CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 21, 2026

ATTENDANCE: Maria Valle, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz Sr., Nicole Nelson, Ernest Newton,
Mary McBride-Lee, Co-chair; Michelle Lyons

OTHERS: Council Member(s): E. Martinez; C. Peterkin, Central Grants; M. Adorno,
Central Grants; Ashley Aguilera, Director, Legislative Services; Ms.
Sanchez, UB; J Katz, Senior Associate, Chad Schroeder, Sustainability
Office; Daniel Roach, Public Facilities

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Valle called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:

* September 17, 2025 (Regular Meeting)

* October 29, 2025 (Special Meeting)
** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

* SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 (REGULAR MEETING)

* OCTOBER 29, 2025 (SPECIAL MEETING)
** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED.
Council Member Newton pointed out that he was not on the Committee back in the fall of 2025.
Council Member Valle said that they should wait on approving the minutes until they had more
members of the Committee present.
** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ WITHDREW HIS MOTION FOR THE MINUTES.
01-25 Grant Submission: re Environmental Task Force (ETF) — Skateboard Park #26404.
Mr. Katz came forward and said that Ms. Sanchez had come forward some time ago to request a
skate park at Seaside Park. It took some time to determine where the best location would be for a

skate park.

Council Member McBride-Lee joined the meeting.
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Mr. Katz said that they had settled on an area near the ice house for a variety of reasons
including the ease of access.

Council Member Lyons joined the meeting.

Ms. Peterkin said that the Central Grants Department submitted the application to the
Environmental Task Force and the funding was provided. She reviewed the details with the
Committee. They will be using $50,000 for construction and equipment. The City will be paying
a contractor to construct the park and there will be some CDBG funding involved for
construction.

Council Member Newton had some questions about liability. Ms. Adorno said that they had
checked with the City Attorney’s Office and at the end of the day, the City would be liable. She
said that while it comes with a higher degree of risk, it is similar to anyone who trips and falls at
the Park.

Council Member Cruz said that he liked the idea. He asked for clarification on the location on
the map and one of the staff indicated it would be by the basketball court. He also had questions
about the size of the facility.

Council Member Martinez asked about the skate park that had been at Seaside before. She was
told the previous one had been made from wood and started to deteriorate. They had to remove it
before it became a liability.[Copies of the email Council Member Martinez sent to the City
Attorney and Ms. DeJesus the following day are included just before the motion. ]

Council Member Martinez asked about a skate park near P.T. Barnum. She reminded everyone
that they have to go through the chair before speaking. Council Member Martinez was told that
Rampage had gone out of business and that there was a problem with the City. A new company
has taken over the site and it would be trespass to go there now.

Council Member Martinez asked about maintenance and repairs. She also wished to know about
the use of the CDBG funding. Council Member Martinez went on to say that she was in favor of
things that would keep the kids out of trouble, but $110,000 was a lot of money to use for this
while they still need spaces for homeless people.

She was concerned with the maintenance and the repairs and where the funding would come
from for those items. She wished to know which company would be building this and whether
the contractors had done work in the City before.

Council Member Martinez said that the City Attorneys should be attending the meetings because
there are legal questions that should be answered. This is a problem. She asked for more
information because the two pieces of paper that she had on this item were not enough. She
wants to see the applications and who would be building this and that company’s credibility.

Council Member Martinez was told by the staff that a construction company had not been
selected yet and it would be going through the Purchasing Department because of the cost. An
application is being assembled and they did reach out to the American Ramp company for the
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dimensions and potential cost estimates. She said that they could email the application with the
Council Members, but added that the City had not been awarded the grant funding yet.

The staff members said that she understood that Council Member Martinez was concerned about
the use of the CDBG funds for the project rather than housing the homeless. The project will
benefit those who skate from all over the city and would be a state of the art facility.

Regarding the City Attorneys, the staff has to submit the application and had done some
preliminary research with the attorneys on this. The staff said that it would be important to give
those who like to skate a place to exercise. The Parks Department will most likely play a major
role in upkeep and repairs. There was also a petition signed by the neighborhood residents to
support this.

Council Member Lyons asked who decided that the skate board park should be put in the park
and also wished to know how it was connected with the CDBG funding. Mr. Schroeder reviewed
the details of the CDBG funding and how it would be used.

Council Member Lyons asked why the park was going to Seaside Park and not the East Side or
South End. Mr. Schroeder said that a number of locations has been considered. Seaside was
selected because it was a central location and had the space for it. The Parks Commission gave
the final approval for the location. This was also presented to Public Facilities and the Health
Department.

Council Member Valle noted that they had a skate park in that area before, so she felt that it
should stay there. Ms. Peterkin said that the information came from Ms. Sanchez.

Council Member McBride-Lee asked where the funding would come from if the CDBG funding
was not allocated. She was told that the CDBG funding had already been allocated and an award
letter had been received. The project should be fully funded if the grant is approved.

Council Member Cruz reiterated that he was in favor of this, but asked if there would be
competitions. One of the staff said that if it works out, it could be a possibility. Discussion
followed about the sports courts that were nearby.

Council Member Martinez asked for clarification on whether it was a skate board park or a
skating park. She was told that it was a skate board park.

Council Member Martinez said that she would like to see the approval from the Parks Board and
the signatures of the neighboring residents. While she was not opposed to this, there is a budget
crisis happening and there are other things that need attention. She said that she would like to
have information from Parks and Recreation and Public Facilities about the maintenance costs.
She expressed concerned about the long term maintenance costs and mentioned a neglected
handball court in her district that is no longer used. She said that court was a waste in the district.
A lot of money went into that court, but now people bring lawn chairs and smoke weed there. It
is important to utilize the City’s resources.
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Council Member Newton asked if the contract was presented to the Contracts Committee. One of
the staff said that she was not sure and thought it would go out to bid via Purchasing.

Council Member Newton asked what the plans were if the grant was not awarded. One of the
staff members said that there wasn’t a contingency plan in place. The CDBG funding is already
earmarked. The staff member gave the details and said that the department was looking for
additional grant funding.

Council Member Nelson asked about the costs and whether contingency funding would be
included. She expressed concern about future maintenance costs.

Council Member Nelson asked why the skate board park was being put in Seaside since they had
one in the past. Mr. Schroeder explained that the area by the fitness center did not have the space
to accommodate the skate park along with some other considerations.

Council Member Nelson asked for at least three estimates for the project. She was told by the
staff that the item would go out to bid and be available to companies nationwide, so it was
expected that there would be more than three bids. That will be handed by Purchasing.

Council Member Cruz said that the Grants Department had reached out to Public Facilities,
Parks and other departments but they did not contact the two Council Members who represent
the district. Anything that is being done in a district should be referred to the district
representatives. This is disrespectful. The Council Members need time to speak with their
constituents.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 01-25 GRANT
SUBMISSION: RE ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE (ETF) - SKATEBOARD PARK
#26404.

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Please place this on the consent calendar.

[The following emails were sent on the following day and have been included in the minutes at
the request of the City Attorney.]

From: Martinez, Eneida <Eneida.Martinez@Bridgeportct.gov>

Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2026 9:10 AM

To: Delesus, Isolina <lsolina.Delesus@Bridgeportct.gov>; McBride-Lee, Mary <Mary.McBride-
Lee@Bridgeportct.gov>; Valle, Maria <Maria.Valle@Bridgeportct.gov>; Curry, Aaron
<Aaron.Curry@Bridgeportct.gov>; Burgos, Luis <Luis.Burgos@Bridgeportct.gov>; City Council Members
<CityCouncilMembers@Bridgeportct.gov>; Toms, Tyisha <Tyisha.Toms@Bridgeportct.gov>; Peterkin,
Candice <Candice.Peterkin@Bridgeportct.gov>; Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@Bridgeportct.gov>; Ganim, Joseph
<Joseph.Ganim@Bridgeportct.gov>
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Subject: ITEM # 01-25 ECD& E.

Good morning all,

This email is related to the ECD& E meeting held last night Wednesday January 21, 2026
regarding item # 01 - 25. My concerns as always is that we NEVER get all the details regarding
the specific items at hand. These things come before us they expect to shove down our throats,

and want us to vote. We cannot continue to do this.

Where are the city attorneys? They must start attending these committee meetings, or be present
for legal questions.

This particular item I have serious liability questions. We the city will be responsible like
everything else with potential lawsuits.

What is the cost for the maintenance of this project? Does parks & recreation have the manpower
to maintain this property? What is the budget that will cost the parks and recreation department?

Who is responsible to replace damaged and broken parts, what budget will this come from?
Where are the minutes from the parks board with the approval?

Can we receive information on this American Ramp company that has sent in an estimate.

What are the cost for the landscaping designs for this project?

I will like to receive a copy of this entire package for this specific item. We have to start
monitoring what is shoved down our throats. I am in favor of anything for our kids, and
beautification of the communities. I am not in favor of cost to our city. We can utilize these

funds for other projects conducive to many other critical needs.

This is not my district, but I am a voting member. I support Jorge and Denise, but let’s stay
awake.

Let’s use that example of that power tower that was built off of exit #26. Definitely not what was
propose, but after we voted, they do whatever. HELLO!!!!

We had a ramp park at seaside, whether it was wood, plastic, medal or wood chips it was not
maintained properly, it was a huge liability and it ended up getting destroyed. HELLO!!!!

Thank you,
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Eneida Martinez
City Councilwoman, 139" District

Ordinance Committee, Co-Chair

ECD&E Committee, Member

Public Safety & TransportationCommittee, Member
Liaison to WPCA

Liaison to Housing Authority

Liaison to Police Commission

Cell: (475) 422-2886
Eneida.Martinez@bridgeportct.gov

From: Delesus, Isolina <Isolina.DelJesus@Bridgeportct.gov>

Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2026 12:08:35 PM

To: Martinez, Eneida <Eneida.Martinez@Bridgeportct.gov>; McBride-Lee, Mary <Mary.McBride-
Lee@Bridgeportct.gov>; Valle, Maria <Maria.Valle@Bridgeportct.gov>; Curry, Aaron
<Aaron.Curry@Bridgeportct.gov>; Burgos, Luis <Luis.Burgos@Bridgeportct.gov>; City Council Members
<CityCouncilMembers@Bridgeportct.gov>; Toms, Tyisha <Tyisha.Toms@Bridgeportct.gov>; Peterkin,
Candice <Candice.Peterkin@Bridgeportct.gov>; Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@Bridgeportct.gov>; Ganim, Joseph
<Joseph.Ganim@Bridgeportct.gov>; Gaudett, Thomas <Thomas.Gaudett@Bridgeportct.gov>

Subject: Re: ITEM # 01-25 ECD& E.

Good morning Councilwoman Martinez,

Thank you for your email and for raising your concerns regarding Item #01-25 discussed at the ECD&E
meeting on Wednesday, January 21, 2026. I want to assure you that the Grants Department conducted
appropriate due diligence prior to the submission of this application and that we share the goal of
protecting the City’s financial and legal interests.

To address your questions directly, please find the following information and documentation attached or
referenced below:

Due Diligence and Supporting Documentation

e The quote from American Ramp Company is attached. Please note that quote provided
represents a 7,000 sq ft. space; however, the identified location only provides for 4,000 - 5,000 sq
ft. Therefore, our final cost is projected to be less than the quote.

¢ Community petitions received by Jocelyn Sanchez in support of the project are attached.

e The CDBG contractual agreement for the skate park projectin the total amount of
$189,382.60 is attached. As discussed during the committee meeting, the current plan is to utilize
$120,000 of this allocation.

e The Parks Board Agenda for July 8, 2025 is included.
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Legal Review

While legal review is outside the formal scope of the Grants Department’s responsibilities, we understood
the importance of obtaining preliminary legal input. Accordingly, we contacted the City Attorney’s Office
and presented the project proposal for consideration. We were advised that there were no legal
impediments identified that would prevent the City of Bridgeport from pursuing this project; however,
City Council approval would be required.

Parks Board Approval Record

Please note that the minutes from the Tuesday, July 8, 2025 Parks Board meeting have not yet been
transcribed. In the interim, I have provided the Zoom recording for transparency and reference. You may
fast-forward to the following timestamps:

e Discussion of the skate park item begins at 44:03

e At 56:27, Commissioner Lee Grisby made the motion to approve the location and refer the
matter to the City Attorney’s Office for further review/action

e Commissioner Sue Lesko seconded the motion
e The motion was unanimously approved
Zoom Recording Link:

Click here to view recording
Passcode: +OEh%xWO0

With respect to liability, long-term maintenance, and operational considerations, these are appropriate
matters for continued discussion with the Administration, Parks & Recreation, and the City Attorney’s
Office as the project advances. From the Grants Department’s standpoint, our role is to ensure that the
application is eligible, compliant, and supported by documentation, which we have done.

If you would like, I am happy to walk through the full package with you directly.
Respectfully,

Isolina DelJesus
Director of Central Grants

Department of Central Grants

Margaret E. Morton Government Center
999 Broad Street, Bridgeport, CT 06604
Office: (203) 576-7134

Isolina.DeJesus@Bridgeportct.gov

03-25 Grant Submission re Resolution — United States Conference of Mayors (USCM)-
Dollarwise Innovation Grant (#26320).
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Ms. Peterkin said that she was present speak about the item and explained that they had not been
awarded grant funding. A letter was sent to the City Clerk requesting the item be removed from
the agenda.

Council Member Valle passed around the letter from Ms. Peterkin to the City Clerk.

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 03-25
GRANT SUBMISSION RE RESOLUTION - UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF
MAYORS (USCM) - DOLLARWISE INNOVATION GRANT (#26320).

** COUNCIIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

04-25 Grant Submission re United States Conference of Mayors 2026 Healthy and
Sustainable Communities Grant Awards - The Greenhouse Impact (#26505).

Copies of a document were distributed to the Council Members. One of the staff members gave a
brief overview of the proposed grant program. This program would bring seniors and the youth
together working in a greenhouse. There would be 15 seniors from the East Side Senior Center
and 15 students chosen from the Waltersville or Barnum Lighthouse programs for the program.
She gave an overview of the benefits of the program for both the seniors and the students. This is
a pilot project that will run for a year and will take place from January 26 to December 27 or Feb
26 to January 27. This will promote more buy in for the green spaces. This will promote shared
responsibility and understanding of the food system.

The next portion of the presentation involve the break out of the budget and the four categories,
such as construction. gardening supplies and transportation. The City has not been informed if
they have been awarded the grant. The staff will be working with Groundworks due to their
expertise.

Council Member Lyons said that the Senior Centers serve residents from all over the city
because there are only two Senior Centers. She asked if Council Members Valle and Nieves had
been informed about this potential project earlier. Council Member Valle said that she had
spoken about a butterfly garden she had started at one of the schools and how she saw the
benefits. She said that she had no problem with this program.

Council Member Lyons said that this opportunity came about through the Conference of Mayors
and she just wanted to confirm that the Council Members in that district had been notified in
advance as the Committee had just discussed.

Council Member Lyons asked if the students would be able to take home the tools and gardening
supplies. Mr. Schroeder said that the tools would be kept on site but the students will be given
some equipment to grow food at home. It was also pointed out that the grant award included a
range of allocations which will determine what they can include in the program budget.

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she did not think that the grant writers should need to
get permission from the District Council Members if they want to write a grant. She pointed out
that they could simply vote against a program in Committee if they were against a program or
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project. She felt that taking the students via a bus to the site was good, but wished to know where
the greenhouse would be located.

One of the staff members said that once the site is officially confirmed and they have a firm idea
of what size the greenhouse will be. Mr. Schroeder said that there was a variety of greenhouse
sizes that could be put on a gravel base and they ranged from very simple and small to very large
and elaborate.

Council Member Nelson had a number of questions including the selection of the student who
would participate in the program, what type of outreach there would be and what kinds of
approvals would be needed. One of the staff gave a brief overview of the selection process, but
she also pointed out that they had not yet been awarded the funding. Discussion followed about
the details of the greenhouse, which could be a three season greenhouse or a four season
greenhouse.

Council Member Nelson asked what would happen to the greenhouse and the site after the grant
funding ends. Mr. Schroeder said that they were speaking with Groundworks about this, since
they already managed a number of other sites. Council Member Nelson said that while this was
good and it is important to teach the students about obtaining their food locally. She was
concerned because she had seen at least one community garden in the city that was not
maintained.

Council Member Valle said that she had been involved in Community Gardens in her District for
a long time. She said that she would fight to maintain for her community gardens. She said that
she had to leave for another meeting. The staff said that they were hoping that the seniors and the
students would continue to maintain the greenhouse after the funding ended.

Council Member Lyons said she wished to clarify her earlier remarks and explained that she had
not known that Council Member Valle had started a butterfly garden in her district and said that
it was nice to know that the Council Members can go and ask for grants that would help their
districts.

Council Member Cruz said that he supported this program because it brings people together. It is
important for the younger generation to learn from the older generation. He said that when he
spoke about Council Members being told, it was more about being informed rather than giving
permission.

*%* COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 04-25 GRANT
SUBMISSION RE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 2026 HEALTHY
AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT AWARDS - THE GREENHOUSE
IMPACT (#26505).

#% COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Please include this on the Consent Calendar.
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Council Member Valle left the meeting and Council Member McBride-Lee assumed the
Chairmanship.

05-25 Grant Submission re United States Conference of Mayors 2026 Healthy and
Sustainable Communities Grant Awards - Pathways to Parks (#26506).

A document was distributed to those present. Mr. Schroeder then gave a brief overview of the
program for a survey regarding installing tree pits near the sidewalks where the tree roots have
lifted up by the tree roots.

Council Member Lyons asked if the Council Members could discuss this with their constituents.
Mr. Schroeder said that they could contact him about areas of concern.

Council Member Martinez said that it would include properties that had been owned by the City
and later sold. Mr. Schroeder explained that they would not be asking property owners to replace
the sidewalks.

Council Member McBride-Lee asked for clarification. Mr. Schroeder explained that they were
not going to do every tree where the roots have pushed up the sidewalk. They could do trees
where the space allows for the pit to be expanded and the tree does not need to be pruned or cut.

Council Member McBride-Lee asked for clarification on the details of the “low canopy”. Mr.
Schroeder explained that there were areas in the city where there were not enough trees and that
was what the term referred to. He noted that he was a tree warden and was also an arborist.

Council Member Valle rejoined the meeting.

Council Member Valle spoke about a tree that had caused the sidewalk to buckle and the tree
was finally removed. However, the sidewalk is still buckled. Mr. Schroeder said that the city
needs to expand the plant-able areas for the tree pits. He spoke about the different types of trees
that would not shade houses, or buckle sidewalks. Discussion followed about potential areas
where the pits could be expanded and problem areas.

#% COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 05-25 GRANT
SUBMISSION RE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 2026 HEALTHY
AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT AWARDS - PATHWAYS TO PARKS
(#26506).

#% COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

09-25 Grant Submission: re Regarding the ABT Global - FY23 U.S DOT Thriving
Communities Subaward (#26907).

Ms. Peterkin presented the item and gave a brief overview of the grant focus, which is
identifying pedestrian safe streets. There would be forums and events for residents about street
safety.
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Mr. Schroeder spoke about the DOT Thriving Communities program, which is a technical
assistance program and said that it was for a $50,000 for an employee to coordinate all this. The
Health Department often brings on grant funded contracted individuals to expand their staff.

Council Member Newton said that the employee should have a background in transportation. Mr.
Schroeder said that they would have the Safe Streets and Road for All program resources along
with ABT Global and the City’s engineering and planning resources available.

Council Member Martinez asked who would be overseeing the work and how the streets would
be selected. Mr. Schroeder said that there were already some major Complete Streets work
planned the coming year. The coordinator would work with OPED and Engineering on the
priority of the streets.

Council Member Lyons had a question about Park Avenue South work. A staff member gave her
a brief overview of the area involved and an update on the design phase. Discussion followed
about the status of the upper Park Avenue improvement project.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 09-25 GRANT
SUBMISSION: RE REGARDING THE ABT GLOBAL - FY23 U.S DOT THRIVING
COMMUNITIES SUBAWARD (#26907).

** COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Soltes Secretarial Services
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