Board of Police Commissioners
Meeting Minutes April 21, 2026

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF
THE HONORABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

Wednesday, April 215, 2026

Members of the public and media, please type in the following link into your web
browser to access our YouTube channel where you may view the Bridgeport Board of
Police Commissioners meeting:

https://www.youtube.com/@bridgeportpolice9071/streams

This meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM

1) Roll Call of Commissioners - Roll call of commissioners: Martinez, Ferguson, Diaz,
Roach, Farrow, Lyons

Also in Attendance: Lieutenant Stacey Lyons, Councilwoman Maria Pereira,
Councilwoman Enida Martinez, Councilman Galen Murray

a) Pledge of Allegiance — none (no flag on Zoom)

b) -c. On amotion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner
Martinea, the Board unanimously voted to combine and approve items 1b-c

2) Reports:
a) Chief of Police: None

b) Union: None
c) Internal Affairs: None
d) Clerk’s Report: None

3) New Business:
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a)

b)

Lieutenant Stacey Lyons addressed the Board regarding review and approval
for updates to Department Policy G.O. 1.02 Limits of Authority. LT. Lyons
stated there was an issue with the inventory search section of the policy,
which is the area that allows an officer to search a vehicle or item thatis in
police possession. LT. Lyons stated that the policy was not specific enough
and that it was causing issues at both the state and federal level. Another
issue was the lack of documentation of the items found/located during an
inventory search. LT. Lyons stated that the new policy will have a definition of
“valuables” and breaks down specific places that an officer can search
during an inventory. In addition, the policy will state that the items found
“shall” be documented on an inventory sheet, which was also created and
presented for approval. Commissioner Diaz asked if this policy will be in
compliance with the state, to which LT. Lyons stated yes, it was both
approved by State Attorney McGuinnes and State Attorney Cordino. On a
motion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson,
the Board unanimously voted to accept item 3a.

Councilwoman Maria Pereira addressed the Board regarding updates to City
Ordinance 10.12 Stopping, Standing, and Parking Generally. Councilwoman
Pereira stated that the new ordinance would eliminate the list of hundreds of
streets that had all night “no parking” restrictions because it was antiquated
and not enforced. The section that states the mayor may suspend this rule
will also be removed as it will no longer be needed. The definition of a vessel
was added to the ordinance. A correction was made to anillegal rate, an
increase to ticket amounts and mandated towing of utility trailers after 9:00
PM was added. The new ordinance will mandate a ticket and tow of any
parked tractor trailer, vessel, and utility trailer. Councilwoman Pereira stated
that the idea that towing the tractor trailers take up too much room is not
correct because trailers are people’s livelihood and are redeemed quickly.
Commissioner Roach asked if the items that have not passed the City
Council yet will have a problem being passed, which Councilwoman Pereira
stated no she does not foresee that. She confirms that once it is approved by
the Board, that the Council does not have the ability to amend the approved
changes. On a motion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by
Commissioner Martinez the Board voted unanimously to suspend the rules
and add item 3b to the agenda as an action item. On a motion by
Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Lyons the Board
unanimously voted to approve item 3b. Councilwoman Pereira stated that
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d)

they will request that the ordinance will take effect as of June 1%t and
requested that LT. Lyons informs the police department.

Councilwoman Maria Pereira addressed the Board regarding towing issues

on Granfield Ave and the surrounding area. She stated that there are many

tow dollies and damaged vehicles on the streets causing safety issues and

quality of life issues. Councilwoman Pereira stated she is frustrated around
this issue and a lack of action by the police force.

Councilwoman Enida Martinez addressed the Board regarding towing issues.
She started by commenting on item 3b and confirmed that the Ordinance
Committee must vote on the exact amended ordinance that the Board
approved and then present it to the Council. Councilwoman Martinez asked
when the tow committee was going to meet and when there will be a review
of the ordinance changes. She stated that there are many towers that are not
licensed, do not have a lot, and should not be towing in the city, which she
wishes to address at a separate time. Councilwoman Martinez also stated
that the towers are asking about a location to park abandoned vehicle
location which has been previously mentioned by Commissioner Roach.
Councilwoman Martinez stated that council members are asking when the
Police Commission will go back to in person meetings as some of them
would prefer that over zoom. She addressed towing protocols and stated
they should be followed, and no one should be added on to a tow list without
proper documentation/paperwork. She is also requesting to be advised
when the tow committee will meet so that she can attend. Commissioner
Roach stated that Commissioner Williams is the chair of the tow committee
with the other two members being Commissioners Martinez and Ferguson.

Councilman Galen Murray addressed the Board regarding stripe and sign
issues on the west end. He stated that State St. Extension at the intersection
with Dewey has a sign that indicates traffic flow but there are no markings on
the street. He is requesting that the street is painted and that yellow striping
is placed across the street to indicate itis a shoulder. Councilman Murray is
also requesting a stop sign at the intersection of Lenox and Dewey and
stripping that indicate stopping. He addressed tractor trailer parking on State
St. and is hoping the new ordinance will help this issue. Councilman Murray
is also requesting a “School Loading Zone” for Park City Prep on Mountain
Grove to assist the crossing guards. He then addressed issues in Black Rock
such as the need for “no parking here to corner” signs to be installed along
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Nash, Brewster, and Rowsley St. In addition, he feels a traffic mirror or traffic
signs on Rowsley St at Fairfield Ave is necessary due to the tight corners.

f) Councilwoman Maria Valle was unable to attend this meeting.

4) Old Business:
a) The Board continues item 4a.

5) Correspondence: None

6) Letters of Appreciation:
a) Noted

b) Noted

7) Widow’s Pension: None

8) City Engineer’s Recommendation:

a) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to Approve the Following:

i. -vii) On a motion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by
Commissioner Lyons, the Board unanimously voted to combine and
approve items 8ai-vii.

b) Request of the City Engineer’s Office to Not Approve the Following:

i. Onamotion by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by
Commissioner Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to
conditionally approve item 8bi pending a letter from the landlord of
143 Ash St.

On a motion by Commissioner Diaz and seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, the Board unanimously voted to approve item 8bii.

Commissioner Diaz addressed the Board thanking everyone for reaching out to him
regarding the loss of his mother.

Adjournment: On a motion by Commissioner Lyons and seconded by Commissioner
Farrow, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn at 6:56 PM
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