CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Mary McBride-Lee, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz Sr., Eneida Martinez,
Samia Suliman

OTHERS: Council Member D. Spell; Ashley Aguilera, Director, Legislative
Services; Chadwick Schroeder, Sustainability Office; M. Adorno, Central
Grants Office

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair McBride-Lee called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:

* August 20, 2025 (Regular Meeting).

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 20, 2025
MEETING.

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 20, 2025
MEETING PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

111-24 Grant Submission: re the Bridgeport Environmental Task Force (ETF) -
Community Environmental Benefit Fund (CEBF) (#26398).

Copies of a document regarding five bio swales were distributed. Ms. Adorno said that they
wanted to use this as a match for other CT DEEP grants. Mr. Schroeder reviewed the details and
said that there was a New Haven company that constructs these types of bioswales. This will
take three years for construction.

Council Member Martinez said that this was in her District and noted that they are very
unattractive. Mr. Schroeder said that he was not involved in planning these but maintenance was
an issue. He said that he was not happy with the swales when he first saw them in the spring.

Council Member Martinez said that the City should not have to pick up on the poor design and
have to clean up the planting area. The discussion followed about maintenance, the quality of the
soil that was used and where additional swales may be created.

Mr. Schroeder then spoke about building community capacity about flooding issues. He said that
they would be speaking with the NRZ about this.
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Council Member Cruz asked if there was any streetscape involvement. Mr. Schroeder then
explained that there was an issue with the South End because the water table was so high.
Discussion followed about details and engaging the community.

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED AGENDA ITEM 111-24 GRANT
SUBMISSION: RE THE BRIDGEPORT ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE (ETF) -
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT FUND (CEBF) (#26398).

** COUNCIL MEMBER SULIMAN SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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