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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING 

AUGUST 26, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Faith Sweeney, Chair; John Hosier, Vice Chair; Thomas Gaudett, 

 John Marshall Lee, Steve McKenzie; Via phone: Aishah Wright Abdullah; 

Joe Larcheveque, Rev. Terri Williams, Secretary 

 

OTHERS:  T. Toms, City Attorney; A. Toledo, Community Relations Director; 

M. Anastasi, Esquire  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Sweeney called the meeting to order at 6:54 p.m. The roll was called. A quorum was 

present.  

 

Ms. Sweeney said that there were some items that had been tabled and a number of other 

recommendations that had been submitted.  

 

Ms. Sweeney said that Exhibit 1 would be Round 2, Draft 4 dated August 19, 2025.  

 

City Attorney Toms directed everyone to Chapter 1, Section 6 

 

Ms. Sweeney and Mr. Hosier stepped out of the meeting for a minute. 

 

Ms. Sweeney explained that there was new language that had been included in this Section that 

the Commission had not voted on. “Not withstanding any State or Federal law to the contrary, as 

required by this City Charter or by the ordinances, shall be published on the Internet website of 

the relevant public agency.” This was located on page 8 of 97 at the bottom.  

 

A brief discussion followed about this new language which makes posting the information on the 

City website mandatory.  

 

** MR. LEE MOVED TO APPROVE THE LANGUAGE AS PRESENTED. 

** MR. MCKENZIE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Mr. Hosier said that there had been a previous discussion regarding have seven members versus 

five members on the Ethics Commission. Currently there are five members on it, and two of the 

members have not shown up in some time. Mr. Hosier said that he had spoken with Mr. Toledo 

about this issue and asked for some suggestions for a solution. He said that he had invited Mr. 

Toledo to address the Commission about this.  

 

Mr. Toledo came forward and greeted the Commission. Mr. Toledo said that he did not think 

increasing the number of Ethics Commissioners from five to seven, which is what the 
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Commission had been considering was a good idea. A discussion followed about whether to 

increase the number of Commissioners from five members to seven members.  

 

Mr. Hosier said that currently, there were some Commissioners whose terms would expire in 

2026 and others whose terms would expire in 2027. Mr. Hosier felt that the Commission should 

keep the original number at five rather than increasing it to seven, based on Mr. Toledo’s 

recommendations.  

 

Ms. Wright Abdullah said that she had some concerns about the Ethics Commission. Mr. Toledo 

said that he would be in touch with her first thing tomorrow morning about nominating her to the 

Ethics Commission.  

 

Ms. Wright Abdullah said that she was always around and couldn’t find out anything about this 

Commission and went on to ask about how her neighbors would find out about the Commission. 

Mr. Hosier said that it was on the City’s website. Ms. Sweeney said that the Commission had 

asked for a list of expired Commission and Board terms, so that more people will know what is 

happening.  

 

Mr. Larcheveque also spoke about his concerns. Mr. Gaudett said that the Commission had put a 

great deal of effort into developing the Ethics Commission and that reducing it back to five 

would negate the efforts. Ms. Sweeney said that they might still have the same problem.  

 

Mr. Marshal reminded everyone that the difference in quorum between five members and seven 

members would be one person. He pointed out that there were some Commissioners on this 

Commission who had only shown up a few times.  

 

Ms. Sweeney suggested keeping it at seven and see what happens. Discussion followed. City 

Atty. Toms said that there was more to discuss on this issue, but that should be done at a later 

date.  

 

Mr. Gaudett said that there were some housekeeping issues he would like bring up and directed 

everyone’s attention to page 11, Section 3a and the highlighted text. He reviewed the details of 

the proposed changes. A discussion followed about the wording followed including wording on 

page 29, Section 8b. City Attorney Toms made notes of the adjusted language.  

 

** MR. MCKENZIE MOVE TO APPROVE THE LANGUAGE CHANGES IN THE 

ETHICS COMMISSION SECTION AS DISCUSSED.  

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH SIX (6) IN FAVOR (GAUDETT, HOSIER, LEE, 

MCKENZIE, WRIGHT ABDULLAH AND WILLIAMS) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED 

(LARCHEVEQUE). 

 

Mr. Hosier said that he had some items that he would like to bring to the floor and noted that 

they have a day or so left to work on the wording.  

 

Mr. Gaudett directed everyone’s attention to page 12. He suggested changing the phrasing of 

“professional rules of responsibility” to “professional rules of conduct”.  
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** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO AMEND THE PHRASING OF “PROFESSIONAL 

RULES OF RESPONSIBILITY” TO “PROFESSIONAL RULES OF CONDUCT” ON 

PAGE 12 OF THE DOCUMENT. 

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH SIX (6) IN FAVOR (GAUDETT, HOSIER, LEE, 

MCKENZIE, WRIGHT ABDULLAH AND WILLIAMS) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED 

(LARCHEVEQUE). 

 

The discussion moved to the Office of Ethics. Ms. Sweeney said that there was a new Section 3 

for the Ethics Commission regarding Commissioners not campaigning for public office. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Atty. Anastasi joined the meeting.  

 

Atty. Anastasi noted that once the Charter is amended, the Ordinances will have to be amended.  

 

Mr. Gaudett asked everyone to make a note on page 12 where it talks about appointment of 

members and terms of members. He said that in regards to members of the current Ethics 

Commission would continue to serve until their term expires.  

 

The Commission then reviewed page 13, Section 1c. 

 

** MS. SWEENEY MOVED TO APPROVE SECTION 1C. 

** MR. HOSIER SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO DELETE SUBSECTION D OF SECTION 5 OF 

CHAPTER 20. 

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The discussion then moved to the Section regarding the Sheriffs. Discussion followed about the 

wording and proposed changes. Mr. Lee said that they were just going to leave the section alone 

and allow them to do their jobs.  

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE CHANGES 

AS DISCUSSED.  

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed page 20 regarding the Boards and Commissions submitting 

an annual report listing the accomplishment and challenges of the prior year to the City Clerk in 

January. Discussion followed. 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE CHANGES 

REGARDING THE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ANNUAL REPORT AS 

DISCUSSED.  
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** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The Commission then reviewed Chapter 5. City Attorney Toms directed their attention to 

Section 3b on page 23. Discussion followed about the language in that section.  

 

 ** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO DELETE THE LANGUAGE IN CHAPTER 5, 

SECTION 3, SUBSECTION B, THE HIGHLIGHTED TEXT ON PAGE 23.  

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The next topic discussed was the paying of compensation to the Town Clerk. The Clerks collect 

fees for land records or other documents, but not compensation. 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO DELETE THE PHRASE “FOR COMPENSATION” IN 

CHAPTER 5, SECTION 6. 

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Mr. Gaudett pointed out that currently there was no minority leader on the Council. He spoke 

about the Legislative Office and who would be supervising them. The Personnel Committee 

listed on page 27, where it states the Committee shall be composed of the Council President, the 

Council Majority Leader and the Council Minority Leader. City Attorney Toms said that she had 

fixed the issued.  

 

City Attorney Toms had concerns about Section 3a with having the Mayor presiding over the 

Council meetings.  Discussion followed about the wording regarding the President Pro Tem. 

Atty. Anastasi noted that there had been concerns about the presiding officer having two votes in 

the event of a tie. He explained that one vote would be representing the Council President’s 

district and the second one would be a tie breaker. This would rarely occur if they did not have 

the Council President regularly chairing a meeting.  

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO DELETE THE SENTENCE READING “IN THE 

ABSENCE OF MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT…” 

** MR. HOSIER SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

City Attorney Toms noted that there were issues with Section D.  

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE CHANGES 

AS PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED.  

** MR. HOSIER SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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The discussion moved to whether it should be the Mayor or the City Council President to 

conduct the City Council meetings. Atty. Anastasi then indicated where the stand alone section 

was that stated that the Mayor should preside as Chair at the City Council meetings. City 

Attorney Toms made a note of the reordering of the section.  

 

** MR. LEE MOVED TO APPROVE THE CURRENT LANGUAGE SUBMITTED BY 

ATTY. ANASTASI BE USED IN THE NEW 3A AND THE RENUMBERING OF THE 

SUBSEQUENT ITEMS. 

** MR. GAUDETT SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO DELETE SUBSECTION 3D ON PAGE 26 WHERE IT 

SAYS “THE CITY CLERK SHALL BE THE CLERK OF THE CITY COUNCIL.” 

 

He said that it should be included in the job description for the City Clerk and gave the details. 

He said that there had been a conversation about who should “be in charge” and Ms. Martin had 

suggested that they not indicate who should “be in charge”, which would allow the City Clerk’s 

Office and the Office of Legislative Services to figure it out. 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO STRIKE, CONSISTENT WITH THE PREVIOUS 

MOTION, THE LANGUAGE IN CHAPTER 5, SECTION 1 ON PAGE 22, “THE CITY 

CLERK SHALL PREPARE THE AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL AND THE MAYOR PROVIDED BY THE RULES OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL.” 

 

Mr. Lee noted that on page 26, subsection D had become subsection E. 

  

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Mr. Gaudett explained that this would allow the City Clerk to change the situation if needed or it 

could remain with that office going forward.  

 

The discussion moved to Section 4b. City Attorney said that all items have to go to the Council 

to be referred to the Committee.  

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO STRIKE THE LANGUAGE IN SECTION 4 IN 

“MEETING PROCEDURES”, SUBSECTION D, ON PAGE 26 WHERE THE CHARTER 

SAYS THE FOLLOWING “NO VOTE SHALL BE TAKEN UPON ANY ORDINANACE, 

RESOLUTION OR OTHER MEASURE IN THE CITY COUNCIL THAT THE 

[INAUDIBLE] SHALL HAVE [INAUDIBLE] REFERRED TO AND [INAUDIBLE] 

UPON BY THE APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE. A MATTER MAY BE CONSIDERED 

WITHOUT BEING REFERRED TO A COMMITTEE IF THE CITY COUNCIL 

DETERMINES BY A 2/3RDS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT AND VOTING 

THAT AN EMERGECY EXISTS WHICH REQUIRES IMMEDIATE ACTION ON THE 

MATTER.”  

** MR. MCKENZIE SECONDED. 
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Mr. Gaudett explained that this was a procedural issue about how the Council organizes itself. 

This binds the Council by limiting its ability to act on things. The issue is whether the Charter 

dictates all the details rather than letting the Council decide how to handle a matter. There have 

also been discussion about the definition of the word ‘emergency’.  

 

Mr. Lee objected on the basis that this had not previously been a problem and that the Committee 

should not be changing major issues like this at the eleventh hour. Discussion followed.  

 

** THE MOTION FAILED TO PASS DUE TO A TIED VOTE WITH FOUR (4) IN 

FAVOR AND FOUR (4) OPPOSED.   

 

The discussion moved to page 27, the Personnel Committee, and the issue regarding what would 

happen if there was no Minority Leader in subsection A.  

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO ACCEPT THE LANGUAGE PROPOSED BY THE 

CITY ATTORNEY FOR SUBSECCTION A UNDER THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

ON PAGE 27. 

** MR. LEE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Mr. Gaudett said that they needed to address subsection B regarding the four year term. He noted 

that there were a number of Council Members did not like it. Discussion followed about the 

details, which involved whether it was a classification or unclassified the position.  

 

** MS. SWEENEY MOVED TO TABLE THIS ISSUE IN ORDER TO CONSULT WITH 

THE CITY COUNCIL ON THIS MATTER.  

** MR. GAUDETT SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO TABLE PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Ms. Sweeney noted that they had also tabled another item in this section. Mr. Gaudett said that 

the City Attorney was cleaning up this section.  

 

The Committee then moved to Section 10 in the City Council, Chapter 6.  

 

Mr. Lee had a question about Section 11 where it stated that “the Council may be required” and 

wished to clarify who was requiring and what they were requiring. Mr. Gaudett asked what the 

“journal” was that was mentioned in the section. Discussion followed. It was pointed out that the 

records and minutes were posted electronically.  

 

** MR. LEE MOVED TO STRIKE SECTION 11 IN THE CITY COUNCIL – CHAPTER 

6. 

** MR. GAUDETT SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO ELIMINATE THE PHRASE IN CHAPTER 6 “AS 

WELL AS TO THE CITY COUNCIL’S VOTE TO OVERRIDE THE VETO”. 

** MR. GAUDETT SECONDED.  
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** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Ms. Sweeney had some questions about the City Council’s mission purpose on page 24. It was 

pointed out that the Commission had already voted on that section at an earlier meeting.  

 

The discussion moved to page 32 Section b, where the City Attorney’s Office was reviewing. It 

concerned whether the Associate City Attorney positions were classified or unclassified. Mr. 

Gaudett pointed out the current employee in this position was a member of the bargaining unit 

and that there were other similar situations. Atty. Anastasi explained that this had become an 

issue because a particular Council Member repeatedly complained about it. Discussion followed 

about the details.  

 

** MR. HOSIER MOVED TO TABLE SECTION B ON PAGE 32 FOR THE CITY 

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE TO REVIEW AND PRESENT A RECOMMENDATION.  

** MR. MCKENZIE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Ms. Sweeney said that Council Member Burns had submitted some recommendations on the 

Budget. Mr. Gaudett reminded everyone that the Council had changed the budget timeline under 

a very special ordinance. He said that the Commission had allocated the Budget Committee more 

time at the beginning of the process, but Council Member Burns wanted still more time. He said 

for the record that most Council Members and Department Heads will agree that the budgeting 

review process by the City Council is not particularly efficient as designed now so there is some 

work that could be done there if they really feel crunched for time. I have respect for Council 

Member Burns who has given this some thought and he wants a chance to breathe with so many 

meetings happening at once. But by adding a couple of weeks, there is only so much you can 

stretch out this process before you go over the cliff.  

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO RETURN THE SECTION TO THE COMMISSION’S 

ORIGINAL RECOMMENDATION IN CHAPTER 9.  

 

Mr. Hosier pointed out that this draft would be going to the Ordinance Committee.  

 

The discussion moved to how the Council would present the question on the Charter. Mr. 

Gaudett noted that there were so many changes to the Charter that link to other sections, they 

should present it as a whole document.  

 

Ms. Sweeney said that she would send the Commissioners a list of which Chapters were 

completed.  

 

The Commission then discussed when they would be meeting next. She said that she had emailed 

out two agendas, one for that day and one for the following day. However, only this meeting had 

been scheduled. Discussion followed about the details. It was determined that all the 

Commissioners would be available on Thursday and Saturday for meeting. Atty. Anastasi 

pointed out that they needed to post the meetings 48 hours before the meeting, so the following 

day would not work. It was agreed that they would meet on Thursday at 5 p.m. and Saturday.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

** MR. GAUDETT MOVED TO ADOURN. 

** MS. SWEENEY SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Soltes Secretarial Services 

 


