MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF
THE HONORABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

Tuesday, July 15, 2025

Members of the public and media, please type in the following link into your web browser
to access our YouTube channel where you may view the Bridgeport Board of Police
Commissioners meeting:

https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

This meeting was called to order at 18:03 PM

1) Roll Call of Commissioners - Roll call of commissioners: Martinez, Lyons, Diaz,
Ferguson, Farrow, Williams, Roach

Also in Attendance: Chief Roderick Porter, Lieutenant Stacey Lyons, Lieutenant Adam
Rozum, Seaside Village Board and members

a) Pledge of Allegiance — none (no flag on Zoom)

b) On a motion by Commissioner Lyons, and seconded by Commissioner Martinez, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item 1b.

2) Reports:
a) Chief of Police: Chief Porter reports that our crime statistics are down 23%

compared to this time last year. The homicides are down 60%, sexual assault cases
are down 30%, robberies are down 47%, aggravated assaults are down 28%,
burglaries are down 23%, and motor vehicle thefts are down 9.76%. The department
has implemented a summer operations program which covers targeted policing,
walking details, vehicle stops, and narcotics and vice units along with several other
areas. Chief Porter credits these statistics and programs to the increase in staff and
strategic policing. Increasing staffing has allowed for more forces in the traffic detail
and narcotics and vice unit. Three more officers will be promoted to sergeants soon


https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

and a detective test has been requested to grow the detective bureau. The
department is currently accredited for the CT POST tier 2 and 3 and the next step is
to get federal accreditation. On August 7', the BPD will be hosting an award
ceremony for the department’s staff and community organizations and all are
invited. Chief Porter states that the next academy graduation will be in November or
December. After graduation, recruits will be in Field Training for three months.
Recruits will be on the street on their own early next year. Commissioner Martinez
mentioned that the new Durango police vehicles look good. Commissioner Roach
commended the police department for working on the parking issues around the
City regarding tactor trailers.

b) Union: None

c) Internal Affairs: Lieutenant Rozum states we have up to 199 investigations this
year, 66 are citizen complaints, which is a slight increase from last year. 67
background investigations were completed for the new academy class that contains
27 recruits. They are currently working on background investigations for the fire
department which are to be completed by August 4. There are 12 Chief internal
investigations for the year, 2 of which are harassment allegations. Internal affairs
currently has 5 investigators: 1 detective and 4 sergeants. 8 Barros Hearings have
been conducted this year. There are currently no pending Barros hearings or
second-step hearings. Commissioner Williams questions if the increase of officers
contributes to the increase of citizens’ complaints. Lieutenant Rozum states that
with the increase in staffing, more officers are on the street and vulnerable to
complaints. Lieutenant Rozum reassures that officers are constantly being
monitored. If itis seen that an officer has multiple complaints about them in a short
time span, the officer’s commander will be notified. Chief Porter chimes in and
states that many of the citizen complaints are in regard to attitude and officer
conduct, which they are constantly working on. As they promote officers to
supervisory positions, more supervision will be implemented to correct these
behaviors. Commissioner Diaz commends the department and the officer at the
front desk for looking professional during his last visit.

d) Clerks report: None

3) New Business:

a) Mark Berlingeri, along with members of the Seaside Village Board and community,
talk about the concern of the rising population and the safety risk that accompanies



the crowd. Berlinger and the board request that there be more police presence in
their area, such as foot and vehicle patrol, to help alleviate these issues. Berlinger
states that groups of people stay outside the closed liquor shop and participate in
activities such as loitering, open drinking, public urination, and loud music. Some of
these activities cause concern amongst individuals who live in Seaside Village.
Berlingeri states some parents are nervous to let their kids outside and others are
afraid to walk outside at night. He also states that such activities deter economic
growth in that area. He states that businesses look for areas that are safe and stable
to thrive in but due to the “suspicious” activity, businesses are not considering their
location. Commissioner Diaz States that he has lived in that area all his life and he is
familiar with this location and the individuals who stand there. He states that the
area is safe and that the individuals in the picture Berlingeri provided are good
people. Commissioner Diaz suggests that Berlingeri gets to know those individuals
and include them in the Board’s economic development plans. Berlingeri states that
there are some friendly people but at night there are other individuals that make a
mess on the property and play loud music that makes the environment feel unsafe.
Commissioner Williams agrees with Commissioner Diaz that many of the
individuals who stand outside grew up in the Marina Housing and that it is unfair to
group all of them into one category. Seaside Village is not a hot spot for crime
according to both Commissioner Williams and Chief Porter. Chief Porter references
the Broken Windows Theory in that the abandoned building may be the cause for
attracting big groups of people and “suspicious” activity. Chief Porter suggests that
if work was done on this building or if a business was put in place, such activity will
alleviate. A member of the Seaside Village Board states his concern is open
drinking. Chief Porter states that open drinking is not allowed in Bridgeport but
having food trucks and grills on private property is allowed. Councilwoman Denise
also agrees with Commissioner Diaz and Williams that the individuals who stand on
the property are harmless and make the community better. Chief Porter suggest that
the police department work with the property owners to put up “No Loitering” signs
as well as having officers and himself come by the area to create conversation with
the individuals who stand there to come to a solution.

b) On a motion by Commissioner Diaz, and seconded by Commissioner Martinez, the
board unanimously voted to combine and approve all items under 3b.

4) Old Business:



5)

6)

7)

8)

a) On a motion by Commissioner Martinez, seconded by Commissioner Williams to
approve the City Traffic Engineers request not to approve a handicap sign at 941
Kossuth Street.

Correspondence: None

Letters of Appreciation: None

Widows Pension: None

City Engineer’s Recommendation:

a) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to approve the Following:
i) On amotion by Commissioner Diaz, seconded by several, the board
unanimously voted to approve item 8ai.
b) Request of the City Engineer’s Office not to approve the following:

i) On amotion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Martinez,
the board unanimously voted to table item 8bi.

Adjournment: On a motion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Martinez,

the Board unanimously voted to adjourn at 19:06 PM

SL/



