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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 18, 2026 

 

ATTENDANCE: Maria Valle, Co-chair; Mary McBride-Lee, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz Sr., 

Michelle Lyons, Nicole Nelson, Ernest Newton 

 

OTHERS: Council Member E. Martinez; Lisa Trachtenburg, Interim Airport 

Manager; William Coleman, OPED Deputy Director; Meggy Adorno, 

Central Grants; Andrea Raices, Ashley Aguilera, Director, Legislative 

Services. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair McBride-Lee called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. A quorum was present.  

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:   

• January 21, 2026 (Regular Meeting) 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 21, 2026 

REGULAR MEETING.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.          

                                 

12-25  Proposed Resolution  regarding a FAA Grant for Obstruction Analysis and Plan. 

 

Atty. Lisa Trachtenburg came forward and introduced herself. She said that she was serving as 

the Interim Airport Manager. She explained that she was present to speak on the first three 

matters on the agenda (12-25; 13-25 & 14-25). She said that they update their obstruction 

Analysis Plan every three to five years.  

 

The three resolutions are basically the same in what they are addressing. The taxiways are in 

desperate need of rehabilitation.  

 

Council Member Valle said that they would be considering the three items separately. She 

reminded everyone that they needed to identify themselves when they speak and she would be 

maintaining a list of who wished to speak in order.  

 

Council Member Valle asked Atty. Trachtenburg if she had background information on the 

items. Atty. Trachtenburg said that she had submitted a copy of the resolution to the City Clerk. 

Council Member Valle asked that copies be made for the Committee members.  

 

Atty. Trachtenburg said that this was a resolution to use some of the entitlement funding for an 

Obstruction Analysis Plan. The two biggest obstructions at this time are trees that are becoming 
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too tall and a smoke stack. They are required to maintain the analysis regularly. She reviewed the 

details and noted that the City would have a matching funds request of approximately $11,500.  

 

Council Member Nelson asked if the $11,500 was a firm number or if there was a range. Atty. 

Trachtenburg said that the airport consultants had determined the feasibility. If it turned out to be 

more than that, she would have to come back to the Council.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ACCEPT AGENDA ITEM 12-

25 PROPOSED RESOLUTION  REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR OBSTRUCTION 

ANALYSIS AND PLAN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

  

13-25  Proposed Resolution  regarding a FAA Grant for the Rehabilitation of Taxiways 

Alpha and Delta. 

 

Atty. Trachtenburg explained that this item was for an FAA Grant. The taxiways are seeing wear 

and tear, particularly for access to  Runway 11-29, which is currently out for bid. This request  is 

for entitlement funding for taxiways rehabilitation for Taxi ways Alpha and Delta for the amount 

of $22,500. 90% of the cost would be Federally Funding and an additional 5% from the State.  

 

Council Member Newton said that the 5% from the State was not noted. Atty. Trachtenburg said 

that the 10% noted on the form would be split by the City and the Connecticut Airport Authority 

Funding.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee asked how much traffic was coming out of the airport. Atty. 

Trachtenburg said that she was surprised at how much traffic actually occurred there, but she 

didn’t know off hand what that figure was. She said that she would be happy to send the statistics 

to the Council Members and noted that there was a plane either taking off or landing about every 

15 minutes. The helicopters are the noisiest.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that she had never seen proposed resolutions written up as grants. 

Atty. Trachtenburg replied that she had written these up herself and spoken to Ms. DeJesus. 

Council Member Martinez said that the information was not providing the breakdown of the 

costs but just simply the matching funds request. This was similar to adopting a grant than 

approving a resolution. Discussion followed about the details of the regular grant funding form.  

 

Council Member Newton said that he was surprised that Ms. DeJesus would review this without 

the grant form. Atty. Trachtenburg explained that there was a time constraint.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that this was not the proper language for a grant application. She 

repeated that this was a resolution request.  

Council Member Newton suggested that this information should be reformatted as a grant 

request. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Valle requested that Atty. Trachtenburg reach out to Ms. DeJesus, the Central 

Grants Director, and submit the request with the proper format before the next ECD&E meeting.  
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Council Member McBride-Lee said that if necessary, they could schedule a Special Meeting. It 

was suggested that they schedule a Special Meeting right before the next Council Meeting.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 13-25  

PROPOSED RESOLUTION  REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR THE 

REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAYS ALPHA AND DELTA. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

14-25   Proposed Resolution  regarding a FAA Grant for an Engineering Study for the 

Control Tower.   

 

The Committee stated that this item should also be reformatted into the proper grant form.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 14-

25   PROPOSED RESOLUTION  REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR AN 

ENGINEERING STUDY FOR THE CONTROL TOWER. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

12-25  Proposed Resolution  regarding a FAA Grant for Obstruction Analysis and Plan. 

CONT’D. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO WITHDRAW HIS EARLIER MOTION 

TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 12-25  PROPOSED RESOLUTION  REGARDING A 

FAA GRANT FOR OBSTRUCTION ANALYSIS AND PLAN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO WITHDRAW THE EARLIER MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 12-25 – 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION  REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR OBSTRUCTION 

ANALYSIS AND PLAN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO TABLE THE ITEM PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

24-25   Grant Submission: Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection (DEEP) Recreational Trails Program – The Old Mill Green Pathways Project 

(#26899).   

 

Ms. Adorno came forward to present the item regarding the Old Mill Green Pathway Project to 

the Committee. Copies of the grant request were distributed and the staff member stated that she 

had submitted a copy to the City Clerk. 

 

She explained that this was a $750,000 project with a funding request for $600,000 and a 

required match of 20% from the City, which came out to $150,000. This request includes 

planning and design for the new trail, outreach and education and funding for contingencies. If 
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the funding is awarded, the project would take 3 years and have two phases. This particular grant 

application is requesting funding for Phase I.  

 

Phase I includes establishing a foundation, engineering, comprehensive planning and a potential 

CT DOT encroachment permit. It will also include demolition, construction and ADA compliant 

trails. They are also hoping to install amenities such as benches, but there will not be any bridges 

or boardwalks installed.  

 

Council Member Valle asked if there were any drawings of what the trail might look like. Ms. 

Adorno said she did not have any drawings, but could get them for Council Member Valle.  

 

Council Member Valle gave a brief summary of what she had been told about the project in the 

past and noted that Boston Avenue was heavily travelled. She expressed concerns about changes 

to the smaller side streets.  

 

Mr. Coleman explained that this request was for the planning stage of the project and concerns 

about the changes to the side streets need to be considered. Mr. Coleman said that if they 

obtained the funding, they would develop the plan to make the community better.  

 

Council Member Newton said that he believed that they were supposed to do a similar plan by 

Beardsley Park. Mr. Coleman said that there had been a plan created for the Pequonnock River 

Park Bike Trail. He described where that trail was located.  

 

Council Member Valle noted that the area was designated as historical and cautioned the staff 

about changing the area when developing the plan.  

 

Council Member Nelson asked about the encroachment permit. Mr. Coleman explained that 

when the construction phase starts, they would have  account for any types of changes to the 

streets because Boston Avenue is Route 1 and CT DOT has to give the City permission for the 

work. This is what is referred to as encroachment. It does not involve eminent domain, but is 

similar to a building permit.  

 

Council Member Nelson asked who would be involved in the planning process. Mr. Coleman 

said that they allow any interested parties to participate. They will hold an event for the public to 

give input. He added that the City does have a Planning Department that would handle the 

administrative portions.  

 

Council Member Martinez said the DOT spent a lot of money regarding the infrastructure on 

Seaview Avenue, which was Council Member Pereira’s District, Council Member Valle’s 

District along with both Council Member Newton’s and her District. This involved millions of 

dollars. The landscaping was not good and has been left in the hands of the City of Bridgeport. 

There are open ditches and improper lighting. The street signs don’t match the City’s street 

signs. This raises concerns about projects where the DOT is involved.  

 

She also expressed concerns about the amount of time that was being spent on identifying grants 

that were not conducive to Bridgeport. Having a bike trail in an area where there were so many 

fatalities is concerning. She asked if there were statistics from a traffic study, statistics on the 
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number of accidents and the number of fatalities. She did not feel this was conducive to the City. 

In the past, there were bike lanes set up for scooters and they spent a lot of time working on that 

project, but they are not being used anymore. She also asked who this was for and if it was for 

gentrification of the districts.  

 

Mr. Coleman said that they have to be vigilant when they deal with the DOT, who often have 

different interests than the City. He pointed out that the State had spent about $11 million dollars 

on Seaview Avenue to improve it. With Council Member Martinez’s help, OPED has about $6 

million in funding to work on East Main Street to make it safer for pedestrians. This work will be 

done based on the data about accidents at Seaview and East Main.  

 

Mr. Coleman went on to speak about the DOT replacing a bridge by Harding School. He said 

that this project could benefit the Bridgeport residents by giving them a better space for the 

residents.  

 

He addressed Council Member Martinez’s concerns about the Seaview Avenue landscaping and 

noted that they are addressing the open ditches with Public Facilities. He said that they were 

planning street trees and to finish off the project.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that he liked the idea because there were residents who can’t go to 

Seaside Park because it is too far. He added that he needed to consider the homeless.  

 

Mr. Coleman reviewed the figures with the Committee. There are known City accounts that have 

surpluses in them and are geared towards the East Side. This funding can be used for the safer 

cross walks and would not incur additional debt.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee asked for clarification on where the trail would be. Mr. Coleman 

said that it would stretch from East Main almost to Seaview. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Nelson requested that the staff engage the community and stakeholders on this 

project. She was for any project that will improve the aesthetic of life for members of the 

community.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 24-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM – 

THE OLD MILL GREEN PATHWAYS PROJECT (#26899).   

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

23-25   Grant Submission: Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection (DEEP) Climate Resilience Fund – Resilient Bridgeport Matching Funds, 

(#26447). 

Mr. Coleman and the staff members came forward to present the item. Copies of the item were 

distributed to the Council Members.  
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Ms. Adorno spoke about the costs and noted that the program would be run through the CT 

Department of Housing. The City would be applying to receive $4 million dollars to be used for 

housing. She reviewed the details and noted that there was a funding gap that the State was 

responsible for.  

Council Member Newton expressed concerns about previous State plans that did not benefit 

Bridgeport, including having to raise Bassick High. Mr. Coleman spoke about the challenges in 

the South End around Iranistan and Columbia Street and noted that there was a storm water park 

and absorb the rain water and release it into a storage pond before releasing it to the Sound. That 

project is being handled by the State Department of Housing and will be constructed by the State 

DOT.  

The remaining portion of the project, which will cost $66 million dollars, involves a berm along 

University Avenue. He reviewed the details and explained that Bridgeport had been invited to 

apply for the Resilience funding. Mr. Coleman said that they wanted to speak with PS&G about 

the location of the seawall and suggested that it be brought forward, closer to the water’s edge.  

Council Member Cruz said that the City had been short changed in a number of problems and he 

would like guarantee that the City would not have the money would not be diverted again. He 

said that the former owners of PS&G had opposed the location of the seawall.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 23-25  GRANT 

SUBMISSION: CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) CLIMATE RESILIENCE FUND – 

RESILIENT BRIDGEPORT MATCHING FUNDS, (#26447). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Soltes Secretarial Services 

 


