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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

JULY 30, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: Aikeem Boyd, Co-chair; Jeanette Herron, Ernest Newton; Council 

President A. Nieves 

 
OTHERS: Council Member(s): S. Burns & D. Spell; T. Toms, City Attorney; M. 

Anastasi, Esquire; A. Aguilera, Director, Legislative Services; A. Paoletto, 

Mayor’s Office; J. Hosier, Charter Commission Vice Chair; J. Marshall 

Lee, Charter Commission Member 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Boyd called the meeting to order at 6:17 p.m. A quorum was present. 

 

WORKSHOP SESSION REGARDING THE REVIEW, DISCUSSION, 

 AND FINAL ACTION TO THE DRAFT REPORT  

OF THE CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION.  

(ITEM #99-24) 

 

Council Member Boyd then reviewed the various changes made on pages 64-68.  

 

Council President Nieves asked for clarification regarding the rescinding resignations, which 

Atty. Anastasi reviewed with her.  

 

Council Member Burns said that there had been a suggestion to remove Sections 4 and 5 because 

they reference the Klein Memorial being under the Public Library Trustees, which was changed 

by a court order some 20 years ago.  

 

Council Member Burns then spoke about page 79 and said that the entire chapter should sunset. 

 

Council President Nieves had a question about page 78 regarding the Housing and Community 

Development Commission and said that she had not seen anything in the Ordinances about it. 

She asked if it should become a Council Committee. Discussion followed about the role the 

Commission might involve and whether it should be included in the sunset section or eliminated.  

 

Council President Nieves said that no board or commission should have the authority to make 

this type of ruling or decision regarding appointments. She said that there had been past 

problems with the Fire Commission, the Police Commission and also the Library Board. Atty. 

Anastasi reviewed the details of the trust and the State Statutes regarding the Library Board. 

 

Council Member Spell had a question about the appointment of the Health Director, which Atty. 

Anastasi reviewed with her. The State statutes mention a Director of Public Health, not a 

Director of Health and Human Services. Discussion followed about if these titles were one and 
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the same. One of the concerns was whether the Director of Health was the head of the 

department.  

 

Council President Nieves said that in the past, the job codes had been changed and there was 

actually a period when there was a Director of Public Health and a Health Department Director. 

Atty. Toms pointed out that there was a Director of Public Welfare listed and the City does not 

have one. Council President Nieves said that there had been one in the past. The discussion 

moved to whether or not they should retain this position since they were revising the Charter.  

 

Council Member Burns had some suggestions on page 12, for Chapter 3, Section 1f, where there 

was a reference to the election of 2026, but it should be 2027. 

 

Council Member Burns then directed everyone’s attention to Section 3A at the bottom of page 

12. He suggested that the Mayor shall communicate to the Council President when he or she 

shall be absent or in the case of emergency. He proposed some alternative language.  

 

The discussion moved back to the correction suggested for Chapter 3, Section 1f was erroneous 

because it referred to the municipal election that would occur in November of 2026.  

 

Council Member proposed some alternative language to Section 3A to include that the Mayor 

advise the Council President when he or she is out of town and unable to serve. Atty. Anastasi 

said that with cell phones and Zoom, the Mayor did not necessarily need to be physically present. 

Council Member Newton disagreed. The Council President should receive a call since it is 

protocol. Discussion followed.  

 

The Committee then reviewed the section involving the City and Town Clerks in Chapter 4, 

Section 4 on page 18. Council Member Burns had a question about whether or not the Town 

Clerk oversees Vital Statistics. Atty. Toms said that she believed that it was part of the State 

statute but would double check this.  

 

The discussion moved to the presentation of the item at the upcoming Council meeting scheduled 

for August 4, 2025. Council President Nieves said that she had been informed that there was a 

phone campaign underway by someone to secure votes.  

 

Discussion about whether the questions should be separated out on the ballot followed.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT SUBMITTED 

BY COUNCIL MEMBER S. BURNS REGARDING CHANGES IN THE COUNCIL 

STRUCTURE AS EXHIBIT #07-30-2025-A. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT TITLED 

DOCUMENT TITLED THE CHARTER REVISION ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REVIEW OF THE CITY CHARTER, JULY 30, 2025 AS EXHIBIT #07-30-2025-B. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ENTER A DOCUMENT TITLED 

AMENDMENT RESOLUTION CONCERNING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

CHANGES IN THE DRAFT #4 REPORT FOR THE CHARTER REVISION 

COMMISSION, JULY 30, 2025 AS EXHIBIT #07-30-2025-C. 

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT NIEVES SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FOLLOWING 

RECOMMENDATIONS ATTACHED TO AND MADE A PART OF THIS 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING CHANGES IN THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION ARE HEREBY, APPROVED AND 

TRANSMITTED TO THE COMMISSION; AND  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE APPROVE 

AND REPORT FAVORABLY TO THE FULL CITY COUNCIL THE JULY 30, 

2025 DRAFT OF THE PROPOSED CHARTER REVISION (DRAFT 4) AS 

AMENDED ON JULY 30, 2025 BY THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE, WITH 

THE UNDERSTANDING THAT AT THE FULL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AMENDMENT BY SUBSTITUTION  OF A FURTHER REVISED DRAFT MAY 

BE MADE TO INCLUDE PUNCTUATION, CAPITALIZATION, TYPO, 

GENDER EQUITY, SCRIVENER ERROR, AND SIMILAR CORRECTIONS, AS 

WELL AS A POSSIBLE SUNSET PROVISION IN THE CHARTER TO 

ADDRESS PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER THAT MAY NO LONGER BE 

RELEVANT AND ANY OTHER AMENDMENTS AS APPROPRIATE.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


