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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 17, 2026 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mary McBride-Lee, Co-chair; Maria Valle, Co-chair; Jorge Cruz Sr., 

Aidee Nieves, Ernest Newton, Nicole Nelson (6:07 p.m.) 

 

OTHERS: Council Member(s): E. Martinez & M. Pereira; James Maye, Associate 

City Attorney; Atty. Lisa Trachtenburg, Interim Airport Manager; C. 

Peterkin, Central Grants; M. Perez, Special Projects Manager; Christine 

Resto, Assistant Town Clerk; Mark Harp, Youth Program Manager; Mary 

Bruce, Jonathan Zebrowski, Public Facilities Project Manager; Regina 

Vermont, Youth Services Director; Ashley Aguilera, Director, Legislative 

Services 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Co-chair McBride-Lee called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.  

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:   

• April 15, 2026 (Regular Meeting). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 15, 2026 

REGULAR MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH  FOUR (4) IN FAVOR (CRUZ, NELSON, NEWTON 

AND VALLE) AND ONE (1) ABSTENTION (NIEVES). 

 

• May 21, 2026 (Special Meeting). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 21, 2026 

SPECIAL MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

67-25 Grant Submission: re U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) – Taxiway A & Taxiway D Rehabilitation (#27260). 

 

Ms. Peterkin and Atty. Trachtenburg came forward to present the item to the Committee. Ms. 

Peterkin distributed a document to those present. Discussion followed about whether the 

resolution was amended.  
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Council Member Newton asked for clarification on whether this application was still on the table 

from the previous presentation.  

 

Council Member Nieves asked if the language had been changed from the previous resolution. 

Ms. Peterkin said the formatting and the appropriate jargon had been used.  

 

Council Member Nieves asked if this was updated on the website because the format was 

different. Atty. Maye said that Council Member Pereira had indicated the updated format was on 

the website.  

 

Atty. Trachtenburg said that the previous form had been presented to the City Clerk as 

withdrawn and had been removed from the record. She said that this was the form and format 

that Central Grants uses.  

 

Council Member Nelson joined the meeting at 6:07 p.m. 

 

Council Member Martinez said that this was a new item and they don’t have to amend it or add it 

to the record.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that this was on the May 4th agenda and referred to the Committee 

that day. There was one ECD&E special meeting about the tax credits. She said that there was a 

major error in it, but it was the same document on the website.  

 

Ms. Peterkin then gave a brief overview of the grant to renovate taxiways A & D along with 

some additional work. She reviewed the costs listed on the form with the Committee. There will 

be architectural and engineering services needed and some additional fee costs from the FAA. 

Atty. Trachtenburg said that it would be 95% funded by the FAA. 

 

Council Member Newton reminded everyone that if someone is hurt because they don’t make 

these repairs, the City is on the hook.  

 

Council Member Pereira noted that Thomas Norko was listed on the website. Atty. Trachtenberg 

said that he was still Superintendent of Operations. She said that she was the interim general 

manager for the Airport. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that the name of the airport had been changed from Igor Sikorsky 

Memorial Airport to Bridgeport Sikorsky Memorial Airport. Online it is listed differently. 

Council Member Pereira said that the Airport Commission had been terminated and taken out of 

the Charter. Atty. Trachtenburg said that the Commission still existed and they meet on a fairly 

basis. Council Member Pereira said that the name of the airport was incorrect and they could not 

submit the airport application with incorrect information Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Martinez began to speak but was interrupted by Council Member Pereira who 

said that a change could be made at the full Council meeting if necessary.  
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Atty. Trachtenburg said that what the FAA pays attention to is the call letters – BDR. There is no 

question regarding who would be receiving the funding.  

 

Council Member Martinez asked if the grant funding had been awarded. Atty. Trachtenburg said 

that she had received an offer on this grant within the past few days and was waiting on some 

others. She noted that the paperwork listed Bridgeport Sikorsky Airport.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that there were matching City funds and she had a concern about 

who would be managing the funding and monitoring the project as it goes along. She stated for 

the record that she was very well aware that there were some issues at the airport with 

mismanagement, funding, violations and possibly an FBI investigation. As a voting member, she 

has the right to ask questions and will be voting on the floor. She would like those questions 

answered.  

 

Atty. Trachtenburg said that she had reviewed the funding with Mr. Paul Cantino about the 

matching funds to confirm that there were funds available to be used.  

 

A new contract has been started within the last year with the engineering consultant to design 

and provide project management. Council Member Martinez asked for the consultant’s name. 

Atty. Trachtenburg said it was CHA, which she believed was Cloud Harbor and Associates.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she would like to know what the issues were where the 

FBI might be involved. She asked Council Member Martinez to send her that information. 

Council Member Newton said that there was an FBI investigation going on.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that he was also concerned and there had been shenanigans at the 

airport before. Since it is a City property, he has to exercise some responsibility. But the tarmac 

has to be fixed, so he will have to vote in favor of this grant.  

 

Council Member Martinez said that as an elected official, she does not speak on fluff. She could 

go into more detail but this is not the place for that and it is not on the agenda. These are her 

concerns and Atty. Trachtenburg answered her questions regarding who would be managing it. 

She will forward everyone the information she has so they will have the information. The 

Council Members are voted into office to make sure the funding is used for the right purposes 

and the grant funding is utilized for the right purpose. She said that the Council Members were 

not naïve and were aware that the City of Bridgeport has a history of not using funding allocated 

for the projects that they were designated for.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 67-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL 

AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) – TAXIWAY A & TAXIWAY D 

REHABILITATION (#27260). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 



 

City of Bridgeport 

ECD & Environment Committee 

Regular Meeting 

June 17, 2026                                                                                        Page 4 

 

68-25 Grant Submission: re U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) – Obstruction Removal – Tree Clearing (#27334). 

 

Copies of documentation were distributed. Ms. Peterkin presented the application to the 

Committee. She said that there were some trees that had been identified as needing to be cleared. 

She reviewed the cost as listed on the documentation, noted that most of the funding would be 

coming from the FAA, a smaller portion from the CAA and the City would be required to 

provide matching funds. She said that the map showed the location of the trees that were 

identified for removal.  

 

Council Member Newton asked if City staff could come in and trim the trees. The City has a 

Tree Warden and he should do that. Atty. Trachtenburg explained that there is a distinct process 

regarding the approaches and sight lines. She said she was not sure if Public Facilities could 

handle it.  

 

Council Member Martinez asked if there was a study done. Atty. Trachtenburg said the funding 

was for a study to identify the trees that needed to be removed in the congested areas and then 

bid out of services for the tree removal. She added that the removal of these obstructions was a 

condition for the airport license to be renewed. Discussion followed about the details of the line 

items. 

 

Council Member Pereira reiterated her comments about the name of the airport and said that she 

had checked the records about the name change. The name listed on the website is incorrect.  

 

She asked if Stratford would be notified about this work. Atty. Trachtenburg said that Stratford 

would be notified.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she felt that the Tree Warden should be doing the job 

since that is what he is paid for. She said that she would be going out to the airport to see the 

trees. Atty. Trachtenburg said that she would have to schedule that visit so they could shut down 

the airport so she could walk around. She said that on OPED’s page, there is a GIS map that is 

helpful. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 68-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL 

AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) – OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL – TREE 

CLEARING (#27334). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 
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69-25 Grant Submission: re National Audubon Society Audubon Wildlife Guards (#27617). 

 

Ms. Peterkin presented the grant information and said that Ms. Bruce would also be providing 

information. This is a grant for student summer employment at Ash Creek and Pleasure Beach to 

help protect local wildlife. They would be able to employ eight students and there is no City 

matching fund requirement.  

 

Council Member Newton asked about the status of Pleasure Beach. He said that he hoped that 

the students were safe if they were at Pleasure Beach.  

 

Council Member Nelson asked what the start and ending dates were for the program. She was 

told that it was June 30th and ended August 21st. The students will be there Tuesdays through 

Saturdays for four hours each day.  

 

Council Member Pereira asked if it would be open to only Bridgeport students. She was told that 

this was so, but also told that Stratford also had an Audubon program running that is separate 

from Bridgeport.  

 

Council Member Pereira asked why the administrative costs were $1,500. She said that there 

were staff members that were already paid to work and would rather hire another student. Mr. 

Harp said that he does all the legwork for the program and the funding goes right back into the 

program.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that she was pleased that there were more student positions 

available.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that he wished that the grants were larger and they would be able to 

hire more students. He asked when they would be able to go to Pleasure Beach. Mr. Harp said 

that it would be posted in the next few weeks.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 69-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY AUDUBON WILDLIFE 

GUARDS (#27617). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

73-25 Grant Submission: re Connecticut State Library FY 2027 Targeted Grant for 

Historic Documents Preservation Program. (27213). 

 

Ms. Peterkin presented the application to the Committee along with Ms. Resto, the Assistant 

Town Clerk. Ms. Peterkin said that the documents that would be included would be from 1999 to 

2013 for preservation.  
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Ms. Resto said that the funds were available but the City has to apply each year. The funds are 

used for preserving the records or providing cabinets for those records.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee has several questions about the property records. Ms. Resto said 

that they would have records if there was a foreclosure or a lien, but not of where the money 

went. She gave a brief overview of the information available on the deeds. They have records 

from 1948 to the current year on the computer. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Martinez stated that she was on ECD&E from 2013 to 2025. Council Member 

Newton had her removed so that he could take her seat.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 73-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY FY 2027 TARGETED GRANT 

FOR HISTORIC DOCUMENTS PRESERVATION PROGRAM. (27213). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

74-25 Grant Submission: re US Department of Energy – Microgrid Configuration (FY26 

CDS – Murphy/Blumenthal (#26229).  

 

Ms. Peterkin presented the application and reviewed the details about the funding received, 

which requires a City match of $200,000 that would come from Capital Funds. She reviewed the 

costs involved.  

 

Council Member Newton asked for clarification on the figures, which Ms. Peterkin reviewed 

with him. He said that the item should be amended so that they would know what the City had 

already received. Ms. Peterkin said that they had not been awarded anything yet. Discussion 

followed about the anticipated cost. 

 

Council Member Martinez said that this was a high amount for a City match to run the line to the 

Police Station, which might not stay at their current location. She asked when this was on the 

Capital Plan. Council Member Newton said that he could check on that for her.  

 

She said that they might want to shop around for a microgrid since they had a failure on the 15th 

and no fall back when some technical issues happened. She said that she would like to see where 

it is in the Capital Plan and when the Police Department thought they might move.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that this was referred to the Committee in May and the microgrid 

was down for 45 Lyon Terrace on Monday when there was no severe weather. Her concern was 

about the fact they wanted power reliability for the Police Department through the integrating 

into the existing microgrid.  
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Mr. Zebrowski explained that the microgrid handles three locations, City Hall, the Fusion Center 

and the Police Department. The Police department had a redundancy through another generator. 

If the microgrid fails, the automatic transfer switch at the Police Station does not turn on and the 

back-up generator needs to be turned on manually. He went on to explain how the process would 

work and gave the details.  

 

Council Member Pereira questioned this type of expenditure if they were going to move the 

Police Department. Council Member Nieves said that the consultant was still working on the 

feasibility study and the Police Department would not be started for another 2 ½ years. They 

were hoping to get all the money from the Blumenthal grant. This was not on the plan because 

the administration was hoping to get the funding. So the Capital Plan would have to be amended.  

 

Council Member Newton said that they have to make sure that the Police Department has the 

power they need for safety reasons. They will deal with the new Police station when they 

actually get that far.  

 

Council Member Pereira pointed out that the document said this project was to provide power 

reliability at City Hall, not the Police Department. She asked Council Member Newton to 

research the Capital Plan about this. All the funding is supposed to be coming from the Capital 

Fund.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that the point was the safety of the City, not just the Police 

Department or City Hall.  

 

Council Member Nieves pointed out that the second “whereas” had the language saying the 

funds would be used to complete the integration of the Police Department into the City’s 

microgrid system. This is also indicated in the project summary.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that this was about public safety. He would hate to see the lights go 

out if there were prisoners. He will be supporting this. He said that the Capital Plan funding was 

not going to stop his support because the Police Department needs power.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 74-25 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE US DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY – MICROGRID 

CONFIGURATION (FY26 CDS – MURPHY/BLUMENTHAL (#26229 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 

 

76-25 Proposed Resolution Granting a permanent Easement to the United Illuminating 

Company for the Installation and Maintenance of an Underground Electrical Vault and 

Related Infrastructure located beneath Baldwin Plaza (aka 1130 Broad Street).  
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Ms. Peterkin and Mr. Perez came forward to present the item. He explained that the vault would 

be installed underneath the sidewalk that would allow for additional power for nearby 

businesses. There were two appraisals done and he gave the amount that they would receive from 

UI. Everything is underground and restored to the previous condition. There will be two metal 

grids will be installed. Atty. Maye has reviewed the documents.  

 

Council Member Newton said that they were entering into an agreement with UI. Atty. Maye 

said that the easement would allow them access to install the vault and to maintain it. They 

would be responsible for maintaining it. Council Member Newton e said that Contracts and 

Economic Development should be reviewing this. In the past, they had joint committees when 

items like this came up.  

 

Council Member Cruz asked for clarification on the details, which Mr. Perez reviewed with him. 

All the City is doing is allowing UI access to the ground underneath the sidewalk. UI will be 

responsible for the construction and maintenance.  

 

Council Member Nieves asked for confirmation that everything would be located underground 

and no parking spaces would be lost. Mr. Perez confirmed that this was so.  

 

Council Member Nieves said that this was a one time, final contract and would not be renewed. 

It would never come back to the Council, so it would not need to go to Contracts for approval. 

The easement will run with the land records. Discussion followed.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she did not know Baldwin Park was owned by the City. She 

said that the Parks Commission met about this on December 9th but the Committee was just 

getting it in June. Atty. Maye said that when the Parks Commission reviewed it, they wanted to 

hear back about the final terms. She asked when they voted to approve the amount. Mr. Perez 

said that it was approved at the last Parks Commission meeting.  

 

She said that they were going to get 650 feet in the park for $12,000 and wanted to know how 

they would get that much in the middle of the park. Mr. Perez said that it was located on the right 

of way and would be under the sidewalk, not in the park itself.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that they could have done better than $12,000. Mr. Perez said that 

if it was possible to get more than $12,000, he would have gotten it. He runs the auctions and 

often gets triple of what the appraisal is. Everyone is entitled to their opinion.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 76-25 PROPOSED 

RESOLUTION GRANTING A PERMANENT EASEMENT TO THE UNITED 

ILLUMINATING COMPANY FOR THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

AN UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL VAULT AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE 

LOCATED BENEATH BALDWIN PLAZA (AKA 1130 BROAD STREET). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Please place this item on the Consent Calendar. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

S. L. Soltes 

Soltes Secretarial Services 

 


