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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 15, 2026 

 

ATTENDANCE: Maria Valle, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz Sr., Michelle Lyons, Ernest Newton 

  

OTHERS: Council Member E. Martinez; Atty. Lisa Trachtenberg, Sikorsky Airport 

Interim General Manager; Andrea Raices, OPED;  Nadine Douglas, Social 

Services; Joseph Katz, Central Grants; Jonathan Delgado, Deputy 

Director, OPED; Marie Heller, Dept. on Aging; Candace Peterkin;  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair Valle  called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. A quorum was present.  

 

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES: 

 

• February 18, 2026 (Regular Meeting) 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 

FEBRUARY 18, 2026 REGULAR MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 18, 2026 

REGULAR MEETING AS SUBMITTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

12-25 Proposed Resolution regarding a FAA Grant for Obstruction Analysis and Plan. (For 

the purpose of withdrawal only). 

 

Atty. Trachtenberg came forward and greeted the Committee. She said that she had attempted to 

write the grant for Agenda Items 12-25, 13-25 and 14-25. However, Ms. DeJesus, the Grants 

Department Director, will be writing the grant applications. She submitted a copy of the 

withdrawal letter for the record. A copy had already been submitted to the City Clerk’s Office.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 12-25 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR OBSTRUCTION 

ANALYSIS AND PLAN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 12-25 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR OBSTRUCTION ANALYSIS AND PLAN PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

13-25 Proposed Resolution regarding a FAA Grant for the Rehabilitation of Taxiways 

Alpha and Delta (For the purpose of withdrawal only). 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 13-25 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR THE 

REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAYS ALPHA AND DELTA. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 13-25 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR THE REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAYS ALPHA 

AND DELTA PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

14-25 Proposed Resolution regarding a FAA Grant for an Engineering Study for the 

Control Tower (For the purpose of withdrawal only). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 14-25 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR AN ENGINEERING 

STUDY FOR THE CONTROL TOWER. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM 14-25 PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

REGARDING A FAA GRANT FOR AN ENGINEERING STUDY FOR THE CONTROL 

TOWER PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

41-25 Grant Submission: re AARP Community Challenge - Flagship Grant Program - 

Placemaking (#27341). 

 

Ms. Candace Peterkin came forward to present the item. She gave a brief overview of the 

Challenge program. The program will involve the installation of benches along Washington 

Avenue and Main Street. There are no matching funds requirement. She listed the amounts in the 

budget line items.  

 

Council Member Newton said that it was a good idea and was pleased that the City was pursuing 

grants. Council Members Cruz and Lyons agreed.  

 

Council Member Lyons said that she was working with State Representative M. Brown about 

getting a bus shelter by the Jewish Center for the nurses waiting for the buses.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 41-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE - FLAGSHIP GRANT 

PROGRAM - PLACEMAKING (#27341). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CURZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

42-25 Grant Submission: re U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Better Utilizing 

Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant Program – Route 8/25 Connector 

Cap Planning Study (#26908). 

 

Ms. Peterkin presented the item to the Committee. This request is for $1 million dollars to study 

the feasibility of decking portions of Route 8 near the downtown and the Hollow neighborhood. 
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There is no match for this grant and all the funds would go towards the feasibility. She thanked 

both Council Members Cruz and Taylor-Moye for assisting with this request.  

 

Council Member Lyons had some questions about the details, which Ms. Peterkin reviewed with 

her.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 42-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT) BETTER 

UTILIZING INVESTMENTS TO LEVERAGE DEVELOPMENT (BUILD) GRANT 

PROGRAM – ROUTE 8/25 CONNECTOR CAP PLANNING STUDY (#26908). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

43-25 Grant Submission: re AARP Community Challenge – Demonstration Grant 

Program – Pedestrian Safety Enhancements (#27909). 

 

Ms. Peterkin distributed some copies to those present. She said that OPED was requesting 

$25,000 for this community project to enhance visibility on Main Street intersections as part of a 

safety project. This will include refreshing crossing markings where appropriate. She listed the 

various line items and the amounts associated with them. She thanked Council President Herron 

and the Council Members for their support.  

 

Council Member Lyons asked how the streets were selected and mentioned that there was a 

section in her District where there is no sidewalks and the students have to walk along the road’s 

edge. She asked if she could submit an area near Woodside, where there is a daycare and a 

school. Council Member Newton suggested that Council Member Lyons contact OPED about 

this safety issue.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 43-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE – DEMONSTRATION GRANT 

PROGRAM – PEDESTRIAN SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS (#27909). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

47-25 Grant Submission: re Southwestern Connecticut Agency on Aging (SWCAA) – Title 

III Funding Older Americans Act Grant Program - Elderly Hispanic Outreach Program 

(#27270). 

 

Ms. Peterkin then gave a brief overview of the request from the Department of Aging for 

$30,000 to continue providing bilingual services for seniors. She reviewed the budget line item 

break outs. There is a matching funding requirement.  

 

Council Member Lyons asked if there was a position involved in this program. Ms. Peterkin said 

that there was. The discussion followed about the funding period for the staff member. There is 
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already a person who was working 10 hours a week as a senior Hispanic coordinator. Ms. Heller 

said that this was an important position since there is a senior Hispanic population that does not 

speak English. 10 hours is not enough for her to do her job. Ms. Douglas said that the staff 

member was doing a great job.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 47-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT AGENCY ON AGING 

(SWCAA) – TITLE III FUNDING OLDER AMERICANS ACT GRANT PROGRAM - 

ELDERLY HISPANIC OUTREACH PROGRAM (#27270). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CURZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

Council Member Martinez joined the meeting at 6:21 p.m. 

 

48-25 Grant Submission: re Southwestern Connecticut Agency on Aging (SWCAA) – Title 

III Funding Older Americans Act Grant Program - Bridgeport Senior Center Recreation 

Activities (#27533)  

 

Ms. Peterkin reviewed the item and said that the funding would focus on health exercises such as 

Tai Chi and mental health and well-being. There is a City match required. This grant will 

encourage seniors to move.  

 

Council member Lyons said that she was in agreement and felt that the seniors were often 

neglected.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 48-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT AGENCY ON AGING 

(SWCAA) – TITLE III FUNDING OLDER AMERICANS ACT GRANT PROGRAM - 

BRIDGEPORT SENIOR CENTER RECREATION ACTIVITIES (#27533). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CURZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Soltes Secretarial Services 


