CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
PUBLIC HEARING
JULY 24, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Jeanette Herron, Michelle Lyons,
Council President Aidee Nieves, Ernest Newton (6:15 p.m.)

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. A quorum was present.

A Public Hearing will be held before the Ordinance Committee of the City Council of Bridgeport
on Thursday, July 24, 2025 beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the North Branch Library, located at 3455
Madison Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06606, relative to the following:

* Proposed Charter Revision Draft Report. (Item #99-24)

Ms. Faith Sweeney, the Charter Revision Commission Chair, came forward and greeted the
Committee. She distributed some documents to those Council Members present.

Ms. Sweeney said that she would like to address the structure of the City Council because she
was thinking about several aspects of the Council including diversity and accessibility to the
Council Members. She gave a brief overview of the current structure and mentioned a model that
she had included, that would be a 10/5 model, along with a 30 and a 40 member model. She said
that there needed to be room for the grassroots issues. A model with 10 District members and 5
at large members would make the Council Members less accessible, especially in the under-
served communities.

She said that it was about access for the residents and there needed to be diversity on the
Council. By adding 10 more members, it would allow a lightened work load for the Council
Members. They are looking to ease the work load for the Council.

Mr. John Hosier, the Charter Revision Commission Vice Chair, came forward and greeted the
Committee. He said that he had shared his thoughts at the previous public hearing. He
encouraged the Committee to consider the suggestions that had already been submitted.

Mr. John Marshall Lee, a Charter Revision Commission member, came forward and greeted the
Committee. He said that he had spoken the previous evening at the Public Hearing. He pointed
out that he had concerns with statements that begin with “No person shall be” because they need
to lay out a welcome mat.

Council Member Newton joined the hearing at 5:46 p.m.

He spoke about concerns that had been expressed at a previous meeting by a Council Member
having to do with “flowery language”. He cited several phrases in the document that he felt
needed clarification. 90% of the registered voted in 2021 did not cast a vote. He concluded that
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the Council needed to acknowledge that most of the voters are not exercising their rights. The
voters need to be instructed and educated about the issues, which is what Mr. Lee has been
saying for the past year. He encouraged the Council to listen to their constituents.

Mr. Lee went on to speak about a representative democracy and said that he would be sending
the Council Members something about this. The City needs a better welcome mat.

Council Member Scott Burns came forward and greeted the Committee members. He said that he
had spoken with the Charter Revision Chair about the restructuring of the Council. It is time for
the Council to do something different. He noted that Hartford, which was not included in the
Council models listing, had nine at large members elected and there were many issues have come
to the Council Members should actually be directed to the City department heads.

A larger Council would create more competition and allow more people to participate. He
thanked the Committee for their time.

Ms. Sweeney requested to be allowed to address the Committee a second time about something
she had forgotten earlier. Council Member Boyd indicated that she should come forward.

Ms. Sweeney said that she had forgotten to include Hartford in her documentation. She spoke
about how Hartford breaks out their representative model. She said that number of residents that
a Council Member would represent would drop significantly if the Council moved to the 30
person model.

Council Member Newton came forward and greeted the Committee members. He said that he
was the Council President in the 1980s, the Council never had the authority that it should have.
The Council should be independent. They should have their own City Attorney. He
recommended that they needed to consider how important the Ethics Committee was. He hoped
that his colleagues would consider the future.

Council Member Boyd asked if there was anyone else present who wished to speak against the
item. No one came forward. He repeated the question two more times. Hearing no response, he
closed the Public Hearing on Agenda Item #99-24. Proposed Charter Revision Draft Report at
5:59 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Boyd adjourned the meeting at 5:59 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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