CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
JULY 29, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Ernest Newton, Rolanda Smith, Maria
Valle, Eneida Martinez, Co-chair (6:05 p.m.); Michelle Lyons,
(6:05 p.m.)

OTHERS: Council Member(s): S. Burns, F. Hodges, M. Pereira & D. Spell; Ashley
Aguilera, Director, Legislative Services; A. Toledo, Mayoral Aide; M.
Anastasi, Esquire; T. Toms, City Attorney; M. Jankovsky, Associate City
Attorney; John Marshall Lee, Charter Revision Commission; Aishah
Wright Abdullah, Charter Revision Commission

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. A quorum was present.

94-24 Proposed Amendment to the Municipal Code of Ordinances, Chapter 15.08 —
Building Permits and Fees, amend Section 15.08.010 — Building Permit and
Related Fees.

Council Member Burns explained that the staff notified him earlier in the day that they would not
be able to attend the meeting. He requested that the item be tabled.

Council Member Newton asked if they would have enough time implement this since time is of
the essence. Council Member Burns then gave a brief overview of how these changes would
affect the fee schedule.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVE TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 94-24
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,
CHAPTER 15.08 — BUILDING PERMITS AND FEES, AMEND SECTION 15.08.010 —
BUILDING PERMIT AND RELATED FEES.

** COUNCIL MEMBER SMITH SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

95-24 Proposed Amendment to the Municipal Code of Ordinances, Chapter 5.48 —
Street Vendors, Itinerant Vendors and Motor Vehicle Vendors, amend Section
5.48.160 — Violations and Penalties.

Council Members Lyons and Martinez joined the meeting at 6:05 p.m..

Council Member Newton asked for clarification on itinerant vendors. Mr. Toledo explained that
this applied to food trucks.
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Council Member Hodges asked about the permits for ice cream trucks. Mr. Toledo said they
needed permits.

Council Member Pereira said that many of the food trucks that were parking in illegal places
were putting generators or kerosene tanks on the public right of way. Mr. Toledo reviewed the
details of the ordinance with her. He said that OPED would be working on these aspects of the
ordinance.

Council Member Pereira said that they were putting generators or kerosene tanks on the public
right of way, which is a serious issue. Council Member Martinez said that her district was having
issues with the food trucks. She explained that the food trucks were under the jurisdiction of the
Police Department although they receive their permits from the Health Department. The
regulation of the trucks is handled by the Police Department. She suggested that Council
Member Pereira send some emails to Police Chief Porter and Assistant Police Chief Grech about
her concerns.

Council Member Martinez went on to list some of the issues that she had been dealing with such
as a food truck parked on a street with two flat tires and another one that was obstructing the
road. Council Member Pereira said that a truck parked on the sidewalk. Council Member
Martinez recommended that Council Member Pereira contact Mr. Estaban, the Sidewalk Permit
Director. Discussion followed.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVE TO INCREASE THE FINES TO $200.00
FOR AGENDA ITEM 95-24 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE
OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 5.48 — STREET VENDORS, ITINERANT VENDORS
AND MOTOR VEHICLE VENDORS, AMEND SECTION 5.48.160 — VIOLATIONS AND
PENALTIES.

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Workshop Session regarding proposed Charter Revision Draft Report (Item #99-24).

Council Member Boyd distributed copies of a document. He noted that they had reviewed
Chapter 17 on Saturday.

City Atty. Toms explained that the changes that were made on the document were only the
changes that the Council had requested for Chapter 17. She gave a brief summary of those
changes for the Committee. Atty. Anastasi said that he had been working on updating the
recommended changes at the meetings where City Atty. Toms was not present.

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MADE A MOTION TO ADD A DOCUMENT IN
REFERENCE TO THE CITY COUNCIL RULES TO THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 07-
29-2025A.

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Council Member Lyons said that there was a discussion at recent meeting regarding whether the
City Council President should have two votes. She then explained that she had done some
research and gave the details. She then read a section from Roberts Rules of Order regarding the
Council President casting a second vote in order to break a tie. Council Member Lyons said that
she was not in agreement with this and gave her reasons. Discussion followed.

Atty. Anastasi said that the second vote only comes into play if the Council President is chairing
the meeting where the Mayor would normally preside and there was a tie.

Council Member Pereira objected and stated that the Vice President of the United States, the
Speaker of the House, the Speaker of the CT legislature and many others only have one vote. She
will oppose this item.

Council Member Newton said that in all the years he had been on the Council, there were very
few times when the Mayor had to cast a vote to break a tie. Council Member Burns stated that if
there was a tie vote, the item failed to pass. Discussion followed.

It was decided to take a straw poll for the sense of the body. Atty. Anastasi explained that they
would need two votes: the first one would be about having the Council President chair the
Council meetings vs. the Mayor and the second one would be about the Council President having
a second vote to break a tie.

There were 10 Council Members present at the meeting. Atty. Anastasi asked for a show of
hands regarding those in favor of having the Council President chairing the City Council
meetings. All ten Council Members were in favor of having the Council President chairing the
City Council meetings.

Atty. Anastasi asked for a show of hands regarding those in favor of having the Council
President having a limited second vote only to break a tie with the two exceptions of a tie vote
involving an ordinance or a tie vote regarding the election of a Council President. The majority,
which appeared to be six Council Members present, were against having the Council President
having a limited second vote only to break a tie with the two exceptions of a tie vote involving
an ordinance or a tie vote regarding the election of a Council President while there were three
Council Members in favor of the measure.

The Committee moved on to review Chapter 6 on pages 23 and 24. Council Member Burns said
that there was a line about the Mayor having a “casting vote” in electing officers in Section 9A
on page 23. This should be removed from the text.

The discussion moved to the issue of having the Mayor preside over organizational meetings and
breaking a tie vote for a Council Officer.

Council Member Martinez stated for the record that the office of President Pro Tem does not
exist in the Charter and was created to cover for the Council President who was not able to be
present at a meeting.
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She listed a number of other Council offices that were merely titles and cause chaos among the
elected officials who have these titles because they believe they have more authority than the
other Council Members. She said that she was in favor of removing all of it.

Atty. Anastasi suggested that they retain the office of Majority Leader, Minority Leader and
President Pro Tem. In the event that neither the Council President or the President Pro Tem were
available to chair a meeting, the body would then elect an Acting Chair from those present.

Council Member Newton said that the reason that the offices were merely titles was because the
office holders had not been given responsibilities by the Council President. He went on to list a

number of duties such as tracking the items as they move through committees. Further discussion
followed.

Council Member Martinez said that in all the years that she was on the Council there was only
one time when she chaired the Council Meeting because the Council President, the President Pro
Tem and the Majority Leader were not available. The other offices will be eliminated at this
time.

Atty. Toms wished to confirm that in the absence of the Council President, the Majority Leader
would be chairing the meeting.

The discussion moved to Section 12 on page 24 and the issue around the Mayoral veto in
regarding to various items.

The Committee then reviewed Chapter 8, the Law Department. City Attorney Toms then pointed
out that there were two positions that the Mayor controls in the City Attorney’s Office, the
Assistant City Attorney and the Deputy City Attorney. They serve at the pleasure of the Mayor.
The Deputy City Attorney is the only deputy position in the City that does not serve at the
pleasure of the Department head. Atty. Toms said that was something that she would like to see
changed. She proposed that they removed “at the approval of the Mayor” for that position.

Council Member Burns pointed out that there was a statement that the City Attorney would be
re-appointed in odd numbered years. City Attorney Toms said that the City Attorney serves one
month into the new administration. She suggested that they remove the phrase “odd numbered
years” which would make the section accurate. Discussion followed.

Council Member Pereira had a question regarding whether a Deputy City Attorney could be part
of a union as indicated in Section D. She said that the current Deputy City Attorney was a
member of the bargaining unit. City Attorney Toms asked whether a person could be
unclassified and still be a member of the union. Discussion followed about the details.

Council Member Valle left the meeting at 7:36 p.m.

Council Member Pereira said that she was opposed on any City Attorney serving as Counsel for
the Board of Education. Atty. Anastasi said that historically the City Attorney had served the
Board of Education, but could retain outside counsel.
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He noted that Council Member Pereira had consistently raised this issue, claiming the language
was ambiguous. The Charter Commission and the City Attorney were attempting to clarify the
issue.

Council Member Newton said that the original intent was to save the BOE some money and
noted that he did not agree with this. The Council can help with crossing guards and other items.

Atty. Anastasi said that the BOE had wanted the help from the City. The BOE has never
contested this section of the Charter. He added that he gets calls from the BOE members every
day asking questions.

Council Member Newton said that Council Member Pereira was not on the BOE and does not
represent the BOE. This is only her opinion. The City did not approach the BOE and announce
they were taking over. The BOE asked the City for help.

Atty. Anastasi said that it had always been clear that if there was a disagreement between the
BOE and the City Attorney’s Office on an issue, the BOE would retain outside counsel. City
Attorney Toms added that if there is any type of conflict, the BOE goes out for outside counsel.
The BOE pays for the outside attorneys, which cost them more. She reviewed the details of the
BOE payment arrangements. Discussion followed.

Council Member Burns said that he would email the Chairs regarding about the Klein and noted
that there was an item regarding the timing of the budget. He explained that he had requested that
they receive the budget on the third Monday of March and there was some push back. The point
was giving the Council a bit more time to review the Mayor’s Budget.

Atty. Anastasi said that any RFP contract for the BOE would be given to the BOE Chair who is
duly authorized to sign it along with the Superintendent of Schools and the City Attorney. The
BOE authorizes the Chair and the Superintendent to sign the contract. He said that there were
three respondents and the interview process was underway.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MADE A MOTION TO ADD A DOCUMENT TO
THE RECORD AS EXHIBIT 07-29-2025B.

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Council Member Burns then spoke about the five week Budget schedule and said that moving
the submission date forward would give the Committee more time to review the document. He
said that there had been a change at the end of the cycle. By keeping the ending of the cycle at
the second week of May, but adding two weeks at the beginning of the cycle, it will take some of
the stress off the Committee and allow for other committee meetings during that time. The first
year of the new cycle will be difficult for OPM and Finance, but once they get used to it, it will
be easier.
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ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN.

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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