CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
CONTRACTS COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 14, 2026

ATTENDANCE: Dasha Spell, Co-chair; Richard Ortiz, Co-chair; Eneida Martinez, Keyla
Medina, Ernest Newton

OTHERS: Council Member(s): M. Pereira; D Garskof, Associate City Attorney;
Maria Heller, Project Director for Department on Aging

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Spell called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:

* March 10, 2026 (Regular Meeting)

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10, 2026
REGULAR CONTRACT COMMITTEE MEETING.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH FOUR (4) IN FAVOR (ORTIZ, MARTINEZ,
MEDINA AND NEWTON) AND ONE (1) ABSTENTION (SPELL).

44-25 Proposed Resolution Approving and Authorizing Entry into a Parking License
Agreement with Golden Hill United Methodist Church.

Ms. Heller explained that there was no parking available at the Senior Center and the seniors that
attend the Senior Center programs have to park in the 45 Lyon Terrace lot. This is a distance for
them to walk when they use a walker. It is dangerous in the snow and those vehicles coming off
the highway tend to speed down Golden Hill. Ms. Heller said that she is worried that someone
will be hit crossing Golden Hill.

Ms. Heller said that she had heard from seniors that parking was not available. She contacted the
pastor of the Golden Hill Methodist Church about their parking lot as often. The City Attorney’s
Office has arranged an agreement where the Senior Center would pay $200 a month to the
church for 10 parking spaces. The Senior Center will have two clickers for the lot. Discussion
followed about the details.

Council Member Martinez had several questions and concerns. She said that those City Hall
employees who were able could park in the 45 Lyon Terrace lot rather than the North Parking
lot. This would allow the seniors to use that lot. She said the Church was not utilizing their lot
during the week and she felt that since they were tax free, they should allow the seniors to park
for free. Ms. Heller said that she couldn’t speak to that issue. Her main concern was having the
seniors safe.
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Council Member Martinez asked which budget line this payment would be coming from. Ms.
Heller replied that the funds would come from the “Other Projects” budget line. She said that
currently, she may have between $1,200 and $1,800 available in her budget to cover that cost.

Council Member Medina said in the past, when churches have rented out their parking spaces, it
was because they are liable if something happens to a non-congregant. Atty. Garskof said they
had talked about allowing the church to use 45 Lyon Terrace for overflow parking on Sundays,
but she explained that this was a very short lease and would only run through December.

Council Member Martinez asked how long the Senior Center had been located in that particular
building. Ms. Heller said that it was opened during Mayor Finch’s administration and gave a
brief overview of the timeline which was before she started working for the Department of
Aging. She added that she had been trying for a number of years to get the parking for the
seniors because it has been a consistent issue.

Council Member Martinez said that she was in favor of helping the seniors, but not in favor of
having to pay $200 a month for parking at the church.

Council Member Pereira pointed out that the contract was through December, so there would be
an option to renew.

Council Member Pereira said that her district has the largest section of senior housing in the
City. Her district has 445 senior units. She is sympathetic to the seniors’ issues. However, she
noted that former Mayor Finch was responsible for the building trade. The seniors were
promised a swimming pool, which never happened. She questioned the seniors’ ability to walk
from the 45 Lyon Terrace lot to the Senior Center. Ms. Heller said that it was hard for some of
them to walk that far since some use walkers. There are only two handicapped spaces in front of
the building, which are often taken up by those going to court.

Ms. Heller also noted that if the seniors park in front of the building, it will cost them almost
$8.00 a day and they are ticketed. Discussion followed.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 44-25 PROPOSED
RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING ENTRY INTO A PARKING
LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH GOLDEN HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 44-25 PROPOSED RESOLUTION
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING ENTRY INTO A PARKING LICENSE
AGREEMENT WITH GOLDEN HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY.
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ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN.

** COUNCIL MEMBER ORTIZ SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Soltes Secretarial Services
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