CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
MAY 21, 2026

ATTENDANCE: Maria Valle, Co-chair; Michelle Lyons, Ernest Newton, Aidee Nieves
Nicole Nelson (6:05 p.m.)

OTHERS: Council Member M. McBride-Lee; Joseph Katz, Central Grants; Ashley
Aguilera, Director, Legislative Services

CALL TO ORDER

Co-chair Valle called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.

71-25 Proposed Resolution Approving Programs for the State of Connecticut
Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit Program.

Mr. Katz greeted the Committee and gave a brief overview of the tax credit program. He said
that OPED had handled this program for the City for a long time. Mr. Perez who had taken the
lead on the program had delegated the responsibility to him. He explained the tax credit
application program. The most common program is the energy conservation programs, such as
replacing windows and also workforce development programs, along with programs for youths
and seniors. He said that the list the Council Members had included the names of the programs,
and the amounts applied for. He said that the main packet is 100 pages long and contains the
actual applications. Over the years, the program has had a good level of success, the largest
being credits for $50,000 last year.

He also gave a brief overview of how the program is administered. When the list comes out, Me.
Perez sends the applications to the local non-profits.

Council Member Valle asked about an amount for the Hall Neighborhood House. She wished to
know what they had applied for. Mr. Katz said that he had 1 copy of the full report with him and
would check to see what the application said.

Council Member Valle said that she does not like to read the packets on line and wished to know
who decides whether the information packets that are sent out are actually printed out. One of the
staff members explained that the City Clerk receives the copies and prints them out for the
Council Members. They are in the yellow envelope. Council Member Valle said that she wanted
hard copies because she does not have a computer at home.

Council Member Nelson joined the meeting at 6:05 p.m.

Mr. Katz then read the Hall House application that was in the main packet. He said that they has
requested funds to help with a matching requirement for Federal funding.
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Council Member Newton said that UB was also on the list. He also spoke about how the Ella
Jackson Senior Center had been closed and the senior programs were moved to Hall
Neighborhood House.

Council Member Newton asked for clarification on how the tax credit program worked. Mr. Katz
said that when the list comes out, corporations have the opportunity to purchase the tax credits
off the list. Then the money is passed along to the recipient.

Council Member Newton asked if there were reoccurring non-profits on the list. Mr. Katz
explained that they have a group that apply every year. There were 25 applications, which was an
increase from last year’s 21 organizations.

Council Member Lyons said that the organizations that request funding are not guaranteed. She
was pleased that the list of applicants was increasing. She wished to know how much funding
was in the program. Mr. Katz said that the amount changes every year because it depends on
how many tax credits the corporations want to purchase.

Council Member Valle said that she would like to know what last year’s funds were. Mr. Katz
said that last year’s information was not included in the full packet. He had that information on a
separate list. Ms. Aguilera made copies for everyone.

Council Member Valle said she had not gotten the packet until today. She wished to know where
one of the new applicants was located. Mr. Katz said that he was unfamiliar with them. He noted
that this program was open to all municipalities in the State, but not all municipalities participate.
In the past, other municipalities have applied through Bridgeport. He said that the Greater
Bridgeport Symphony may be based in a neighboring town. She had several questions about the
locations of the organizations.

Council Member Newton asked if the funding was used for projects and not salaries. Mr. Katz
said that to the best of his knowledge, using the funding for salaries was not allowed. Council
Member Lyons agreed.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADD A DOCUMENT TO THE
RECORD AS EXHIBIT 05-21-2026A.
** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.

Council Member Newton asked about the figures on page 1, which Mr. Katz reviewed with him.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Katz noted that on page 1, it stated that the Bridgeport City Council reviewed the list at the
May 20, 2026 meeting.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO AMEND THE RESOLUTION BY
CHANGING THE DATE FROM 05/20/26 TO 05/21/2026 WHERE THE DOCUMENT
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STATES, “WHEREAS THE COUNCIL COMMITTEE REVIEWED THE LIST AT THE
MAY 20,2026 MEETING”.

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.

** THE MOTION TO AMEND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

** COUNCIL MEMBER NIEVES MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 71-25
PROPOSED RESOLUTION APPROVING PROGRAMS FOR THE STATE OF
CONNECTICUT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT TAX CREDIT PROGRAM AS
AMENDED.

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

ADJOURNMENT

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN.
** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

S. L. Soltes
Soltes Secretarial Services
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