CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
AUGUST 13, 2025

ATTENDANCE: Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice Chair; Aishah Wright Abdullah;
Kim Eaton; Thomas Gaudett, John Marshall Lee, Susan Martin

OTHERS: Council Member(s): S. Burns, M. Lyons & E. Newton; T. Toms, City
Attorney; Atty. M. Anastasi; A. Paoletto, Mayor’s Office

CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Sweeney called the meeting to order at 6:48 p.m. The roll was called. A quorum was
present.

Ms. Sweeney announced that they would be reviewing Chapters 5 and 8 and noted that they had
tabled the Mayor’s Section along with some previously tabled items. She explained that she had
invited the City Council to meet within the next three days.

Ms. Sweeney said that she would like to enter into the record Exhibit 1, the Charter Revision
Amendment dated August 11, 2025 and the August 13 meeting document.

She directed everyone to Chapter 5, Section 2, about the City Clerk on page 19. City Attorney
Toms noted that they needed to change one of the pronouns to a neutral form.

Atty. Anastasi asked for clarification on why the Deputy City Clerk had the authority to appoint
an assistant. Discussion followed about the details because the City Clerk may no longer be an
elected official. The City Clerk and Town Clerk would apply for their position in 2031 and be
appointed by the elected Mayor. Atty. Anastasi pointed out that on page 29, Section 3, the
Deputy City Attorney assumes the duties of the City Attorney in the event of the City Attorney’s
absence. He suggested that this should apply to the Deputy City Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk
as well. This would prevent two supervisors from having appointment authority at the same time.

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO HAVE THE CITY ATTORNEY REVISE CHAPTER 5§,
SECTION 2, SUBSECTION B TO REMOVE THE APPOINTMENT POWER FROM
THE DEPUTY CITY CLERK AND TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION WHICH
EMPOWERS THE DEPUTY CITY CLERK WHEN ACTING IN THE CAPACITY OF
THE CITY CLERK.

Discussion followed.

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED AMEND HIS MOTION TO HAVE THE CITY ATTORNEY
REVISE CHAPTER 5, SECTION 2, SUBSECTION B TO REMOVE THE
APPOINTMENT POWER FROM THE DEPUTY CITY CLERK AND TO ADD A NEW
SUBSECTION WHICH EMPOWERS THE DEPUTY CITY CLERK WHEN ACTING IN
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THE CAPACITY OF THE CITY CLERK BY DELETING THE WORDS “AND
DEPUTY CITY CLERK” IN CHAPTER 5, SECTION 2, SUBSECTION B.

The discussion moved to whether it should remain as a permissive right, not a required right.
** THERE WAS A SECOND.

Council Member Lyons asked for clarification on this issue, which the Commissioners reviewed
with her. Discussion followed about whether this was covered by Chapter 17, having to do with
classified and unclassified positions. It was pointed out that it would not be good to have
assistant City Clerks undermining the appointed officials.

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO DELETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE WHICH
STATES THAT THE ASSISTANT TO THE CITY CLERK AND DEPUTY CITY
CLERK SHALL BE IN THE CLASSIFIED SERVICE.

** MR. MARSHAL LEE SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

There was a discussion about Section 3 and the salaries for the City Clerk that are established by
ordinance. The Commission reviewed Section 6A on page 20 regarding the salary for the Town
Clerk.

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO HAVE THE CITY ATTORNEY RE-DRAFT CHAPTER
5 TO MAKE IT CONSISTENT WITH THE DISCUSSION TO ENSURE THE TOWN
CLERK’S AND CITY CLERK’S SALARY APPROPRIATELY MIRROR ONE
ANOTHER AND SUBMIT THE UPDATE TO THE COMMISSION FOR REVIEW.,

** MS. EATON SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The discussion moved to whether the City Clerk should continue to be the Clerk for the Council
or the Legislative Office should clerk for the Council. Mr. Gaudett said that in New Haven and
other towns, the Legislative Office provides the services for the Council. He added that
Bridgeport was the only City in Connecticut that has all three offices. He asked if they were
willing to tolerate it because that is the way it has always been done. City Atty. Toms pointed out
that there was no supportive staff for the Council right now. Discussion followed about the
details and it was noted that things would not change until 2031, so they didn’t need to nail down
every detail now.

The job responsibilities of the Legislative Office as opposed to the City Clerk’s responsibilities
was the next item discussed. It was pointed out that the Legislative Office had a more active
research role while the City Clerk acted as a repository for the documentation. Ms. Martin
pointed out that the Charter does list the job responsibilities, such as the City Clerk assembling
the Council Agendas.

Mr. Gaudett pointed out that the biggest problem with the Charter was that it was so specific and
when it is not updated for decades, it limits the administrations. One option is to continue on
with the poorly worded language or to change it to less specific language and put the details in

City of Bridgeport

Charter Revision Commission

Special Meeting

August 13, 2025 Page 2



the ordinances. It can also be clarified through other agencies such as Civil Service and the
budget process. This will allow the elected officials to make decisions without the Charter
handcuffing them.

** MR. HOSIER MOVED TO TABLE CHAPTER 5.
Mr. Hosier withdrew his motion to table Chapter 5.

** MR. HOSIER MOVED TO TABLE CHAPTER 6.
** MS. WRIGHT ABDULLAH SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The Commission moved to Chapter 8, which covers the Law Department. City Attorney Toms
pointed out that Atty. Anastasi noted that in the Charter, the Office of the City Attorney is listed
as the Law Department. Ms. Sweeney said that this should be changed.

** MR. HOSIER MOVED TO CHANGE THE TITLE OF “THE LAW DEPARTMENT”
IN CHAPTER 8 TO “THE OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY”.

** MR. LEE SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The Commission continued to review the Chapter including the fact that the current Deputy City
Attorney has retained membership in the union for the past eight to ten years. Mr. Gaudett
pointed out that they were carving out an exception here for one position based on the current
circumstances. He felt they should consider things globally. Discussion followed.

** MS. WRIGHT ABDULLAH MOVED TO TABLE CHAPTER 8, SECTION B.
** THERE WAS A SECOND.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The discussion move to restrictions on outside attorneys working for the City without the consent
of the City Attorney.

It was noted that Chapter 9 was the Budget and fiscal controls. The Commission reviewed the
details.

** MR. HOSIER MOVED TO ACCEPT CHAPTER 8 EXCEPT FOR THE PORTION
THAT WAS TABLED.

** THERE WAS A SECOND.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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ADJOURNMENT

** MS. WRIGHT ABDULLAH MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** MR. HOSIER SECONDED.

Mr. Lee asked who would be able to attend the meeting on the 14th, the following day.
Discussion followed about the details of what would be discussed at the next meeting and about
access to the building on Saturday.

** THE MOTION TO ADJOURN PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted

S. L. Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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