covered Chapters 1, 2 and 3. Copies of the agenda were 

then handed out. Atty. Anastasi said that the updated document had cleaned up the typos and 

made some minor corrections.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ENTER THE DOCUMENT INTO THE 

RECORD AS EXHIBIT 07-23-2025-A. 

 

Council Member Martinez and Council President Nieves joined the meeting at 6:13 p.m.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Council Member Pereira asked how they were supposed to know exactly what was changed 

since it wasn’t marked. A brief discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that they had not finished Chapter 3, Section 4 on page 10.  

 

Council Member Pereira expressed concerns about Section D which stated that if an member of 

the Ethics Commission was not in attendance for an ethics complaint hearing, that member 

would have to certify that they had either read or heard the entire transcript of the meeting that 

they had not attended. She stated that the minutes were not great and that they don’t provide a 

verbatim transcript. She said that she wished they had verbatim transcripts of regular meetings.  
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Atty. Anastasi said that there were verbatim transcripts of disciplinary meetings. He noted that 

they don’t keep transcripts on the Executive Sessions. He said that he would be checking into 

this. He felt that the best analogy would be a recording.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that the ordinance does not mention Executive Session.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that they only had the Library room until 8:00 p.m. and that they 

needed to keep to the meeting topics. They don’t have time to go back and forth on issues.  

 

Council Member Newton said that they check with the City Attorney’s Office to see if there is a 

recording or a stenographer for the meeting.  

 

Council President Nieves said that the language in the Charter is not policy. They don’t want to 

put policy into the Charter. She noted it could be an audio tape, or a video, but if they include it 

in the Charter, they are memorializing it. The Charter should be flexible and the policy and 

procedure should be in the ordinances. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Burns had a question about the financial disclosures. A document was 

distributed.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADD A DOCUMENT TITLED 

“CHAPTER 2 – ETHICS COMMISSION” AS EXHIBIT 07-23-2025-B. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Atty. Anastasi indicated that the first sentence could potentially be a problem because they are 

asking for financial disclosure from vendors who are seeking to do business with the City. This 

might be too broad. He said that vendors seeking to do business with the City or those who are 

doing business with the City are supervised by the Purchasing Department, the City Attorney’s 

Office and the Finance Department. Discussion followed about compliance.  

 

Council Member Burns suggested that the statement regarding “pursuant to available funding” 

be removed. Atty. Anastasi said that everything that the City does is pursuant to available 

funding. Mr. Hosier explained that this language had been added by the administration, not the 

Charter Revision Commission.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that individuals who are hired after January 31st do not have to file 

a disclosure statement until the following year. This needs to be addressed.  

 

She added that the disclosure statements are only kept on file for five years. She wished to know 

if that was compliant with the Freedom of Information Act. Atty. Anastasi said that what the 

Charter says is not subject to FOI and the retention time is determined by the Council.  

 

Mr. Lee noted that the new employees were expected to sign in with the Town Clerk’s Office 

within 30 days of their appointment.  
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Council Member Pereira indicated that the Director of Legislative Services was responsible for 

daily functioning of the Office of Municipal Ethics. She said that it was a separate entity and 

public agency that covers City Council Members and employees. She wished to know why the 

Office of Legislative Affairs was supervising a different agency that supervises employees. Mr. 

Hosier said that it was a typo and that the Commission had asked Legislative Affairs to submit 

some of the language and the Commission, being under a time constraint, did not catch this 

issue. Atty. Anastasi made a note about this.  

 

Council Member Newton asked who was supervising whether Commissioners or Board 

Members were updating their information with the Town Clerk annually. He said that this 

change should be noted in the Ordinances.  

 

Atty. Anastasi then reviewed the number of votes needed to approve an Ethics violation and 

cautioned everyone that that have to balance the need for supervision with the need for clarity in 

the ordinance. The more details included in the Charter, the more the Council is limiting their 

ability to act or to adjust an oversight. Discussion followed about the number of votes need to 

approve an Ethics violation.  

 

The discussion moved to the definition of “designated City employees”. Atty. Anastasi said that 

he believed that the disclosure statement would be applicable to elected and appointed officials, 

not the employees. By requiring this type of disclosure from employees would harm the City’s 

ability to attract qualified employees. Since Bridgeport is financially challenged, they already 

have difficulty with attracting qualified employees. He recommended that they include this in the 

Ordinances because it would be easier to adjust if they found it too onerous.   

 

Council Member Newton said that it would not be a good idea to set up the Ethics Committee as 

a witch hunt by submitting employees to financial reviews. This would be an overreach.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that those who have the ability to award a contract or hire or fire 

employees should be subject to the disclosure issues. Atty. Anastasi noted a number of language 

changes on the draft copy.  

 

The discussion then moved to the funding for the Ethics Commission staffing and whether it 

should be included in the Charter or the ordinances. Council President Nieves pointed out that it 

had taken some 26 years to re-establish the Office of Legislative Services. She added that when 

the Department was being discussed, the OPM Director repeatedly asked where the funding 

would be coming from.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that the inclusion of the classified or unclassified regarding the 

position was something that Civil Service should be determining.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she was opposed to removal of some of the elected positions.  

She said that there were 31 elected positions in the City: 9 School Board Members, 20 Council 

Members and the 2 Registrars. The City needs more democracy, not less. She said that the 

Sheriffs are a liability to the City. Discussion followed about the position and the details of the 

bonding requirement.  
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Council Member Pereira pointed out that someone had served for seventeen years on the Police 

Commission with an expired term. Atty. Anastasi explained that an expired term was different 

from a vacancy.  

 

Council Member Newton said that the language reads that the individual would serve until a 

replacement was appointed. He asked if they would be changing that. Atty. Anastasi said that he 

did not believe this was going to be changed at this time.  

 

Discussion followed about whether the Council could nominate a candidate for a Commission or 

Board and how expired terms would be filled and whether a Mayoral appointment could be 

removed via a recommendation from the Ethics Commission.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that text that was not in red was going to be reviewed by the City 

Attorney.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that she had sent out an email to all the elected official saying 

that if they had changes or requests to please submit it via email by Friday so that the City 

Attorney’s Office could legally review it. She said that she would send an email to the Council 

Members that if they had changes, they should send it to the Ordinance Committee and the City 

Attorney’s Office.  

 

Council Member Newton reiterated that he had stated many times that the City Council needs 

their own attorney. Council Member Martinez said that he should submit that to the City 

Attorney and she would also send it to the Committee. Mr. Paoletto pointed out where a certain 

block of text regarding the new changes becoming effective was located in the document.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that no elected official could obtain additional powers via the 

ordinances. Not the government, not the legislature, not the Mayor. However the Charter 

delineates the exact authority that a position has and then the people codify the powers that any 

given position has. Atty. Anastasi pointed out that some of the language was used from other 

portions of the Charter. Discussion followed.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S.L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


