
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF TOW COMMITTEE 

THE HONARABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, June 08, 2026  

 

 

This meeting was called to order at 6:04 PM 

 

1. Roll Call of Commissioners: Williams, Ferguson, Martinez 
 
Also in Attendance: Lieutenant Stacey Lyons, City Attorney Mark Anastasi, Councilwoman 
Enida Martinez, Vivian Prete, Mike Nunes, Joe Boccanfuso, Dustin Halapin, Jim Aurilio, Lou 
Mason, Alex Rivera, John Ortiz, Fernando Moreira, Maria Esteves, Dwayne Smith, Matthew 
Williams 

 
2. Tow Ordinance Discussion: Commissioner Williams opened the floor for questions and 

concerns regarding towing.   
- Lou Mason stated a new ordinance is not necessary.  He stated he does not mind the 

tow lists; however, he does not want anyone to be punished for not answering their 
phones.  Mason stated that some towers do not have room for abandons or snow tows 
and many times the cars are not being paid for.  There was an understanding that 
companies who have room would participate in those tows, but he does not believe 
anyone should be penalized for not completing them.  Mason also stated that he and 
the other companies have an issue with raising the fee for being on the Tow lists.  He 
mentions that when there is an issue there is no one to talk to at the police department 
for example: overnight calls for scooters and abandoned vehicles (which are supposed 
to be done during the day), scooters not being claimed, etc.  Mason stated that the tow 
companies were told in March about a location to store long term vehicles, however 
they have received no information on this.   

- John Ortiz stated that the ordinance states that there should be someone in the Police 
Department to contact for any issues.  Ortiz also expressed issues with abandoned cars 
stating they are not being tagged prior to towing or that the calls are coming in overnight.  
He stated that police officers are allowing other tow companies not on the list to tow 
vehicles from accident scenes.  Ortiz also points out that the city tow list approval 
should only be April to April, not in the middle of the year.  He explains that the city 
ordinance states that a company should have two flat beds and one wrecker, but that 
Commissioner Roach is allowing one wrecker and one flat bed.   



- Councilwoman Enida Martinez stated that the City Council is not in favor in increasing 
the fines and she agrees with Ortiz that bypassing the city ordinance is not acceptable 
and any bypass is a violation of the city ordinance.  Martinez agrees that the tow 
companies should have a dedicated person at the police department to speak to.  She 
mentions that the City Council is looking to approve changes to the ordinance for 
standing and parking such as removing the hours and streets and the parking and 
abandonment of boats, trailers etc.  Councilwoman Martinez states that the changes 
will end the concerns of the tow companies regarding the time frame of towing 
abandoned.  The question of how to get rid of the boats was raised and she mentioned 
that issue is being worked on.   

- Dustin Halapin mentions section 10.20.170 of the proposed ordinance.  This ordinance 
states that cars on hold will be charged $5.00 per day but the required paperwork for 
this is never completed.  He also mentions that the ordinance says if it is towed to the 
police garage and then back to their lot the tow company will only charge for one tow.  
Halapin argues to change this because the tow company charges the vehicle owner not 
the city.  Commissioner Williams clarifies that he is speaking about vehicles that are 
involved in an accident or an investigation.  Halapin then mentions section 10.20.140, 
which states that tow companies have 30 mins to respond to a scene or they are passed 
over.  He states that when it comes to street sweeping tows the officers were calling the 
companies faster than they could drop the vehicles off.  Commissioner Williams stated 
that her experience is that dispatch should note that a tow company is on a call and that 
she would investigate it.  

- John Ortiz added that the state statute says that companies should be paid for their 
tows.  He mentions that the city owes him money for police tows and that a contract in 
the police department is needed to solve these problems.  

- Councilwoman Martinez asks Attorney Anastasia about where the $5.00 fee came from 
and questions why it cannot be changed to the regular hold fee. 

- Attorney Anastasia states that he does not know where it came from but believes it is 
because the city is footing the bill and that it was intended to be limited to 20 days.  
Anastasia stated he will investigate what the charge is after the 20 days.  He believes the 
30 min response time is adequate as the department has an interest in having officers 
back out on patrol and not waiting on scene for tow companies.  He appreciates the tow 
company opinions but recognizes it is difficult to please everyone.  Attorney Anastasia 
stated that this is stage one of adopting a new ordinance and there is enough time to 
answer the concerns expressed by the tow companies before the ordinance would be in 
front of the city council ordinance committee for approval during a public hearing.  
Attorney Anastasia stated that during tow emergencies vehicles should be towed to 
school lots, however Ortiz mentioned that the lots were not secured and if the owners 
did not pick them up the tow company was called back to tow them a second time.   

- John Ortiz added that it is not feasible and wastes time while towing due to snow or 
street cleaning for tow companies to be sent all over the city to remove vehicles.  When 
he has attempted to move vehicles quickly, he was stopped by dispatch who state that 
it must go through them prior to towing.  Ortiz also states that there needs to be a set fee 
for snow and street sweeping tows because there are some companies who overcharge 



for these tows.  Ortiz explained that the reason officers should call a city tow company 
instead of AAA is because it is in the ordinance and that city tow companies have a 
million-dollar indemnification clause for it.  

- Councilwoman Martinez agrees that it is a good idea to line tow trucks up and tow 
vehicles in snow or city sweeping incidents.  She states that the officer can enter the 
information later.  Attorney Anastasia agrees with this suggestion.   

- Lou Mason states that an overflow lot would not work because it is unsecured and 
unsupervised and the towing company cannot be responsible for it.  He states that 
companies want a place for storage of long-term vehicles on hold.  Mason stated that 
he would junk the car at the end of the hold, but the companies want their lots to be 
cleared.  Ortiz stated that the lot at the animal shelter is not secured and he has already 
run into issues with a vehicle owner over his vehicle after it was stored there.  He 
mentions that companies need a place to store boats until the city can destroy them.  

- Attorney Anastasia stated he does not understand how the tow companies have the 
capacity to store so many cars from snow and street sweeping but not to hold long term 
vehicles.  He states that holding vehicles is not a capacity issue, but a funding issue and 
the vehicle value goes down.   

- Jim Aurilio mentions that other departments take videos of the vehicles for evidence 
and asks why Bridgeport does not do that.  Attorney Anastasia stated that any defense 
attorney can question the video.  

- Attorney Anastasia recognizes that this meeting has identified some issues but no 
answers yet. He recommends having another meeting with the police chief and a 
designated contact person for the tow companies.  Commissioner Williams agrees with 
this suggestion.   

- Joe Boccanfuso asked where the increase to a $5,000 fee came from and mentions if 
compared to other cities, what companies are paying currently is one of the highest.  
Which Councilwoman Martinez stated that the state statute mentions no charge.  
Attorney Anastasia stated he would investigate the fee.   

 

 

 

Adjournment:  On a motion by Commissioner Fergusion and seconded by Commissioner 
Martinez, the Board Committee unanimously voted to adjourn at 7:01 PM.   

 


