Board of Police Commissioners
Meeting Minutes March 18, 2026
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF
THE HONORABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

Wednesday, March 18", 2026

Members of the public and media, please type in the following link into your web browser
to access our YouTube channel where you may view the Bridgeport Board of Police
Commissioners meeting:

https://www.youtube.com/{@bridgeportpolice907 1/streams

This meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM

1) Roll Call of Commissioners - Roll call of commissioners: Lyons, Martinez, Ferguson,

Roach, Farrow, Williams

Also in Attendance: Lieutenant Stacey Lyons, Lieutenant Jonathan Duharte, Officer
Michael Salemme

a) Pledge of Allegiance —none (no flag on Zoom)

b) On a motion by Commissioner Martinez and seconded by Commissioner Lyons, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item 1b.

2) Reports:

a) Chief of Police: None

b) Union: Union President Micheal Salemme addressed the Board regarding discipline
and pending hearings. Salemme asked if the Board had addressed any of the issues
that he brought up in past meetings. Commissioner Roach stated that he was
particularly interested in the demotion of Sergeant Hoffman and that the demotion
was due to an incident happening prior to Hoffman’s promotion. Commissioner
Roach stated that he has spoken to Lieutenant Rozum regarding this discipline and
suggested scheduling a meeting in executive session to discuss that matter and
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others further. The entire Board agreed to schedule a virtual Special Board Meeting
on Monday, March 23, 2026, at 9:00 PM. Commissioner Martinez requested the
dates for the discipline hearings, which Salemme will provide. Salemme stated that
there are other issues besides discipline, mentioning officer safety issues, not
enough Lieutenants, and lack of rank structure. Salemme states that there are
Monell issues, grievances, etc. and itis “bad” in the department. Commissioner
Roach requested Salemme to give him a call to speak about what needs to be
covered at the Special Board meeting.

¢) Internal Affairs: none

d) Clerk’s Report: None

3) New Business:

a) LieutenantJonathan Duharte addressed the Board regarding updates to two
departmental policies: 3.09 Use of Canines and 6.12 Narcotics and Vice.
Lieutenant Duharte explains that there is no policy or procedure regarding auditing
Canine Training Kits, which fall under the Tactical Narcotics Team. LT. Duharte
explains that the training kits are for the narcotic trained dogs and are training aids
for the dogs which includes narcotics such as heroine, MDMA, crack cocaine,
cocaine, and ecstasy. Commissioner Martinez asked who the training aids fall
under. Lieutenant Duharte stated that it falls under Narcotic and Vice and to have
the training aids the Department is supposed to have two licenses: One through the
State Department of Consumer Protection, which is a controlled substance license,
and one through the DEA field office who issues the training aids. LT. Duharte stated
the DEA license expired in 2022 and the controlled substance license expired in
2023, meaning that the canine officers should not even have the aids. LT. Lyons
stated that Captain Cummings supports this policy change and hopes that with this
policy change, LT. Duharte will receive support from the department to obtain the
licenses, despite him trying multiple times. Commissioner Williams asked how the
wording was placed in the policy, which Lt. Lyons explained that the wording was
placed in the spot it fit best. Commissioner Roach stated that the change to the
policy provides more accountability than there was in the past.

On a motion by Commissioner Feguson and seconded by Commissioner Martinez,
the Board unanimously voted to approve item 3a.

4) Old Business:
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a) Ona motion by Commissioner Martinez, and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson,
the Board unanimously voted to approve item 4a

b) On a motion by Commissioner Lyons and seconded by Commissioner Farrow, the
Board unanimously voted to table item 4b

5) Correspondence: None

6) Letters of Appreciation: None

7) Widows Pension:
a) Ona motion by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Lyons, the
Board unanimously voted to approve item 7a.

8) City Engineer’s Recommendation:
a) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to Approve the Following:

i) -v) Onamotion by Commissioner Farrow and seconded by Commissioner
Williams the Board unanimously voted to combine and approve items 8ai-v

b) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to Not Approve the following: None

Commissioner Roach addressed the Board regarding meetings with the Tow operators and
an ordinance that was composed by City Attorney Jankowski combining and updating the
multiple city ordinances that are currently in place. One update is that if a tow company
refuses a tow, the company would be placed at the bottom of the tow lists, which the tow
companies do not agree with. Commissioner Roach mentioned that there will be another
tow meeting on March 19, 2026, at 1000 AM regarding the ordinance changes. He stated
that a tow committee created by Board members needs to be revitalized, to which
Commissioner Martinez and Ferguson both volunteered to be on.

Adjournment: On a motion by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner
Farrow, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn at 6:32 PM

SL/
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