City of Bridgeport
Planning & Zoning Commission
March 30, 2026 @ 6:15 P.M.
City Hall, 45 Lyon Terrace
Meeting Minutes

Present: Melville Riley, Cesar Cordero, Egbert Williams, Robert Morton, Ali Akbar, Robert Filotei,

Jacqueline Martoral
Staff. David Cottingham, Design Review Coordinator, Raymond Rigat, Attorney, Paul Boucher & Andrea

Raices-Lugo, Clerks

8-24 Referral
Seeking a favorable recommendation to the City Council to for the disposition of 115 Highland Avenue.

On Hold.

8-24 Referral
Seeking a favorable recommendation to the City Council for the disposition of 3 parcels known as 1131
—

Fairfield Ave., 226 Clinton Ave. and 1180 State St. f?r*\ o2
On Hold. pa N
25-33

2920, 2934, 2954 Madison Avenue
Seeking a zone change approval from the N4 to the NX3 for the three parcels.
Withdrawn.

26-01

3101 Main Street
Seeking a special permit and site plan review approval to allow for the installation of a 35 sq.ft. roof
sign in the RX1 zone.

Larry Bourque, ABC Sign Corporation presented. There was no opposition.

Motion to approve: Mortoral
Second: Cordero
All in favor

Reasons:

The request complies with the Master Plan of Conservation and Development.
The request meets the special permit criteria for approval.

There is no adverse impact to the neighborhood of the proposed signage.

26-02

288 Knowlton Street

Seeking a certificate of location approval for full liquor in the full-service restaurant with a consumer bar in
the MX1 zone.

Attorney Robert Bellitto presented. Owner/operator Ahmed Roomi submitted exhibit 1 which comprised a
menu and various state and city approvals to operate. 6 people spoke in favor of the request including 3
people who reside across the street at 76 Barnum Avenue.

Opposition included Judy Grey a resident at 36-38 Stillman St. She mentioned there are children’s parks,
3 churches and a community center in close proximity. She also was concerned about traffic and other
annoyances from the establishment. Sean, owner and operator of the event space of 305 Knowlton St.
which also has artist studios and video production. He is concerned about noise, traffic and illegal
activity. Dave Philip is operator of a museum at 305 Knowlton and has a video and podcast studio at
same location. He is concerned the excess noise from 288 Knowlton will adversely affect his businesses.
Ms Torres who is Pastor of a church on Harriet St. and a videographer at 305 Knowlton St. She spoke
about the neighborhood troubles, addiction and how this establishment will not make life better for the
neighborhood.

Rebuttal.




Motion to deny: Morton
Second: Martoral
All in favor

Reason:

The applicant failed to meet the review and approval criteria of sec. 11.120 required for granting the

certificate of location.

26-03

330 Water Street

Seeking a special permit and site plan review approval to host live entertainment consisting of music
outside in the P2 zone.

Justin Balotte, Port Jefferson Steamship Company, presented. There was no opposition.

Motion to approve: Cordero
Second: Williams
All in favor

Reasons:

The request meets the special permit criteria for approval.
There is no adverse impact to the neighborhood.
Provides entertainment for visitors and passengers.

26-04

2045 Fairfield Avenue

Seeking a zone change approval from MX1 to | zone to allow for parcel consolidation and the installation
of vacuum stations to the existing car wash facility located at 146 Andover Street.

Christopher Francis, engineer, Arthur Howland Associates, presented. There was no opposition.

Motion to approve: Akbar
Second: Williams
6 in favor, Filotei opposed

Other business:
Public hearing to amend the code to allow by special permit indoor self-service storage facilities in the | &
IX zones, not in the CX zone schedule for May 2026.

Motion to approve: Filotei

Second: Cordero

5 in favor, Riley & Morton opposed.
The commission agreed to establish two sub-committees.

1. Planning

Riley, Akbar, Mortoral & Morton

2. Zoning Code

Filotei, Cordero, Williams & Dorgan

Minutes Motion to approve: Cordero

November 25, 2025 Second: Akbar
Approved

Adjournment Motion to adjourn: Cordero
Second: Morton

Adjournment: 8:30 P.M. All in favor




